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MODERN 


MINI AT UR E. 


CHAP. I. 


T HE father and mother of young 

Mr. Groves (whoſe hiſtory 1 pro- 
miſed my reader in the laſt chapter of the 
firſt volume) died when he was of the 
age of five years, and left him to the care 
of an uncle, with whom he reſided. This 
gentleman was an attorney, and having 
no children of his own, was. extremely 
Fond of his nephew. When he was at a 
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proper age he ſent him to Eton, where, 
after a few years ſpent at that ſchool, he 


was removed to the Univerſity of Oxford, 


to complete his ſtudies, being deſigned 


for the church. Here, like all young 


men, he began to enlarge his acquain- 
tance, and his expences. His uncle, 
who held it as a maxim that the firſt fol- 
lies of youth were rather the effects of a 
juvenile diſpoſition than a vicious one, 


never repined at his frequent demands, 


though, at that time, they far exceeded 
the income of his paternal eſtate, which 
was but five hundred pounds a year, but 
took, as he imagined, the ſureſt method 


of reclaiming him.—After three years 
reſidence there, he returned to his uncle; 


but, as he had taken ſeveral ſtolen trips to 


London, while at College, and flily 


Gpped of the gaieties that place afforded, 
be longed impatiently to revel in them 
without reſtraint. Several of his aſſo- 


ciates, who left College at the ſame time, 


bad viſited, and invited him to * the 
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winter with them in London. His uncle, 


who read his moſt inward thoughts, could 


not help being uneaſy at his roving diſ- 
poſition, took not. the leaſt notice of it to 
his nephew); but taking him aſide, he 


made him a preſent of four fifty pound 


bank notes, telling him, he hoped that 
ſum would-defray his expences for the 


four months he was to ſpend there; ob- 
ſerving, at the ſame time, his eſtate would 
always ſupport him as a country gentle- 


man, but not as a man of faſhion in town. 


Jack liſtened to all his precepts with 
great attention, and promiſed ſtrictly to 


obſerve them, and, in a few days, ſet off 
with Sir Harry Wild, a young Baronet, 
of ſmall fortune, who had been one of his 
cotemporaries, and juſt come of age, 


and who had paſſed a few weeks with 
him at his uncle's. They arrived in Lon- 


don at the houſe of Sir Harry, who, ha- 
ving finally ſettled with his guardians, 
was left in full poſſeſſion of every thing. 


They" now launched out into all the ex- 
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travagance and diſſipation of the metro- 
polis; and as they both were great ad- 
mirers of the ladies, balls and routs were 
given in turns by our young gentlemen. 
Groves ſoon found his uncle's allowance 
too ſhort for his expences; but being 
aſhamed of writing for more to ſupply 
his extravagance, had recourſe to a well- 
known advertiſing money lender, Who 
os them, on their joint notes, at 

the eaſy rate of five and twenty per cent. 
Jack. was now introduced to a ſet of 
Bucks, who, having long had an eye 
upon Sir Harry, found the ſmall fortune of 
Groves no undeſirable acquifition—Thus 
four months had imperceptibly ſlipt a- 
way, when Jack wrote to his uncle to beg 
his permiſſion for two months longer. 
In the midſt of all theſe follies, Groves, 
| who had a ſuſceptible heart, would ſhed 
a tear of pity, and never miſſed ,an op- 
portunity of alleviating the miſeries of 
the diſtreſſed, whom poverty had obliged 


to ſolicit his | benevolence. But this hea- 
_ venly 
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venly diſpoſition was laughed at by his 


companions, and a ſympathizing look 
was deried Highly ridiculous by the 


| fools of faſhion. Indeed, he had no 


time left to indulge, or practiſe laudable 
ideas, as Sir Harry was conſtantly at his 
elbow :—he was a child of folly, entirely 


devoted to plays, balls, and places of 
public amuſement; but as theſe have 


their pleaſures only while they are new, 
ſometimes, to paſs the night, which 


would otherwiſe hung heavy on his hands, 


he took his ſeat at the gaming-table. To 


all theſe meetings Groves was introdu- 
ced ; his time was ſpent in a continual 
round of what they call d/verfon. If ever 
a ſolid look or thought eſcaped him, he 
was immediately laughed out of it, and 
the appellation of a whining, canting 
parſon beſtowed on him. His uncle, 
who often wrote, could ſcarcely obtain 
an anſwer to his affectionate letters; and 
when he did, with ſuch a coldneſs and 
ſtopidity, ſo different from his former, 
f TW that 
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that they plainly ſhewed his nephew was 
in a continual ſtate of inebriation, or he 


did not regard him, as he formerly had 
done, as a parent.“ Six months ne- 
ver paſſed ſo ſlowly with the uncle, nor 
ſo quickly with the nephew ;—he longed 
for the return of his boy, while the other 
as conſtantly reproved time for flying ſo 


faſt, that would bring him to an inter- 
view with his uncle : not that his affec- 
tion was in the leaſt diminiſhed for the 
good old man, but, conſcious of his own 


irregularities, guilt made him dread his 
reproaches.— After many ſchemes to 
avoid returning, (all of them as wild as 


impracticable) it was at laſt agreed to 
face the old gentleman, {as Sir Harry 
termed him) and he would accompany 
him ; and as a few months would bring 
Groves of age, they would return ta 

town together. This agreed upon, they 
ſet off for the country, when the fight of 
the nephew re-animated the old gentle- 
man : all his faults, all his negligence of 
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anſwering his letters were inſtantly forgot 


his return was ſufficient to abſolve 


them. Time paſſed heavily on the hands 


of the two friends the rural ball was cal- 
led a ſtupid thing, and the country la- 
dies compared to a ſet of milk-maids by 
Sir Harry. The uncle ſaw all this with 
a heavy heart, and ſtudied amuſements , 
to divert his gueſts ; for, in reality, he 


began to look upon his nephew in no 
other light; but all was in vain. At laſt. 


the wiſh'd-for day arrived when our hero 


7 completed his one and twentieth year, 


and the fond uncle, willing to celebrate 


the birth-day of his darling, ſent invita- 


tions to all the neighbouring gentry. 


The day was ſpent with the greateſt hi- 
larity, and concluded with a grand ball. 


Here he firſt ſaw and danced with Fanny, 
though, at that time, he paid but little 
regard to her charms ; yet, after the com- 


| pany retired, he declared to his uncle 


ſhe was the prettieſt woman he had ever 
ſeen. After a week he ſet off again with 
B 4 „ 
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Sir Harry for London, promiſing to re- 


turn as ſoon as the winter was over. Ad- 
monitions were not ſpared by the uncle, 


nor promiſes to obſerve them by the ne- 
phew, but how well he performed them 
will be ſeen in the following ſneets. 
After ſpending the time allotted in diſ- 
fipation, they removed with the faſhion- 
able part of the town to a watering - place. 
Here they became acquainted with a ſet 
of ſharpers, who frequent thoſe places 
with no other view than to draw the un- 
wary to ruin. Sir Harry was the firſt 
that fell a ſacrifice; for, after a few nights 
ſucceſs, he not only loſt all the money 
he had won, but three parts of his own 
fortune, which was but one thouſand 
pounds a year; and Groves, aſter ſet- 
tling his accounts, found himſelf in poſ- 
ſeſſion of three hundred pounds a year 
inſtead of five. Tired of a place where 


they had met with ſuch ill ſucceſs, they 


returned to London. A thouſand ſchemes 
were planned on the road to regain the 
12 E 
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fortune they bad ſquandered, aud, after 
a few days deliberation, they raſhly re- 


ſolved to hazard their all on the die. 
With this view they frequented the moſt 


notorious gaming-houſes, and, for a few 


weeks, met with ſuch ſucceſs as flatter- 
ed their moſt ſanguine wiſhes. But va- 


rious are the changes of Fortune, eſpeci- 


ally that of gameſters ; for while they are 


exulting in proſperity, the fickle God- 
deſs turns her wheel, and reverſes all ſne 


has done, leaving her deluded votaries 
immerſed in forrow and poverty. 

But I muſt beg pardon for this digreſ- 
ſion, and proceed to the ſituation theſe 
heroes found themſelves in: their eſtates 
mortgaged, without the ſmalleſt hopes 


of retrieving them; unable to pay the 


debts they had contracted; and the houſe. 
ſurrounded by bailiffs.— Reflection now 
came, attended by horror, at the retro- 


ſpect of their actions. Groves execrated 


the day and hour that he left his uncle's 


peaceful abode ; Sir Harry felt more for 


8 his 


10 J 
his friend's ill fortune than his own ; at 
laſt he came to a reſolution of letting his 
uncle know his miſconduct, and implo- 
ring his forgiveneſs; but the moment he 
took up his pen, guilt made him lay it 
down. —“ What an unworthy wretch am 
a © by exclaimed he, ** to flatter myſelf 
tc with forgiveneſs from the man whoſe 
4 goodneſs I have ſo ſhamefully abuſed ! 
& After my cruel negle& to my ſecond - 
« father, can I fit down and ſolicit that 
« pardon I can never deſerve? No! I 
am a wretch unworthy his notice 
ce will implore his forgiveneſs, indeed, 
« but he ſhall not know the errors I have 
* been guilty of; nor ſhall priſons, or all 
the tortures that human butchers can 
ce invent, ever“ In this manner was 
he raving when Sir Harry entered; and 
finding Groves could never reconcile it 
to himſelf to let his uncle know his ſitua- 
tion, after ſoothing him as much as lay 
in his power, told him, that he had juſt 
recollected that the Duke of J, who 
Og had 


A 


had expreſſed a great friendſhip for him , 


and once offered him his purſe when they 
belonged to the fame club, and were 
playing, though, at the ſame time, he 
declined accepting it, as he had found 
his pocket-book, which he thought 


was left at home in his coat pocket, and 
which contained the ſum he wanted. 


A ray of hope ſhot acroſs the minds of 


| theſe young friends, who were not ſuffi- 


ciently verſed in the arts of the world, to 


ſuppoſe that, before this offer was made, 


his Grace was well aſſured it would be 


refuſed. They could not entertain an 


idea of falſe friendſhip. At laſt it was 
agreed that Sir Harry ſhould wait on his 
Grace, and requelt the loan of five hun- 
dred pounds, which he would remit to 
him as foon as he arrived in India, where 
his mother's brother, who was very rich, 


had reſided many years, and, as he was 


a bachelor, he had kept a conſtant corre- 
ſpondence with him; and if his Grace 
would ſo far oblige him, that ſum would 

"RS :; be 
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be more than ſufficient to a the ex · 
pences of his voyage; the overplus he 
would preſent to Groves, who ſhould 
ftay in ſome retired lodgings till he could 
make it convenient. to ſend for him, or 
remit him money to redeem Part of his 
eſtate, 

The next morning was aſſigned for 
the viſit to his Grace ; but how to get 
out of the houſe was to be conſidered, as 
it was impoſſible to venture out at the 
ſtreet door, which was continually beſet 
by bailiffs, who relieved each other like 
centinels, night and day; and as he could 
not go on che day following, it was de- 
ferred till the Sunday, when they would 
be at liberty to leave the houſe, to which 
they reſolved never to return. Their 
time was employed in packing vp their 
cloaths, and what few valuables they had 
left, which, by the help of a truſty ſer- 
vant, were conveyed over the wall into 
a houſe adjoining, and left in the care of 
an old woman, that kept it while the fa. 
4 I mily 
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mily were out of town. The furniture 


was next to be diſpoſed of, which, as 


there was little rent due, the overplus af- 
ter the ſale, with what his Grace would 


accommodate them with, (for they were 
perfectly aſſured in their own minds of 
not meeting with a denial) would enable 
Sir Harry to provide every thing neceſ- 
fary for his voyage, and leave his friend 
A broker came 
at night, who purchaſed .the furniture, 
and every thing was diſpoſed of by the 


ſervant, who was diſpatched to provide 


lodgings for our heroes, who were to paſs 
as brothers, under the borrowed name of 
Mack worth. 


Early hs; next morning the ſervant 


brought Sir Harry a letter from his uncle, 


exprefling a deſire to ſee his nephew be- 
fore he died: © Iam very old,” ſaid he, 
in the poſtſcript, and my infirmities 
« render me unable to return to my na- 
c tive country, and as you are my ſole 
80 heir, I think it neceſſary to tell you, 
that 


( 14 ] 
te that you ſhould be with me, and if you 
“e can attach yourſelf from the plea- 
« ſures of London, and confine yourſelf 
4 to an old man, who is near the brink 

of his * I ſhall be happy in your 
company.“ 

This was chiefly the purport of 
his uncle's letter. Sir Harry was 
almoſt frantic with joy, as he was now 
aſſured of a cordial reception from him, 
and an additional happineſs accrued from 
the thoughts of _ able to provide for 

his friend. | 
Late at night, or early i. in the morn- 
ing, a coach was prepared for our heroes, 
who cautiouſly ſtole down the ſtreet, and 
was drove to their new habitation, where 
they found che landlady waiting for them, 
as ſhe had been informed by their ſervant, 
his maſters would not be at their lodgings 
till twelve o'clock, as the ſtage would not 
arrive from York till near that time, and 
they would ſup at the inn they put up at. 
This Account ſatisfied her, who liked the 
appearance 


* ; 
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appearance of her new lodgers, and they 


were well pleaſed with their ſituation, 
which, though not grand, was genteel. 
Their apartments conſiſted of two bed- 
chambers, and a neat drawing-room, 
that looked into Hyde Park. 

Sunday morning Sir Harry dreſſed 


| himſelf to pay his viſit to his Grace, and, 


as he was no ſtranger, he was admitted 
on his name being announced. He 
found him ready for church ; and, after 


the uſual compliments, Sir Harry let his 


Grace know the cauſe of his viſit at that 


time, and in the moſt artleſs manner told 


his ſituation, not omitting his friend's, 
and accuſing himſelf as being the cauſe 
of his misfortunes. 

The countenance of this great nan in 
a minute contracted into a ſullen gloomi- 
neſs, and, after a ſolemn pauſe, he re- 
plied, —*<< Really, Sir, Harry, I am ex- 
&« ceedingly ſorry for your misfortunes, 


© as it is really not in my power to aſſiſt 


« you at preſent, not having ten pounds 
in 
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* in the houſe, and I have lately loſt 
e ſuch immenſe ſums at play, that a 
* friend of mine has extorted a promiſe 
from me not to draw upon my banker 


7 for a month to come, and I have 


„given him my honour I will not. 
6e ?Tis lucky your uncle has ſent for you, 
and I would adviſe you to go as quick- 
ce Iy as you can, and I fincerely ers 


« you happineſs, and a good voyage.” 
Sir Harry, petrified at the refuſal, and the 


mean evaſion of the Dake, ſtood for 


fome minutes unable to anſwer him, 


at length, getting the better of his 


confuſion, replied, © I ſufficiently 


* humiliated myſelf when 1 requeſted 
* your Grace to furniſh me with the 


cc trifle. At preſent, my ſituation ren- 
cc ders it impoſſible to reſent the inſult ; 
ce your Grace has preſumed on that: but 


« depend upon it, a time will come, and 


c ſhall not let an opportunity flip.” 
His Grace took no notice of this 


apſiper, but ringing the bell, ordered his : 


carriage, 
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bid the man drive from whence he 
came. When he entered, diſappoint- 
-* 

ment and deſpair were pictured in his 


fulneſs that was foreign to his heart, but 
his forced ſmiles only ſerved to ſhew his 
cChagrin, while Groves, who perceived 


itt, was afraid to inquire the cauſe. At 


laſt Sir Harry ſtammered out, I have 
g been reſuſed!— a 7 thought | ſo,” 

anſwered the other.“ Yes, and in A 
& mortifying manner,” continued he. 
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the noble Duke. The ſervant, who was no 

ſtranger to his maſter's affairs, at the 

concluſion of his deſcription, burſt into 
a loud laugh. ©* What do you laugh at, 
© raſcal?” cried Groves.—** Oh, Lord! 
*© Sir, I beg your pardon, but indeed 
** cannot help laughing at your honour's 
8 ene his Grace would lend you 
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8 
88 
ww 2a WAS 
of ASE, 
3 SE, 
” * — 11 


4 carriage, and haſtily quitted the room; 
Sir Harry followed him down ſtairs, and 
= flinging himſelf into the hackney-coach, 


countenance ; he tried to aſſume a cheer- 


He then recounted the behaviour of 


© 


* TRI 


* money ; Lord, Sir, if you had only 


* aſked me, I wou'd have told you how 
*f to have got the money you wanted 
* from his Grace, and he wou'd have 


„e been obliged to you, inſtead: of you, 


Sir, being obliged to him.“ 


Sir Harry, who could not forbear 


ſmiling at the fellow's oddity, requeſted to 
know how one man could think of being 


obliged to another for borrowing his 


money. Oh, Lord! Sir,” cried the 
ſervant, „I am ſorry you are ſuch a 
ce ſtranger to the world not to know 
6e there are more ways than one of doing 
„things; but, however, Sir, I will tell 
& you how an old maſter of mine ma- 
© naged before he was a great man as 


ce he now is; when I lived with him, his 
6 father allowed him only three hundred 
© pounds a year, and that, Sir, is 
e but a very little for a gentleman ; but 


as my maſter was brought up to the 


„law, old ſquare-toes ſaid he muſt fol- 


5 low his profeſſion, and if he wanted 


* more he muſt earn it. This did not 
& ſuit 
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ee ſuit my maſter at all; he ſaid the law 
„ was a dry ſtudy, and I often thought 
ce it was a hungry one, for we liv'd but 
c ſo fo; well, my maſter loy'd his bot- 


ce tle, and, as he was troubled with a 


ec ſhake in the elbow, our three hundred 
<« pounds a year was gone in one quar- 
cc ter. At firſt, my maſter was much 


« diſtreſſed, and wrote to his father to 


“ advance a little more money, but the 


* old man had not one ſpark of gene- 


ce roſity; he wrote him a very angry let- 


ce ter, and told him, he was an extrava- 
« pant young dog, and if he had been 
c near him he would have broken his 
* head with one of his crutches. My 


**[maſter was in a kind of a ſtagnation 


c when he received this impudent 
letter. Impudent, did you call 
it?“ interrupted Sir Harry.—“ Yes, 
«« Sir,” replied Will, “ impudent, I call 
«© jt fo for one man to write another 
„ word he would break his head with a 
&* crutch. But it was his father, 


« Will,” 
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& Will.“ —“ Well, Sir, and what of 
ce that, was not his fon a man, and ought. 
* he not to have treated him with better 
** manners ?”—** Go on with your ſtory,” 


' replied Sir Harry,—* Sir, my maſter 


te was much diſtreſſed at the letter nge 
& received from his father, he ſat in his 


“ chair like one ſtupid : Lord! Sir, ſaid = 
„I, what fignifies being ſo down-heart= 
«ed, arn't you a lawyer? you can't be 
“ arreſted, run in debt, and let them wait 


e till old ſquare- toes is dead. Well, my 
te maſter ſaid, I was a clever dog, and 


© he would take. my advice, and after 


& ſome debate, it was agreed, that my 
© maſter ſhould have an old aunt, that 


ce was dead ſomewhere in the Highlands 
cc of Scotland, and that ſhe had left him 


ce two thouſand pounds a year, but ſome 


ee fellow, who was a diſtant relation, and 


ce had more money than wit, had gone 
ce to law to recover a part that he pre- 


© tended he had a right to, and that 
1 m_ uy maſter from receiving the 


£6 rents 


L 2 ] 


cc rents due to him, but it would ſoon be 
ce ſettled. This ſtory I told among the 
4 tradeſmen, and to give it an air of 
truth, I paid three ſhillings and fix- 
W cc pence for inſerting it in the public pa- 
„ pers, which, to the beſt of my memory, 
„I wrote in the following words: Laſt 
Saturday died ſuddenly at Inverneſs, Mrs. 
„Elizabeth Grey, reli of —— Grey, 
7 © Eſquire, poſſeſſed of an immenſe fortune, 
cc cohich devolves to ber nephew, a young 
* gentleman in the Temple. You muſt 
„ know, Sir, we did not chuſe to men- 
* tion my maſter's name, for fear of old 
t ſquare-toes.; but, whenever any of 
4 the tradeſmen began to look ſhy upon 
aus, I always pulled out the newſpaper 
c and ſhewed them the advertiſement ;_ 
my ſtory was believed, and credit was 
e not denied us as formerly, and we lived 
„ like nabobs. Half a year glided on 
ein this manner, and a merrier I never 
« ſpent in all my life: but at the expi- 
« ration of that time, they ſent in their 

„ 66 bills, 


* 
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6c bills, and ſtopped our mirth; but chat 
« was only for a little time, as my maſter 
cc had, in a few nights, ſuch a run of 
ce good luck at play, that he was able to 
« pay them all, even his faylor. He 
ce now began to know the world a little, 
ce and found by experience, to be Poor, 
ce and ſeem poor, was the Devil all over. 
«© He boaſted of his aunt's fortune 


„ wherever he went; upon the ſtrength . 


© of that, I aſſure you, Sir, he was re- 
6 ceived into the moſt faſhionable com- 


40 panies, for the preſent times are not 


& like the former, the world is ſo chari- 


& table, that it is no matter who or 


ce what you are, To that you are not 
6 poor; and a gambler in his carriage, 
is careſs'd, whilſt honeſty is left to 
* trudge without being noticed. Well, 
% my maſter was received into the beſt 
cc tamilies, and as he was good-natured, 
c and always of the opinion (eſpecially 


< in politics) that the ladies were of, he 


found ſtrong advocates in them, for 
1 ce they 
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< they would not hear any ching that 
© might tend to his prejudice. When 
& he was poor, he was always richeſt, 


cc jt was then he always boaſted moſt ; 
© ſometimes he would fall into play and 


ec loſe a ſum of money, when, to his 
ce oreat mortification, his careleſs dog of 
c a ſervant had forgot to give him his 
% purſe when he dreſſed for dinner. 


* Immediately a lord, or ſome great 


& man whiſpered in his ear, that he was 
cc always welcome to the ſum he wanted, 
ce and he knew better than to refuſe it, 


„while they were obliged to him for 


cc accepting it, as they always looked 
ce on him as a man of great fortune, and 
« in no need of it. But ſome how or 
c other, ſome buſy devil informed old 
« ſquare-toes what his ſon was doing in 
ce town; I verily believe it frightened 
ce the old man's gout away, for he fell 
« into ſuch a rage, that he threw his 
« flannels behind the fire, and ſent his 
# crutches after them, and mounting his 


„ horſe, 


( 34 } 


< horſe, which he had not ventured to 


edo for ſeven years before, ſer off for 
* London. Whether paſſion or exer- 


e ciſe got the better of his gout, I don't 
& know, but unluckily for us, he found 


© himſelf ſo much better after his firſt 


“ day's journey, that he ventured on the 
ce ſecond, third, and ſo on, till he arrived 
ce ſafe: as ſoon as he alighted, he 
© haſtened to the Temple, and upon 


6 inquiry, found his ſon had moved 
near three months, and nobody knew 
where he was gone; after a fruitleſs 


© ſearch all the afternoon about the 


© neighbourhood, he returned to the 


& inn, and as he was telling his 
« landlady of his diſappointment,” 


« — 4 | don't think,” anſwered 


ſhe, © you inquired right; but our 
6 oſtler will go for ſix-pence, and I'll 
cc be bound for it, he will find him out 
if he has liv'd there within theſe two 
ce or three years,” —* Old ſquare-toes 
«© pronuſed to give the fellow half- a- 

* CLOWN 


2 


1 


. 

cc crown if he brought intelligence of his 
< loit Heep. The raſcal ſet off, and, 
c after ſtaying till near twelve o'clock, 
he brought home directions from the 
cc hair-dreſſer, that Mr. Clay had taken 
& a ready-furniſhed houſe in Ae 
Street, and kept a carriage,— A 
<« carriage,” cried the old fellow, © aye, 


J ſuppoſe a ſtage coach. Oh ! no, 
* Sir, replied the oſtler, I am ſure it 


« was not, for one of the gentleman's 
© footmen came in while I was at the 
ce hair dreſſer's and he gave me his 
ce maſter's addreſs, as they did not 
& rightly know where he lived. One 
ce of his footmen ! pray how many does 
ce the gentleman keep? — I can't tell, 
cc anſwered the oſtler.— Aye, aye, no 
& matter, I'll ſpoil his ſport for him to- 
& morrow.” It was too true, I aſſure 
* you, Sir, for never ſhall I forget the 
« day; as old Nick would have it, my 


< maſter had given an entertainment to 
„ ſome particular friends, when his father 


Vor. II. C „ came 
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cc came to find him out. The company 
had juſt finiſhed their dinner, and 
ce were enjoying the bottle, when a loud 
4 ſingle rap at the door, announced, 
ce as I thought, a dun: it was my place 
ce to anſwer thoſe kind of gentry, but, 
ce as I had juſt din'd, and had my bottle 
ce of red port before me, for you are to 
«© obſerve, Sir, we did not live then 


“as when we were in chambers, I did 


cc not chuſe to diſturb myſelf for ſuch 
«a, fellow, ſo I ſent. the other footman, 


as he knew his maſter was out of town, 


c. He had not opened the door two 
& minutes, when my ears were affail'd 
6 with a hoarſe bawling voice, of © you're 


44 4 Hing raſcal, and an impudent ſcoundrel; 


0 he is at home, and I will ſee him.“ 


* ] roſe haſtily, and ran up ſtairs to 


* ſee what was the matter, when I found 
«* the ſervant ſtruggling with an old 


“ man, in a thickſet great- coat, round 


« hat, warſted ſtockings, and a red ſilk 
4 handkerchief round his neck; in ſhort, 
. „ he 
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c he had the appearance of a country 


& farmer.“ What does the fellow 
ec want? ſaid JI. Why, you imper- 
te tinent puppy, he returned, I want 
c to ſee your ſcoundrel of a maſter.— 
« Puſh the man out of doors, he is mad. 
My maſter ſee ſuch à fellow as you, 
cc truly !” faid I ; fo without any more to 


do, he ſent his crab ftick at my head, 
4 hut, happening to throw it a little toa 


« high, it hit the lamp chat hung in 
ce the hall, and broke it into ten thou- 
ec {3nd pieces; the noife it made alarm- 
© ed my maſter and his company; he 
cc roſe from the table, and peeping over 
« the banmifters, ſaw his father, and I 


© am ſure, not with leſs horror than 


Hamlet when he ſaw his father's ghoſt, 
& eſpecially when he heard him ſwear, 
ce he wou'd not quit the houſe till he 
ce had ſeen him,'—* Well, Sir,” ſaid I, 
«© give me your name, and call in about 


an hour, and then my maſter will be 


„ in the way,” When old ſquare-toes 
5 3 L found 


[ 28 ] Bo 
cc found he cond: not get ſight of his | 2 
„ ſon, © Tell him,” ſaid he, I come from 
£ Clay Hall, on purpoſe to catch him 
in his pretty tricks, and if he don't 
„let me ſee him directly, I'll ſet. off, 
« and never a ſhilling more ſhall he 
« receive from me while I have breath, 
cc no, nor after my death neither; Pl 
n leave my fortune to ſome public cha- 
rity firſt:! and turning upon his heel, 
11 left the houſe i in a rage. As ſoon as 
« he was.gone, my maſter ſtepped down 
cc ſtairs, and ſent the other footman to 
« ſee where he went, but unluckily he 
£ cou'd not read, and as he was juſt 
< come out of the country, and. un- 
cc acquainted with the names of the 
e ſtreets, he dogg'd him at a diſtance 
ce to the inn, but forgot to inquire the 
& name of it, and with great difficulty, 
„ found his way back again. As my. * 
e maſter was up ſtairs making an apology. 
a to the company for his abſence, and tell- 


40 98 the occalion, when the booby came 
„ back, 
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1 
ce back, © Well,” ſaid I, where did you 


leave him ??—* Oh!” ſaid he, I ſaw 


cc him ſafe out of this end of the town.'— 


e But what was the name of the place?“ 


Al don't know; but it goes under a 
great gateway into a yard full of hay 
c and ſtraw, ſcattered about, and juſt 


c ſuch another place as the waggon put 


cc up at when I came out of the country; 
6] am ſure I ſhall know it when I ſee it 
ce again. Which way did you go to 
5“ it?“ — Oh! I can tell you that; 
cc when he ſet out he turn'd on his right 
&« hand, and went down a long ſtreet, 
ce then he turn'd on his left; I followed 

&* him there too: then he turn'd on his 


right again, and went down another 


long ſtreet, with a dead wall on one 
* fide, and green trees hanging over, and 
ce there we met one of the prettieſt wo- 
ce men I ever ſaw in my life. The old 
* man looked after her, and ſo did I. — 
„Well, well, faid I, can't you tell me 
«4 where 1 it 15 ?'— Why, yes, if you will 

| "20 3 6c let 


( 39. 4 
let mel left off at the pretty wo- 
« man, I think? Yes, ſo I did—1 
« had like to have loſt him, looking at 
ce her; but I run as hard as I cou'd, and 


« overtook him turning a corner. Iran 


4 ſo hard that he thought ſomebody was 


« going to run over him, ſo he turned 
round and looked at me—wou'd you 


* think the cunning old fox knew me 


* again—* Why, you powder-monkey, 


« ſaid he, what do you want? Nothing, 
. © but to ſee where you are going to. — 


* along, you puppy you, or I'll lay 


my ſtick over your ſhoulders ;* and ſo 


5 I was obliged to run, for he ran after 
* me, and ſwore he would murder me ; 


6 {91 faid, if he did, I would follow 
him. At laſt he burſt out a laughing, 
6e and, calling me to him, aſked me if 


ce my maſter wasn't at home; the old 


% man lifted up his crab-ſtick, and I 


& was afraid to tell him a lie, ſo 1 ſaid 


« yes ; ſo he ſent me back to tell him 


he ſhould not come again this even- 
66 ing. 
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« ing. Well, Sir, to make ſhort of the 


* ſtory, he did not return till the next 


© morning, and, though I had tied up 
« ſeveral bundles of parchment and pa 
& pers, ſpreading them on tables in or- 
cc der, on purpoſe to make him believe 
«© we did a great deal of buſineſs, he 
<« raved and ſtormed at my maſter, threa- 
ce tening to diſinherit him if he did not 
© give up the houſe immediately, and 


ce go with him into the country. It was 


ce in vain to argue Old Square-Toes 


© was not to be contradicted and my 


6 maſter was obliged to conſent. He 
cc {ent me to one of his tradeſmen, and 


66 deſired him to give his ſervants cha- 


« rafters; and as his quarter's allowance 
« was near due, he perſuaded his father 
ce to advance it, with which he paid us 


all our wages, and ſet off for Clay 


Hill with old Square-Toes. He 


© begged hard for me to attend him, 


<© but the old fellow would not ſuffer it: 


he {wore I ſhould corrupt the whole 


C4 village. 


E 32 J 
„village. Well, gentlemen, my poor 
** maſter was forced into the country, as 
“] told you before, and his father took 
6 ſuch care of him, that he never let him ; 
out of his fight for twelve months; 
© and, at the expiration of that time, he 
& ſent him to the Eaſt Indies—a few 
4 years ſince he returned very rich.— 
This, gentlemen, is the hiſtory of Sir 
« John Clay—he knew the world—he 
vas never poor ;—no, gentlemen, the | 
© poorer he was the greater pains he 
took to conceal it, and the more 
friends he gained; and I dare venture 
« to ſay, if one half of them had known 
« the true ſtate of his pocket, they wouleg 
4 have flown from him like a peſtilence; 4 
% ſo, begging your pardon, Sir, you 
4 ſhould have applied to his Grace, 
e without letting him know your circum- 
& ſtances.” —* We want none of your 
advice, Sir,” interrupted Groves. 
The ſervant, bowing, quitted the 
room. . . 
FUE LY © 
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Sir Harry blamed his friend for being 
ſo haſty, ſaying, he was ſure he was ho- 
neſt, and if he gave his tongue a little 
more freedom than uſual, they ſhould | 


conſider their fituation. | 
3 H 


ER 1 


CHAP. I... 


A S . anfortunate perſons ſink into 
poverty their 1deas riſe, and the 
behaviour they would have laughed at, 


when fortune ſmiled, ſtabs them beyond 
deſcription---even a ſmile is conſtrued 


into an inſult ; though this may be a 


fault, yet it is eaſily forgiven by a gene- 


rous mind, who can {ſympathize for the 


misfortunes of others.---Groves was of 


this diſpoſition; in every familiar look 


he ſaw ſcorn andcontempt ; and it was 


with great difficulty that Sir Harry could 
perſuade him to keep his temper with the 


poor fellow, who was much attached to 


him. 


At the bottom of the garden was a door : 
that led into Hyde Park, and as they 
were free from the fear of falling into the 


bailiffs' hands in that place, they often 


1 walked 
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walked out for the benefit of the air. 


One evening Groves had walked a little 
too near Park Lane, when he was ſur- 


rounded by four fellows, who cried out, 


„So, ſo, we have you at laſt! Mr. 


& Groves, you muſt go with us.” —He 


expoſtulated, telling them they could not 


make their caption legally, as he was in 


the verge of the court; and ſetting his 


back againſt one of the walnut trees, pull- 
ed a piſtol from his pocket, threatening 
to ſhoot the firſt that laid their hands 


upon him; but one of them, lily ſtepping 
behind him with a ſtick, ſtruck it from 
his hand, and the others running up 


caught him faſt by the arms, which they 
attempted to tie behind him. The re- 
port of a piſtol, and the noiſe made by 
Groves, ſoon drew a crowd of people to 


the ſpot; but the catchpoles, with the 


moſt conſummate impudence, informed 
them, that the perſon they had bound 
was a thief, who had attempted to rob 


them—ſhewing the piſtol as a proot of 


+7 what 


1 Iv * 
what they aſſerted. In vain he told his 


tale not a ſoul would believe him, as 
"hoy all declared it looked very ſuſpici- 


ous for a man to walk there, at that time 
of the evening, with a loaded piſtol, — 


They were juſt dragging him off, when 


an old gentleman, in a naval uniform, 
made his way through the crowd to look 
at the robber; and, after viewing the bai- 
liffs earneſtly, aſked for a fight of the 


piſtol. —** What do you want with it?“ 


replied the fellows ; “ we ſhall produce 


err it . it will be neceſſary, and not to 
6“ you.” 


Groves now addreſſed the gentleman 


with all the eloquence he was maſter of, 
begging him to aſſiſt an unfortunate 


young man beſet with bailiffs, who had 
planned this diabolical ſcheme to drag 
him out of the verge of the court into a 


jail; begging him to look at the piſtol, 
and he would find the initials J. G. with 


his creſt, and telling him his name. — 
The officer inſiſted o on their giving up the 


5 piſtol, 
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piſtol. They ſwore they would not let him 
ſee it, attempting to drag away their priſo · 


ner, telling him he was at liberty to ſol- 
low them.—A ſtranger, who had been 
inquiring what was the matter, no ſooner 


heard the name of Groves, than he cried 


out, He is my maſter ! make way; let 


« me ſee, he is no thief.” He broke his 


way through, with an impetuoſity next to 
madneſs, and, laying hold of one of the 


bailiffs, tripped up his heels, and with a 
ſtick felled another to the ground, ſet his 


maſter at liberty in an inſtant, ſaying, 


This is my maſter, and a gentleman— 


ce theſe are bailiffs, and if you will ſearch 


„ them, you will find the writ, with the 
e name of John Groves in it, which is 


« this gentleman's name.” 
The mob now examined them, and 
found the writ, when, to reward them 
for their very ingenious ſcheme, they 
took them to the Serpentine river, an 
gave them a very handſome ducking ; 
and had not "Groves and the officer inter- 
fered, 
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fered, would have diſqualified them from 


making any captions for ſome time. 


Groves now returned thanks to the 


officer, and invited him to take a bottle 
of wine at his apartments. The gentle- 


man, ſtruck with the addreſs and figure 


of Groves, which was truly elegant, rea- 
dily accepted the invitation. They found 


Sir Harry, who had not been out that 


afternoon, waiting with great anxiety for 


his friend, who had never ſtaid out ſo 


long ſince they had been there. He had 
ſent Will to look round the Park for 


him, as the old woman that took care of 


the next houſe to that they had formerly 


lived in, and who was entruſted with the 
ſecret of their abode, had taken in a let- 
ter for him, which ſhe had put under 
cover, and ſent by the penny poſt, di- 
rected to Mr. John Mackworth. Will 
was in ſearch, and ſeeing the crowd at 
ſome diſtance, luckily got up time enough 


to reſcue him; but the bold attempt 


made by the bailiffs put the letter quite 
„ out 
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out of his head.—“ 1 am glad you are 


& came home,” cried Sir Harry ; I was 


* afraid ſome accident had happened ;— 


de have you had your uncle's letter?“ 


No!“ replied Groves: © You do not 


« ſee my deliverer ; this gentleman has 
«© help'd to reſcue me from a ſet of raſ- 


* cals, who accuſed me of attempting to 


« rob them.” 
Here the whole A was related; but 


the officer proteſted, with great earneſt- 


neſs, that he could never have extricated 
Mr. Groves, if Will had not fought ſo 
valiantly. Sir Harry called the gentle- 
man his deareſt and beſt friend, and ſha- 
king Will by the hand, declared he would 
never part with him as long as he had a 
guinea in the world. Groves, taking his 
letter, begged leave to retire for a few 


minutes. On opening it, read as follows : 


6 Jack, 5 
“ am perfectly acquainted with your 


© ſituation „and ſend you the incloſed for 


6 * the preſent,” 
This 


 - 


4 WJ 

This Jaconic, generous epiſtle, wrung 
the heart of Groves; his conduct appear- 
ed to him in the moſt deſpicable light : 
he kiſſed the letter, and bleſſed the hand 
that wrote it: he execrated himſelf; and, 
ſitting down, fell into a kind of ſtupe- 
faction. 
Sir Harry, wondering at his ſtay, ſent 
Will in for him. He opened the door, 
and ſeeing him very attentive on the let- 
ter, would not ſpeak, but ſhut the door 
and went down ſtairs. Sir Harry made 
an apology to the gentleman, and ſtep- 
ping into the next room himſelf, where 
Groves was, he found him more like one 
of Rubilliac flatues than a living man. He 
clapped him on the ſhoulder ; that ta- 
king but little effect, he gently ſnatched 
the letter from him. This awoke Groves 
from his reverie, who cried, “ Look, 
« my friend, at that—and tell me if 1 
© am not a wretch ?”— Rather ſay it 
e is me,” ſaid Sir Kian „who has 
been the ſole cauſe of your miſconduct. 
But 
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„ But there is a gentleman you brought 


c home with you. Groves ſtarted up 
and followed him into the dining- room, 
and, apologizing for his abſence, ſat 
down for the remainder of the evening. 
Ass wine is a revealer of ſecrets, and 
Groves rather elevated, he took out his 
uncle's letter, and read it, expatiating on 
his own unworthineſs, and declaring life 
was a miſerable burthen to him; and that 
his uncle's goodneſs ſet every paſt tranſ- _ 
action in ſuch a defpicable light, that he” - 
funk at the retroſpect. 

Sir Harry, interrupting him, gave * 
gentleman an account of their lives, and 
concluded by obſerving, that he himſelf 
had been the cauſe of his friend's misfor- 
tunes. He then proceeded to inform 
him what a kind invitation he had recei- 


ved from his mother's brother, who was 


che only relation he had living; but la- 
mented his inability to. go to the Faſt In- 
dies in his preſent ſituation.—“ I have 
* landed in England but a fortnight,” 

ſaid 


SF. 5+ 
ſaid the gentleman, “and came from 
&« thence, where I had the command of a 
e trading veſſel on the Coromandel coaſt 
« many years; if you will oblige me in 
* telling his name, perhaps I may know 
him.“ Egerton. Egerton !” 
cried the officer; © art thou the nephew 
ce of my old friend, Harry Egerton? 


„Give me your hand, my boy; I hope 


5 you have ſuthciently taſted the bitter 
* cup of adverſity, and will avoid falling 
* jnto the like errors again: but you 
© need not trouble yourſelf to go to the 
5 Eaſt Indies, for I attended your uncle 


cc tothe grave in Jeſs than a month after 


ec he had wrote that letter you have juſt 
© mentioned. He often expreſſed a great 


c deſire to ſee you before his death; but 


cc that was not to be, and he was reſign- 


ce ed to Providence.” —Here he turned 
away to hide the falling tear, that fell to 


the memory of his departed friend. 
He then informed Sir Harry, that 
part of his uncle's property was already 
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in England, and that the remainder would 
be remitted by the next ſhips from Ben- 


7 gal. You have already fifty thouſand 
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« pounds in England,” ſaid be, © and 
* as much more may be expected.“ 
Their ſenſations at this account may 
be eaſier felt than deſcribed. They were 
deprived of the power of ſpeech for ſome 
minutes.— Sir Harry, embracing Groves, 
cried, © Now, my dear Jack, Fortune 
ce has for once ſtood my friend; I am 
& now enabled to make ſome reparation. 
« for the injuries I have done you.” 
Groves was equally delighted with the 
pleaſing proſpect of his friend's affairs, — 


They fat converſing till late, when the 


Captain took his leave, promiſing to be 
early with them the next morning, and 
bring a copy of his friend's will, and 
notes to the amount of three thouſand 
Pons. 


Ihe firſt ching Sir Harry did, was to 
put Groves in poſſeſſion of his eſtate; 
then, Paying bis own 1 debts, he accom- 
| panied 


_ 


panied him to his uncle's, where, ſtaying 


ſome months, Sir Harry fell in love with 
a young lady, of the name of Jennings, 
accompliſhed, though without a fortune. 
Immediately after the marriage he reti- 
red to his family ſeat in Somerſetſhire, 
where Lady Wild's engaging affability, 
and kind attention to the poor tenants 
and villagers, gained univerſal admira- 
tion. Her care of her young family am- 
ply repaid him, who often declared, for- 


ty or fifty thouſand pounds ought to be 
given to every huſband who marries a 


ſtarched prude of thirty, or a gay co- 
quette of nineteen, to indemnify him for 


the mortification of crim. con. in the for- 


mer, and the trifling inſignificance of 
ſelf- love and vanity in the latter. 

It was at this wedding that Fanny, who 
was bride's maid, ſtole the heart of 
Groves; and the frequent opportunities 


of meeting each other at Mr. Jennings's, 
before Lady Wild's departure for Somer- 
ſetſhire, gave the lovers time to exchange 


hearts 
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CHAP. UI. 


OUISA, Maria, and Mifs Ellis 
now returned to White Hall, where 
they found Parſon Ellis, who had come 
to take back his daughter, and to remind 
them of their promiſe to viſit him; when, 
after ſtaying ſome days, and leaving to- 
kens of his humanity, wherever he could 
find a proper object to apply it, he took 
his leave—Louiſa and Maria ſhedding 
tears at the departure of their beloved 
companion, and they fee out for their 
village. 
Mr. Greaves this year became a magi- 
ſtrate for the county of —— and 
as gentlemen of his deſcription are fo 
much wanted in that important office, 
too often filled by ignorant, arbitrary, 
low-bred people, who act more with the 
views of profit than juſtice, many of 
whom 


[ 47 | 
whom are ſcarce able to write their 
names; and, from being journeymen car- 
penters, amaſs large fortunes by ſhaving 
poor wretches, whom drunkenneſs, or 
ſome trifling quarrel, draw into their 
mercileſs clutches. Of this we have a 
recent example, by two of theſe very wiſe 
men of Gotham committing a poor fel- 
| low for a burglary to their county gaol, 
| becauſe he refuſed to marry a girl who 
Honoured him with the title of father to 
her child. He was confined till the aſ- 
ſizes following, (nine weeks) when no 
guilt appearing before the grand jury, 
the bill was thrown out. A writ of man- 
damus was afterwards ſerved upon them 
at the inſtance of two moſt reſpectable 
gentlemen, to ſhew cauſe for their pro- 
ceedings, when rather than let it be heard 
before the Court of King's Bench, they 
meanly ſhrunk by paying all expences, 
and making a compenſation to his much- 
injured character. As this is only a M- 
; nature, and ſuch Juſtices always want to 


. 


{ 48 J 
prepoſſeſs the ignorant, that whatever 
they do is right, and there can be no 
appeal, I will acquaint my reader of their 
ſagacious behaviour in this inſtance only. 

Juſtice Wrath. Why, hie, hie, do 
cc you mind me ? won't you marry her?“ 

Culprit. No, your worſhip, I have 
given ſecurity to the pariſh,” 

| Juſtice Quibble. * Sirrah, your dug. 
« Don't you know I can hang you? I 
© can propheſy true. I once dreamt 
ce that a man was to be hanged, and he 
e was hanged.” 

Yet ſuch reptiles creep into the good 
opinion of their ſuperiors, and are fixed 
upon to keep the lower part of the com- 
munity in awe. But theſe errors; it is to 
be hoped, will ſhortly be removed, and | 
gentlemen only appointed to act. In this 
we have an example by a noble Viſcount 
(whoſe philanthropy and love of juſtice 

is well known) taking out a dedimus, 
and diſdaining to pocket the low tees of 
ice. 
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Let us retur n to the good Mr. 


Greaves, who now found many that were 
brought before him, were fitter objects for 
his benevolence than puniſhment. Num- 


bers were reſcued from poverty and ruin by 


his charitable hand; and as Louiſa and 


Maria always viſited the afflicted, they 
found ſufficient employment. Twelve 


months having paſſed, they prepared for a 
viſit to the parſonage, when an unexpected 


accident put a ſtop to it: Mr. Greaves, 
who had gone to his chamber the prece- 
ding night in good health, but not ap- 
pearing as uſual at breakfaſt, Louiſa or- 


dered the ſervant to aſk her father if he 


choſe it in his own room ; but no anſwer 
being made to his repeated knocks, he 
burſt open the door, and found his maſ- 
ter dead in his bed, his countenance 
ſweetly pleaſant, his hands joined in hum- 
ble ſupplications to the Almighty, and 
Sherlock on Death” on his pillow. 
Conſternation and grief ſeized him. He 


called up the butler, who had been years 
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in the family, infonned him of the me- 
lancholy event, and, drawing back the 
curtains, ſhewed him the body of his de- 


| ceaſed maſter. The old man flood aghaſt 
at his palecorpſe, till a flood of tears rolled 


rance; Alas !” cried he, what will be- 
come of my poor dear young lady! Her 


e delicate frame will not bear ſo rude a 
c ſhock.; we muſt go down and ſay he is 
ce indiſpoſed, and will reſt a little longer 


this morning. In the mean time! 


c vill run for a doctor, who {hall call as 
4e a friendly viſitor, and ne the la- 
e gies not to diſturb him.“ 

This ſcheme was immediately out in 


practice by theſe faithful domeſtics, 


and, though Louiſa and Maria were 
much affected, the doctor, who was in 
the ſecret, ſtrictly charged he might be 
left to his repoſe for that day at leaſt. 
Frequently did they gently ſteal to the 
top of the ſtair- caſe, but all was quiet; 


Louiſa thought her father was aſleep. The 


doctor called again in the evening, when 
. .- "the 
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the begged him with tears to inform 
her if her father was in danger. He, 
ſcarce able to. conceal the ſympathizing 


tear that fell from his checks at the affee- 


tionate diſtreſs of the young ladies, aſſu- 


red them all would be well, if he was not 


diſturbed ; for if Mr. Greaves ventured 


to ſpeak, it might be attended with dan- 
gerous conſequences, if not fatal. They 


promiſed to obey; and, after ſtaying 
late, he renewed his entreaties and de- 
parted. The young ladies retired, but 


not to fleep; for, after the waiting-wo- 
man was gone, they aroſe, and dreſſing 


themſelves by. the pale glimmering lighn 


of the moon, ſat down at their toilet, 
and, weeping, counted the hours. At 


length the clock firuck twelve, and 
Louiſa propoſed liſtening at the cham- 
ber-door, to hear whether her father was 
better ; this was readily agreed to by 
Maria, who much wiſhed to ſee him; fo 
taking her by the hand went ſoftly to the 


door; but hearing the nurſe and one of 
.the maids, who ſat up with the body, 


1 _ 2 talking 


1 


talking loud, the firſt words that ſtruck 


the attention of Miſs Greaves was, Aye, 


«« poor young lady, ſhe little thinks my 


« dear maſter was found dead in his 
* bed.” Louiſa gave a loud ſcream, 
and, burſting open the chamber-door, 
ran to the bed, and flinging herſelf on 
the corpſe, cried out, Oh ! ſpeak to 
« me, my dear father. —Oh ! ſpeak to 
your Lowlſa !—Oh+! cannot you an- 
ce ſwer then ?—You are dead, and 1 will 
_ « die with you.” Here her loud con- 


vulſive ſhrieks alarmed the houſe, and 


Maria fell motionleſs on the bed's feet. 
The ſervants ſtrove to ſeparate her from 
the body, but in vain; ſhe held her de- 
ceaſed parent ſo faſt in her arms, it roſe 
with her. At laſt, by force, they carried 
her to her chamber. But, when violent 
griefs aſſail the mind poſſeſſed by much 
| ſenſibility, reaſon flutters on her throne, 
and wild ideas ſwim in imagination, till 
they dethrone the poor bird, and leave a 


perfect chaos. Such was the ſtate of 


Miſs Greaves; when ſhe had exhauſted 
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I 
ber ſtrength, ſhe ſunk into a deep melan- 
choly, and nature denying the aid of 
tears, filled her mind with ten thouſand 
chimeras of her parent. Sometimes ſhe 
XZ faw him in the power of ruffians who were 
2X depriving him of life; then would her 
paaſſion exceed all bounds, and ſhe was 
by force reſtrained from laying violent 
"XZ hands on herſelf; then again would ſhe 
E ſweetly converſe with his departed ſhade, 
and, in perfect recollection, expreſs her 
grief at not receiving his laſt bleſſing. 
Thus fell, beneath the weight of ſudden 
and unexpected ſorrow, the beauteous 
L ouiſa, when ſhe had but juſt entered 
her nineteenth year, whilſt the forlorn 
Maria wept over her diſtracted friend, 
and ſeemed filently finking into her 
peaceful grave. 
In this dreadful Gtuation. were the 
lovely inhabitants of White Hall, when 
good Parſon Ellis arrived. This gentle- 
man had been left joint executor with- 
Mr. Edward Greaves, nephew to the de- 
ceaſed, and whom we mentioned in the 
D 3 2 3 
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beginning of this hiſtory. The grief 
this good man felt at the fight of Louiſa 
may be eaſier conceived than deſcribed. 


Every method was tried for her recovery, 


but in vain; and on his taking her into 
the room where her departed father lay, 
and opening the coffin to ſhew her the 
body, turning to Maria, ſaid, © I thought 
you told me, Miſs Brookes you wou'd 
e not viſit the church-yard any more ?” 
This was a ſudden renewal of Maria's 
ſorrows ; ſhe ſwooned in the arms of the 
parſon, while Louiſa ſcreamed—*< Take 
6e her out of the vault; ſhe will die, and 
then my heart will break indeed.” At 
laſt the day arrived that was appointed for 
the funeral, and Louiſa, at Mr. Ellis's 
deſire, was removed to a houſe that 
fronted the church-yard, and placed at a 
window, under which the proceſſion was 


to paſs. And as the cottagers now look - 


ed on her as a precious reli that inheri- 
ted the virtues of her father, ſent many 
fervent prayers to heaven for her recovery 


as they ſtood 1n crowds waiting for the 


arrival 
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1 arrival of the corpſe. At laſt the proceſ- 


fion came in fight, when the lady of the 


houſe pointed it out to Louiſa, who 


would otherwiſe have let it paſs unno- 


ticed, and when it drew near gave a 
ſhriek—** Good heavens ! Miſs Greaves, 


* they are going to bury your father 


« alive.” —* My father Is my father 
ec dead >” exclaimed ſhe ;—* Yes, yes, 
and they are going to bury him.” Oh! 
my father! let me get to him, they 
& ſhall not bury him!“ ſhe eried, burſt- 


ing into a flood of tears; Oh ! let me 


« ſave my father.” Parſon Ellis, who 
had been liſtening in an adjoining room, 
now entered, leading Maria, who, weep- 
ing, embraced Louiſa, and led her out 
of the houſe; Parſon Ellis ordering the 
cavalcade to fall back, they followed the 
corpſe into the church. Rivers of tears 
trickled down the cheeks of Louiſa, who 
leaned on his arm, and ſaw the mortal 


remains of her father depoſited by the 


fide of her mother. She was by Parſon : 
| _— nn. 4 — Ells- 
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Ellis ſupported back to the manſion- 
houſe, where all the inhabitants of it ſhed 
tears of unfeigned ſorrow, nor did the 
good clergyman diſdain to join them. 
The houſe was ſhut up now, and no com- 
| pany received. Louiſa found it moſt 
_ agreeable to indulge their melancholy in 
the large park and gardens with Parſon 
Ellis, who would never ſuffer them to 
walk unattended by him. Three months 
had elapſed, when he received a letter 
from his daughter, with the advice of the 


death of her grandmother, and of a large 


ſum of money that had been found in her 
poſſeſſion. This lady, whoſe maiden name 
was Fitzroy, was deſcended from an an- 
cient and honourable family ; ſhe had been 
married in the early part of her life to a 
gentleman of the name of Boyle, whoſe 
whole patrimony conſiſted of five thou- 
fand pounds, and a captain's commiſſion 
in the army; and as they had but one 


daughter, (afterwards Mrs. Ellis) and her 


father too much pride to ſtain his blood 
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by engaging in any 2x that would : 
better his fortune, they lived in ſplendid 
Poverty ; that 1s, they had juſt enough to 
diſcharge their debts once a quarter, and 
not a ſingle ſhilling more that they could 
call their own. This of courſe led them 
to be great economiſts; and Captain. 
Boyle, who was continually torturing his 
brain to raiſe a fortune for his daughter, 
without entering into any mercantile en- 
gagements, ventured two thouſand 
pounds in the South Sea bubble in the 


year 1742. But all his golden dreams 


vaniſhing with his diſappointment, the 


loſs he met with took ſuch an effect upon 
him, that it deprived him of his ſenſes, 
and, after lingering three years .in this 


terrible ſituation, ended his life in a pri- 
vate mad-houſe. This had nearly redu- 


ced Mrs. Boyle to a ſimilar one, which 


concluded in a moſt covetous diſpoſition. 


She diicharged her ſervants, and chan- 


ging her-name, for fear of being diſco- 
vered by any of her own or huſband's re- 
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lations, ſhe retired to W——n, allowing 


herſelf and daughter no more than the 


Income of her penſion to live upon, lay- 


Ing up yearly the intereſt of three thou- 


ſand pounds, which ſhe took great plea- 


{ure in looking at, though ſhe never ven- 
tured to touch it, and her continually 
pleading poverty induced her neighbours 


to believe her really as poor as ſhe pre- 


tended. Her daughter, who was now grown 
big enough to ſave the expence of a ſer- 


vant, was preſented with a book of cook - 


ery inſtead of a grammar, and her needle 


ſupplied the place of a pen. In this 


manner did ſhe live with Miſs Boyle, who 
was a blooming country laſs, and ſkilled 
in every perfection that graced the neigh- 


bouring farmers wives, as ſhe was inten- 


ded by her mother for nothing better ; 


and which ſhe certainly would have been, 


had not her roſy cheeks and fine black 


eyes captivated the heart of Mr. Ellis, 


who, pleaſed with her native innocence, 


and not thinking it neceſſary for his wife 
: „ 


C 91. 

td be a fine lady, eſpecially as he had no- 
thing but his curacy to ſupport her with, . 
ſolicited the hand of Betſy Boyle: but his 
ſuit was rejected by the mother, who had 
ſet her mind on uniting her with a neigh- 
bouring farmer, over whoſe fertile acres - 
ſhe had frequently walked with much 
pleaſure, while ſhe imagined her daughi- 
ter would be one day miſtreſs of them. 
But, finding all oppoſition vain, at laſt 
conſented to their union, and ſelling off 

her goods, lived with them till her death, 
at the parfonage, when, upon ſearching 
ker trunks, three thouſand guineas were 
found, which ſhe had ſaved independent 
of what was left by her huſband—and a 
will, in which he had bequeathed the in- 
tereſt for her life, and the principal at her 
death to his daughter. This news was 
received with great ſurpriſe by the par- 
fon, who declared, that he always thought 
his mother-in-law was as poor as ſhe- 
| pretended, He anſwered the letter 
im, charging Miſs Ellis to fay 
„ wich 


C60 ] 
with her mother, as it was impoflible for 
him to leave White Hall till the other. 
executor was preſent, as it was the late Mr. 
Greaves's deſire he would ſee every thing 
ſettled before he quitted that place. 

At laſt Mr. Edward Greaves arrived, 
and the will was opened in the preſence 
of all the family, except Louiſa, whoſe 
frequent faintings obliged her to be 
carried out of the room, in which he be- 
queathed . forty thouſand pounds, with 
the manor and eſtates belonging to 
White Hall, to his daughter; and, in 
caſe of her death, without iſſue, to 
Maria Brooks, daughter of his late 
beloved friend, John Brooks, Eſq. 
of W——n ; to his nephew, Mr. Ed- 
ward Greaves, the ſum of five hundred 
pounds, excluſive of the moiety of two 
thouſand pounds to be equally divided 
between him and the good parſon for 
their trouble as executors; to Miſs 
Ellis two thouſand pounds; kindly re- 
membering all his ſervants, and his old 
| 4 penſion- 


(61. þ 
penſioners, whom he ſtiled his unfortu- 
nate friends, to whom he gave the fame 
allowance they enjoyed in his life-time ; 
and, in caſe of Louiſa's marrying, and 
having a family, he then gave ten thou- 
ſand pounds to Maria, out of the forty 
thouſand, at the birth of his daughter 5 
firſt child,” : 
Mr. Edward 8 was about 


twenty- nine years of age, his perſon tall, 


his manner elegant, an aſtoniſhing quick- 
neſs of thought, and an agreeable eaſy 
converſation, made him a great favourite 
of the ladies, who are in general cap- 


tivated by thoſe men who do not think 


it worth while to contradict them. This 
was his diſpoſition, who, under the maſk. 


50 of an obliging affability, and profound 
veneration of their opinions, held the 


whole ſex in the higheſt contempt, ofſten 
declaring to his boſom friends, he con- 


ceived them in no other view than 
neceſſary evils. His father was the 


youngeſt brother of the deceaſed Mr. 
Gr caves; | 
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by merchandize, but his covetous diſ- 


poſition not fuffering him to ſpend any 
part of it, he lived contented in Cole- 
man-ftreet, and if, by chance, he paſſed. 
an evening from home, it was in com- 
pany with his barber over a pot of por- 


ter. In this manner he lived till he had 


realized the ſum of two hundred thouſand 
pounds, when he was ſeized with the 
ſmall-pox, which he fancied he caught 
by ſeeing a perſon paſs his compting- 
houſe window, newly recovered of that 
diforder, and died. His fon was then 
in his ſeventeenth year; his father in- 
tending he ſhould be brought up in- 
the ſame line, left the greateſt part of 


his fortune to his wife. This lady had 


long regretted the narrow education of 


Edward ; and, as ſhe was unacquainted 


with his private ſentiments, which were 
truly vicious, ſhe ſent for a pious divine, 
and entruſted him to his care. But al! 


the wiſe precepts of his worthy tutor 


Were 


Greaves ; he had amaſſed a large fortune 


: £05 
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1 63 
were thrown away upon this young 
libertine : he was enraged at not being 
left in poſſeſſion of his father's fortune, 


declaring it was a falſe will, and even 


attempted to ſet it aſide, but not ſuc- 
ceeding, he joined with a ſet of wretches 
who led him into every ſcene of riot 
and diſſipation that corrupts morals, and 


deſtroys youth, ever rendering them 
callous to the feelings of humanity. 
Por, what ideas can any man entertain 
of the amiable part of the ſex, who has 
never been uſed to converſe with any 
other than the bad? But ſuch are the 


ſentiments of a great part of mankind, 
and, ſorry Iam to ſay, that they form 
them from their own depraved conduct. 
Of this opinion, was a great man; and 
though I admire his writings, yer I ap 
his malevolence. 

But to return to my ſtory 3 Edward 


was much vexed at not being left ſole 


_ * Who ſays, « Every woman is at heart a rake.” 
ee executor 
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[ 64 J 
executor to his uncle's will, for he had 
formed a noble plan to cheat his couſin 
out of her fortune; but as this was im- 
poſſible, he was obliged to put on the 
appearance of content, though a ſtranger 
to his heart, he ſeemingly lamented the 
death of his uncle in the moſt extrava- 
gant manner. 

Every thing being now ſettled, and 
as Mr. Ellis was much wanted at the par- 
ſonage, he ſet off, recommending Louiſa 
and Maria to his care. 


1 


HAF. W. 


OUISA, who revered her father's 

4 memory too much to diſlike the 
man that he had named as one of his 
executors, conſulting Miſs Brooks, choſe 
Edward for her guardian, while Maria 
begged Parſon Ellis to a& for her. 
This was what Mr. Edward Greaves had 
aimed at; he was pleaſed when ſhe in- 

formed him of her determination, but 
greatly chagrined when ſhe requeſted 
dim to write to Mr. Ellis to take upon 
him the ſame office for her friend, though 
he much approved her choice with his 
uſual diſſimulation, and immediately 
obeyed his couſin's commands. 

Six months elapſed, when they re- 
ceived a viſit from Mr. and Mrs. Groves, 
who were going to ſpend a few weeks 
at Roſe Hall; they were much amazed 
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[66 } 
at hearing of Mr. Greaves's death, which, 
till then, they were ſtrangers to, as they 
had been more than twelve months in 
London on account of a law: ſuit they 
were engaged in. Mrs. Groves was 
ſenſibly affected at the melancholy news, 


and, after comforting the ladies as far 


as in her power, they ſet off for her 
father's. 


degree of cheerfulnefs, and, with great 


perſuaſion, ſhe prevailed on her to appear 
in the village, where the poor cottagers 


beheld her as the fun that had been long 


obſcured. They flew to get a fight of 
their beloved lady, and could not refrain 


from tears at beholding her emaciated 


frame, that ſeemed but a ſhadow of her- 
ſelf; while ſhe diffuſed her benevolence 
to all around her, eſpecially thoſe who 


Mifs Ellis now viſited White 
Hall with the good Parſon, who intend- 
ed to leave her there while he went to 
London to tranſact ſome affairs of her 
late grandmother. Her lively diſpoſi- 
tion made Louiſa appear with a ſmall 


"7 ARE 
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huad been the favourites of her father. Ed- 


ward, in their abſence, received a letter 


from Mr. Adair, the gentleman men- 
tioned in the firſt volume of this hiſtory, 
defiring him to take him a houſe in his 
neighbourhood, as his filter was in an ill 


ſtate of health, and had a great deſire . 
to be near White Hall. This gave 


Louiſa much pleafure, as ſhe had often 
regretted her not keeping up a correſ- 
pondence with Miſs Adair, as this young 
lady was a great favourite of Mr. Hil- 


yard's, whoſe company ſhe would have 
been very glad of. A houſe very near, 


happened to be vacant, anſwering the 
deſcription, was immediately taken, and 
workmen ordered to put it in proper 
repair for them, and in leſs than a month 


every thing was completed for their 


reception. At laſt the much-wiſhed-for 


day arrived, and Miſs Adair alighted at 
White Hall. This young lady, who. was 
in her twenty-fourth year, very tall, and 


what may be called a brown beauty, her 
TD TRI temper 
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F 
temper ſprighily, ad ber manners polite '"X 
and engaging. She had been brought 
up with a young gentleman to- whom 4 
| her father had been guardian; and his 
parents had on their death bed deſired 
that they might be united. Their hearts 
ſeemedto anticipate the wiſhes of their 
friends ; but as they did not live to fee 2 
them fulfilled, they made them ſolemnly 
promiſe to marry. each other as ſoon as RH 
they came of age, charging young Mr. 
Adair to give his fiſter away at the altar 
to Mr. Blond, For three years after 
their deccaſe, Mr. Blond paid every 
attention to Miſs Adair, omitting no 
opportunity to gain her affe&ions, in 
which he ſucceeded but too well, and 

every preparation was made for the 
wedding, when this perjured lover gave 
his hand to a woman he kept, and to 
avoid her brother's reſentment, ſet 
off for France; but the hand of him who. 
avenges the cauſe of the innocent, fol- 
lowed ns andthe little veſſel driven by 
con- 
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69 J | 
contrary winds on the coaſt, where him- 
ſelf and many of the crew periſhed. 
This heavy diſappointment ſo much 
affected Miſs Adair, that her health was 
greatly impaired, and the phyſicians, 
fearful of a decline, ordered her to the 


ſouth of France ; but this journey ſhe 


could not be prevailed on to take, and 
recollecting the abode of Miſs Greaves, 


whom ſhe often wiſhed to ſee, prevailed 
-on her brother to write to White Hall, 


as before related. 


They were now as happy as ſuch a 
melancholy group could be, and found 


pleaſing relief by relating to each other 
their own misfortunes; many a long 


evening were ſpent in recounting the 


pleaſures and ſorrows of paſt time: and 
as Mr. Adair's houſe was not above half 
a mile diſtant, they were one family. 
Time thus flipped away till the return of 


Parſon Ellis from London, who came 


to take his daughter back to the par- 
ſonage. This parting gave Louiſa and 


Maris 


„„ 
Maria ſome uneaſineſs, but a promiſe of 
Miſs Ellis's company in the ſpring, ſoon 


diſpelled their ſorrows. The winter 
now drew on apace, and with it the long 
comfortable evenings that are ſpent in 
muſic, reading, and other elegant amuſe- 


ments ; frequently Maria took her place 


at the harpſichord, and beguiled the 


| tedious hours with the moſt e nchanting 


harmony: ſometimes Mr. Adair read 
ſelect paſſages from thoſe immortal poets, 


Shakeſpeare and Milton, pointing out 
their beauties with all the charming elo- 
quence he was maſter of, delighting his 


auditors, and indeed, while in the pre- 
ſence of Louiſa, his whole ſoul dwelt 
on his lips, his words and actions were 
inſpired, and his native dignity ſhone 
forth with redoubled grace. He often 


lamented the indiſpoſition of his ſiſter 
in the moſt tender manner, declaring he 


would part with every thing that was 


precious to him if he could but regain 
her peace. Louiſa uſed to ſympathize 


with 


17 7 
wich him, often ſhedding tears of pity 
for her friend's misfortunes, till love, 
ſoftly creeping, gained the aſcendance 
over friendſhip, and ſat enthroned in 
both their hearts. She was the divinity 
of Mr. Adair; the ſound of her voice 


threw him into raptures not to be de- 
ſcribed, and every opportunity he dwelt 


filently on her heavenly form, while 


his tender looks told the paſſion that 


poſſeſſed his ſoul. Louiſa trembled; 
ſenſations ran through her whole frame, 


and a ſight of him rendered her ſcarce 


able to ſupport herſelf. She knew not 


the danger of beſtowing her affections 


before ſhe was aſſured of a return. 
Louiſa now took her ſolitary rambles, 
attended by Maria, and indulged a ten- 


derneſs known to thoſe only who have 


felt ſuch, while her deſponding lover 
durſt not declare his paſſion, but having 
free acceſs to White Hall, generally 
roved in che Park and told his tale to the 


Zephyrs, 
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zephyrs, invoked the muſes, and carved 
her name on every tree. 

One fine evening he had muffled up 
himſelf in a great- coat, and amuſed 
himſelf in walking about the extenſive 
Park, when he ſaw his ſiſter, Louiſa, and 
Maria, approaching the ſpot where he 
ſat: amazed on the appearance of his 
ſiſter, who he knew would banter him 
on his being there unknown to the family, 
he roſe haſtily, and concealed himſelf 


among the trees unperceived, through a 


thicket, at adiſtance, until an opportunity 
offered of getting out unperceived. Maria, | 
who had juſt a glimpſe of this romantic 
lover, aſſured Miſs Adair and Louiſa, ſhe 
had ſeen him, but on their coming to 
the place, no traces could be found. 
« Good Heavens!“ ſaid Miſs Adair, 
looking at Louiſa, © what magnet can 
« draw him to this ſolitary place? if he 
had met with any diſappointment, he 
«© might ſeek theſe __ to amuſe his 
« melancholy in; bat I have often 

Z heard 


S 66 a 


= 
l 

ci heard him declare, that he never ſaw 
e he could love.” “ Aye,” 
interrupted Maria, 1 ſuppoſe he is 
e caught at laſt; we have walked ſome 
« diſtance. from the houſe, and I think 
« we will reſt ourſelves on this chair, 
« for J am certain I ſaw him, and he 
cannot be far from hence, without 
« he means to play Romeo, and hide 
«© himſelf to ſurvey his Juliet's window 
«by moon-light.” Louiſa, bluſhing, 
ſpoke not a word, fearful of farther 
converſation on the ſubject, that raiſed 
emotions ſhe could ſcarce conceal. Not 
far diſtant from the place where they fat 
* was a large piece of water with an ifland 
in the middle, upon which Mr. Greaves 
had built a ſummer-houſe, and a pavilion 
for muſic; there was a beautiful toned 
finger- organ, with ſeveral other inſtru- 
ments. The ſun was on the decline, 
and as the day had been very hot, its 
crimſon beams played gently on the 
water, and cauſed a moſt beautiful reflec- 
Vor. II. E = tion, 


1 
tion, which they ſat admiring for ſome time, 
when Miſs Adair propoſed croſſing the 
Chineſe bridge, and looking into the 
pavilion, ſaying, © She ſuppoſed the dif- 
<« conſolate Romeo was gone there to in- 
* dulge himſelf in ſome love airs.” Mr. 
Adair, who ſaw them coming, and had 
no way to eſcape, took a harp, and be- 
gan to try the ſtrings, when the ladies 
entered. Good Heavens! brother, 
« why did you run away from us?“ 
cried his ſiſter; I am ſure you {aw us 
« coming down the ſerpentine-walk.” 
He aſſured the ladies he was ignorant 
of their being in the Park, declaring the 
fineneſs of the evening invited him to 
ſtroll into 1t,—** Well, we believe you,“ 
interrupted Maria, but, as a penance . 
* for not calling at White Hall, you 
* ſhall eſcort us to a poor woman's 
4 cottage, who has lately loſt her huſ- 
& band.” 13 
This was readily complied with, and 
they proceeded towards a farm-houſe 

3 ent 


L 78. 4 
near a mile diſtant. The FR was 


formerly a ſervant to Mr. Greaves, but, 
marrying, he had ſettled him in it. He 


unfortunately fell off a cart loaded v 
hay, and diſlocated his neck, and before 
proper aſſiſtance could be obtained, he 
died, leaving a widow and four ſmall 
children deſtitute. The news no ſooner” - 
reached the ear of Louiſa, than ſhe 
ſent a ſervant to aſſure her, ſhe would 
take them under her protection, and 
viſit her as ſoon as her huſband was 
buried : juſt as they were going, they 
were joined by Miſs Adair, who agreed 
to accompany them, when walking 
through the Park Maria eſpied her 
brother, who. attempted to avoid them 
in the manner mentioned. At the farm- 
| houſe they found the poor woman ſur- 
rounded by her little family; ſhe had 
prepared every thing for their reception, 
as Louiſa had previouſly ſent word of 
their coming that evening. They drank 
tea in a ſmall arbour in the garden, and 
8 80 Hig: WE ee 
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were waited upon by her little god- 
daughter, a fine child about ten years 
old, who was educated at her expence, 
? ing intended for her own ſervant. 
The evening was far advanced when 


they took their departure, after preſenting 
the poor woman with twenty pounds. 
They were Juſt entering the Park, 
when three fellows, armed with piſtols, 
iaſſued from behind a hedge and demand- 
ed their purſes. The ladies claſped 
round Mr. Adair, who, with more 
courage than prudence, ſwore he would 


not be robbed. *©* Come, come, Sir,” 


cried one of the ruffians, . you muſt not 
'* pretend to trifle with us, ſo deliver 


£ this inſtant. This, and the ladies 


entreaties, rather pacified him, and they 
gave them their purſes, the contents of 
which were pretty conſiderable, except 


Louila's, who had emptied her's at 
the farm - houſe, when one of the 


robbers ſeeing a picture hang down 
| her boſom, ſnatched it away: ter- 
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rited at their piſtols, and cefolute be 
haviour, ſhe fell on her knees, and witlr 


- tears begged they would return it; but 


deaf to her entreaties, they laughed, and 
told her, ſhe was rich enough to buy 
another. Her tears wound up the paſ- 


ſion of Mr. Adair beyond all bounds, 


and taking aim at the fellow, who was 
very deliberately pocketing the Minia- 
rure, in an inſtant laid him on the 
ground, grappling with another, he 


wrenched the piſtol from his hand, whilſt 
the third, who was a few yards diftant 


from his companions, turned' round and 


fired at him, the ball wounded his 
arm; the ſcreams of the ladies were 
violent, added to the ca!mnefs of the 


evening, carried the report of the piſ- 


tol a great way in the Park, juſt as 
the gardener and two of his men were 
putting up their tools; they haſtened 


to the place time enough to reſcue Mr. 
Adair from the hands of the ruffians, 


| who had got him down on the ground, | 
J)) 
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and was going to murder him. The 


gardener, when he ſaw them, had the 
preſence of mind to halloo, as if a dozen 


more had been behind; this ſo alarmed 
them, that, throwing away the Miniature, 
they fled with precipitation towards a 


neighbouring wood. The whole care of 
the ſervants was now directed to Mr. 


Adair, who had received ſeveral wounds, 
which, with the loſs of blood, rendered 
him too faint to walk ; he was carried to 
White Hall, white the ladies followed 


trembling. A bed was made ready, and 
a ſurgeon ſent for, who, upon examin- 


ing his wounds, pronounced them not 
dangerous. This was ſome relief to the 


ladies, who were inconſolable, eſpe- 


cially Louiſa. 
As ſoon as he was able to fit up, 
they were his conſtant viſitors; they 
ſung, embroidered, painted, and other- 
wiſe amuſed themſelves. This was 
a moſt charming elyſium, and the 
preſence of his Louiſa amply repaid 
him 
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him for all the pains he has undergone, 
and ſhe, . conſidering this misfortune 
as it really was, his ſole attention to 
the loſs of her Miniature, indulged the 
pleaſing idea of being beloved by the 
man ſhe had long given her heart to. 
His eyes brightened when ſhe entered 
the room, while her form became ani- 
mated, and the quickneſs of the blood 
brought the glowing bluſh into her 
cheeks, which gave them an additional 
luſtre. When nearly recovered, he pre- 
tended to be much worſe than he really 
was, to avoid returning to his own 
houſe ; at laſt, he got well enough to 
walk in the Park, and as the ſurgeon had 
orderedexerciſe, he took his ſolitary ram- 


bles again, and in the lonely ſhade would 


meditate on the perfections of his miſ- 
treſs. One day, Maria had walked out 
with Miſs Adair, Louiſa being rather in- 


| diſpoſed, did not accompany them, but 


amuſed herſelf with her harpſichord; when 
he, returning from walking, drawn by 
E 4 „ 


L 30% 
the harmony of her muſic, was involunta- 
nly led into the parlour, where he ſtood 
unperceived while ſhe played ſeveral 


airs, which ſhe accompanied with ſighs. 
Suddenly ſtopping, © Good Heavens!“ 
ſhe exclaimed; „ with what various 


paſſions is the human heart affected: 


5 pride, ambition, and every wiſh give 
„ way to love, „at inſenſibly ſteals into 
< the breaſt: yet, ſure I may without a 
* crime indulge this paſſion, when the 
object is ſo amiable, and who valiantly 


< riſqued his life, for what I held dearer 
than my own, the likeneſs of my 


ec honoured father.” Mr. Adair had 


now heard enough to confirm his hap- 
pineſs, and wiſhing to get out unper- 
ceived by Louiſa, turned ſoftly round, 
but happening to be over-cautious, 
threw down a large muſick-book that 


laid upon a chair behind him; the noiſe 
made her turn round, when ſhe beheld 
Mr. Adair; almoſt deprived of motion, 
ſhe attempted to riſe; a crimſon bluſh 
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overſpread her face, which inſtantly 
changed into a death-like paleneſs, and 
trembling, ſhe ſunk down on the chair.. 


He flew to her aſſiſtance, and at her feet 


implored pardon for his intruſion, whilſt 
he, turning away her head, attempted to 
conceal the falling tears, gently waving 


her hand for his departure, which he: 
preſſed to his lips, and retired. 

L ouiſa remained ſome minutes, but as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw him croſs the lawn; with- 
drew to her chamber, more diſpleaſed 


at her own incaution, than his preſump-- 
tion. Maria and: Mifs Adair: now re- 


turned, and. inquiring. for Miſs. Greaves, . 


were informed: by her waiting-woman;. 
ſhe was in her dreſling-room ; alarmed,, 


for fear of a relapſe of her late dreadful: 
diſorder, eſpecially as ſhe had obſerved: 
her to be: melancholy, Maria went im- 


| mediately, and found her in tears, ten- 
derly inquiring the cauſe, which Louiſa 
informed her with bluſhes : Maria did. 


Wi in her power to conſole her, adding, 


© ſhe 


Cw 3 
ſhe did not think there was any cauſe for 
grief, as ſhe was ſure their affections were 

mutual. 1 | 

Miſs, Adair had borrowed her mini- 
ature, under pretence of getting a copy 
for her own wearing, but on Maria's 
queſtioning her, owned it was for her 
brother. The bluſh came and returned 
on the cheek of Louiſa, while ſhe related 
the circumſtance. It was reſolved to 
invite Miſs Adair to her drefling-room, 
and under the © plea of indiſpoſition, 
avoid being ſeen that day by her brother; 
but an hour had hot elapſed, before 
a countryman brought the following 
note : | 


« Mapan, dar ht 
« AFTER the unpardon- 
able rudeneſs I have been guilty of, 
« dare not approach that preſence, 
« which I call Heaven to witneſs, was 
the cauſe of my intruſion ; drawn by 
« the enchanting harmony of your 
0 «© muſic, 


E W 

cc muſic, and ſtill more by the charming 
« performer, I ventured to ſtand ſome 
« minutes filent, but the fear of your 
© heavy diſpleaſure has deprived me of 
that happineſs I ſhould otherwiſe have 
« enjoyed. Permit me, Madam, to 
« ſolicit your forgiveneſs, for never dare 
« [ reviſit White Hall without your per- 
'© miſſion.” | 


Loviſa ſhewed this note to Maria, who 
declared it would be too much like the 
character of coquet to difſemble her real 
wiſhes after what had paſſed; ſhe there- 
fore prevailed on her to anſwer it, when 
taking her pen ſhe wrote as follows; 


e Miſs Greaves would be extremely 
« ſorry that any of her friends ſhould 
« abſent themſelves from White Hall, 
* and ſhe muſt eſteem the brother of 
re Miſs Adair one.” 


4 


. 
If any prude ſhould read this, let them 
not condemn it for being too forward, 
when I aſſure them, the charming writer 
was above deceit; and if any coquet 
reads it, ſne may reſt aſſured Louiſa was 


not one of them, therefore, they muſt not 


cry, © Lard! the filly creature; why, if 


« it had been me, I would have proteſted 
66 had not the leaſt affeftion for Mr. 
ce Adair; and, oh dear! I would have 
©« taken all the pains in the world to 
* have pleaſed and plagued him, and if 
T I had ſeen him look at another woman, 


« then I would have fainted, and the 
« moment we were by ourſelves, ran 
c away from him, and. declared that. I 


« deteſted him; if Louiſa had done ſo, 
„why, perhaps in time, ſhe might have 
« ſeen ſome other gentleman ſhe liked 


cc better. Well, I am ſure ſhe did not 


« edify by being in London, where 


« many a lady is married (1 mean diſ- 


« poſed of) without ſeeing her huſband. 
« Lat a, | how unfaſhionable ' l 'tis the 
Led ro ũ h f W 
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moſt awkward thing in nature, to bein 
« love with one's own huſband.” Theſe 
are the ſentiments of ſome modern ladies I 
could name; but if this deſcription ever 
falls into their hands, let us hope they 
ill ſee the impropriety of expreſſing, 
them. 


R CHAP, 


"TT 3 


CHAP. V. 


NS R. Adair received Miſs Greaves's 


note with raptures, and met the 


bluſhing Louiſa at dinner. She found 
the head-ach had ſuddenly left her, and 


was well enough recovered to walk in 
the Park, when he, under the pretext of 
ſhewing her where ſome improvements 


might be made, allured her from Maria 


and his ſiſter, and, taking that advan- 
tage, declared his paſſion. - She replied, 


« ſhe had incautiouſly told her ſenti- 
« ments already ;” then haſtily joined 
her company. Fs MON 
As Mr. Adair was now perfe&ly re- 
eſtabliſhed 1n his health, he and his ſiſter 
had fixed that evening for their return 


to their own houſe, They took leave, 
£ promiſing. 
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promiſing to viſit each other every op- 
portunity. 


Several weeks had paſſed, when they 
were moſt agreeably ſurprized by the ar- 


* rival of Mr. Edward Greaves and Mr. 


Hillyard. Mr. Greaves had often heard 


Louiſa lament her not being acquainted 


with Mr. Hillyard's reſidence ; ſhe, not 
chuſing to enter into a correſpondence 
with Lady Modely, had applied for in- 
formation to Miſs Adair, who informed 
her he generally ſlept at hismiece's ; but, 


of late, ſhe had heard that lady fay he 
had left town, and where he was gone 


ſhe could not tell. 1 

When the firſt compliments were over, 
Mr. Hillyard congratulated her on her 
ſtay in the country, aſſuring her, if ſne 
perſevered, ſhe would continue in his 
good opinion. Louiſa returned, ** that 
{© what was her natural inclination was no 
merit; ſhe muſt therefore beg him not 


* to conſider it as ſuch ;”—At which he 
claſped his hands, and cried, © Thank 


63 


1 
& God, one fair flower has eſcaped con- 
© tagion, and is left to bloſſom in its na- 
ce tive ſoil.” | 
The next morning, Mr. Hillyard 
viſited the village, where he was ſo 
delighted with the accounts given him of 
Miſs Greaves and Miſs Brooks, that the 
moment he entered the room where they 
were ſitting, he in an ecſtacy of joy em- 
braced them, calling them his dear chil- 
dren, praying God to bleſs and prolong 
their lives.—“ But, alas.!” cried he with 
a ſigh, © I am afraid you are too good 
& for this world; I was once ſuperlati ve- 
ly bleſt with an angel like you, (look- 
ce ing at Miſs Greaves) and admired her 
& as divinity itſelf —for. ſuch, indeed, ſhe 
& was; ſhe was a nurſe to the fick, a 
© mother to the helpleſs, and a friend to 
4 the diſtrefſed—ſhe was too good for 
cc me to enjoy; I ſaw. the icy arms. of 
& Death embrace her lovely body, while 
& her precious ſoul took its airy flight to 
L its native ſkies, Near a. week I fat by 


Ty 
« her coffin, and mourned, as if the clay 
„ retained the ſenſe, though not the 
« power, to anſwer me :—at laſt I was 
e torn away by a good elergyman, her 
ec brother. Nothing could prevail on 
ec me to quit the houſe ; and, in ſpite of 
&« faſhionable remonſtrances, F attended 
the mournful remains of my better half 
to the 7omb—all I could do was to 
<« ſhed a tear of affefion, though I now 
« yearly ſhed thouſands to her memory. 
« Her image is engraven on my heart, 
c and time can never efface it.” 
The tears trickled down his cheeks, 
and pearly drops filled the eyes of Louiſa 
and Maria, when the entrance of Mr. 
Adair, his fiſter, and Mr. Greaves, put a 
ſtop to the converfation.— Mr. Adair, 
perceiving Louiſa's eyes looked red, ten- 
derly inquired after her health; It was 
late in the evening before they parted ; 
Mr. Hillyard had retired to his chamber. 
After a pauſe, Mr. Greaves cried, 
< Surely it can't bea truth? e What?“ 
- replied 


in 
' 441 08 
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: replied "200 "RE “That you are going 


* to marry Mr. Adair.” —Louiſa bluſh- 


ed; but, recol' ecting herlglt, returned, 
Sure, Sir, you are not in earneſt to 


x « queſtion me with ſuch authority?“ — 


He now began to think he had aſſumed 


too much. As he was a perfect maſter 
of diſſimulation he altered his tone of 


voice, and, with the utmoſt calmneſs, 


replied, . Nothing but your intereſt, my 


dear couſin, could make me take the 
& liberty; I was informed ſo.“ “ Then 


& jt is a truth, I aſſure you, Sir,” ſhe re- 
plied, © and it is my unalterable reſolu- 
„ tion,” —“ Why, Miſs Greaves, conſi- 


ce der your fortune entitles you to a much 
«© ſuperior match. —“ Very probable, 


c Sir; but his character is unexception- 


6 able.” 

Whether this ein touched Ed- 
ward too near, I will not ſay; he begged 
pardon, and making a low bow retired, 


leaving herand Maria in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation. Louiſa had found her- 
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ſelf much hurt at the beginning of his 
diſcourſe, yet his apology ſoothed her, 
eſpecially on Maria's repreſenting there 
might be ſome reaſon for his objection. 
« For, ſurely, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, © Mr. 


« Greaves would never ſuffer a gentle- 


« man to receive the hand of his couſin 
« that was not worthy of it; and yet 1 


cannot think ſo of Mr, Adair, and 


& ſhould be very unwilling to believe 


« Mr. Greaves preferred intereſt to me- 
„ rit;” adding, Mr. Hillyard, who 


* knew the Adair family, muſt certainly 
«© be acquainted with his character, and 
« he was not a perſon who would be ſe- 
e cret, when the happineſs of a young 
« lady, for whom he profeſſed ſuch re- 
*« gard, depended upon it.“ | 

This Louiſa conſented to; and it was 
agreed Maria ſhould embrace the firſt 
opportunity of ſatisfying themſelves. Mr. 


Hillyard informed Miſs Brooks he enter- 


tained the higheſt opinion of his huma- 
nity, juſtice, and every other virtue that 
| 5 | can 
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can adorn an honeſt man. This account 
made Louiſa happy, and ſhe readily con- 
cluded her couſin's motive was a view 
of marrying her to ſome gentleman, 


whoſe fortune was more equivalent to 
her own than Mr. Adau's, whoſe eſtate 


was little more than one thouſand” pounds 


a year, and, as ſhe conceived, it was on- 


ly his ſolicitude for her welfare. All re- 
ſerve was dropped on her fide; but it was 


not ſo with him—he had marked Louiſa 


as his ſure prey, and flattered himſelf ſhe 


could not refuſe him. Full of this idea 
he had gained her permiſſion to reſide at 
White Hall, and as falfe reports are eafier 


propagated, and ſooner believed than 


truth, and knowing the delicate ſenti- 


ments of Louiſa, thought, by feeing a 


parcel of wretches that he had at his 
command, to publiſh ſcandal, and by 


thoſe means to make himſelf maſter of 


her perfon and fortune. But this ſchetne 
was fruſtrated, on Mr. Adair and his ſiſter 
coming to reſide at the village, and it 
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was much againſt his inclination that the 
houſe was taken for them; but hear- 
ing Miſs Greaves «expreſs ſuch ſatisfac- 
tion on the occaſion, he acquieſced. 

They had not been ſettled above three 
weeks, when he received a packet from 
London, which required his immediate 
attendance, and kept him there the re- 
mainder of the ſummer. 

On his return, he was informed by his 
ſervant, who he had left there as a ſpy, 


of the intended wedding. At chis un- 


expected news he ſcarce knew how to 


conceal his chagrin, and was ſome days 
conſidering what ſtep he had beſt take, 


to prevent a union which gave him ſo 
much uneaſineſs, and which he counted 
as a great part of his own fortune; at laſt 
he reſolved to attack his couſin, and laid 
every bait imagination could ſuggeſt, to 
draw Mr. Adair into the company of 
ſome gentlemen who were lately come 


Into the neighbourhood, and were noto- 
ious drunkards ; though he avoided ap- 


2 pearing * 
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pearing at White Hall the leaſt intoxi- 
cated himſelf, yet he brought conſtant 
accounts of Mr. Adair, who, to oblige 
him, had frequently attended him. 
Theſe nocturnal revels at laſt reached 
the ear of Mr. Hillyard; and the firſt 


viſit the old gentleman paid him, he did 
not fail to remonſtrate on the impropriety 


of his conduct, when he was on the eve 
of being united to ſuch an amiable young 
lady as. Miſs Greaves; adding, * ſhe 

* was much offended at the deſcription 
© her couſin gave of his behaviour, 
© whenever he accompanied him to El- 


ford! “ö What!“ interrupted he, 
«© did Greaves give thoſe narratives, 


e when it was at his perſuaſion, and 
© to oblige him, I went?“ . Good 


Heavens, cried Mr. Hillyard, © then 
„go no more; and learn that he, 


© who wiſhes you to degrade yourſelf 


«© beneath the brutes in the fields, can 
& never be your friend. — This was a 
1 0 | i 
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clap of thunder to Adair, but he reſol. 
ved to viſit White Hall that evening. 

When they arrived there, Mr. Hill- 
yard, looking ſteadfaſtly at Greaves, 
with a ſevere countenance, cried out, 
« So, 1 find theſe pretty Elford” gentry 
© are your acquaintances, Sir ?”*—Louiſa 
looked at her couſin, (who changed co- 
lour) and left the room; but returning 
in a few minutes, with a ſmile aſked him, 
& Tf ever he denied them?“ ““ No, 
Sir!“ replied Mr. Hillyard'; * but 1 
« don't think it generous to draw a 
« friend into follies, and then expoſe 
cc him. This was laughed at by 
Greaves, who, to palliate the matter, 
ſaid, © He never thought any ill conſe- 
% quences could ariſe from any harmleſs 
© amuſement, eſpecially when there was 
© no avotding it; but, however, he 
4 would entreat his couſin to favour them 
with an air or two upon her harpſi- | 
chord, which he hoped would diſpel 
e his anger.” —Mr. Hillyard fighed, and 
1 „ 
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Louiſa, pleaſed that Mr. Adair was not 
what he had been repreſented, roſe, with 
the utmoſt complaiſance, and taking her 
place at the inſtrument, with the greateſt 
vivacity, played the charming ballad of 
Roſlin Caſtle, of which Mr. Adair was a 
great admirer. . 
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CHAP. VI. 


2 Louiſa was by no means 
pleaſed with the mean artifices of 


Greaves to leſſen Mr. Adair in her opi- 


nion, yet, out of reſpect to her father's 


memory, who had appointed him one of 


his executors, ſhe let it paſs over in ſilence, 
but it only ſerved to haſten her approach- 
ing nuptials; and, at the entreaties of 


Maria and Mr. Hillyard, ſhe promiſed 


to give her hand to Mr. Adair, whilſt 
Greaves, who ſaw it vain to attempt op- 
poſing it. reluctantly acquieſced. 

This happy aſſemblage was now aug- 


mented by another viſiter, the good Par- 


ſon Ellis. He had taken a journey to 


White Hall, on purpoſe to invite Miſs 


Greaves and Miſs Brooks to His daugh- 
ter's wedding, who was going to marry 
Vor. =_ Fc young | 


99. 3 
young Mr. Brooks, of the Manor Houſe, 
His requeſt was cheerfully complied 
with; and, in a few days, they attended 
him to the Parſonage, leaving Mr. Hill- 
yard to take care of their penſioners. 


They were accompanied part of the 


way by Mr. Adair, who had been 
invited by the Parſon ; but this he was 


obliged to decline, Louiſa inſiſting on 
his returning to his ſiſter, who found her- 


ſelf too much indiſpoſed to undertake a 
journey of forty miles acroſs the country. 
They arrived at the Parſonage, where 
they found Mrs. Ellis buſily employed 


in making great preparations for the 


ene nuptials. 

Tom was diſpatched to the Manor 
Houſe. to let Miſs Ellis know of the 
ladies arrival, and to requeſt the favour 
of her company. She joyfully obeyed 
their ſummons, and ſhed tears of joy, on 
| ſeeing them once more at the Parſonage. 
A week had paſſed, when every thing 

being 
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being in readineſs, they accompanied 
her to the altar, when a grand ball con- 
cluded the evening, and the poor pa- 
riſhioners were made happy in ſeeing the 
lovely daughter of their good Paſtor ſu 
perlatively ſo. 

This wedding was attended by the fa- 
ther of the bridegroom, (his mother dy- 
ing ſhortly after Miſs Brooks went to re- 
fide at White Hall) who, ſeeing the 
fondneſs of Mr. Ellis for her, gave the 
ladies an invitation to the Manor Houle ; 
and Maria, who wiſhed to reviſit the place 
where ſhe had paſſed ſo many happy 

hours, accepted it, and anxiouſly longed 
for the day that young Mr. Brooks and 
his wife would leave the Parſonage 
to reſide there. At laſt the happy 
day arrived, and Mrs. Brooks took 
leave of her father and mother, and 

attended by her huſband, Louiſa, and 
Maria, went to her new habitation, 
where a large company of his friends and 
relations had aſſembled to receive her; 


F 2 and 
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and as Miſs Brooks, with what Mr. 
Greaves had left her, was in poſſeſſion of 
ſeventeen thouſand pounds, this fortune 
made all her diſtant relations wiſh to be 
acquainted with her, and to ingratiate 
themſelves in her eſteem, ſaluted her by 
the name of Couſin. They now renew- 
ed their walks to the Caſtle, where Maria 
ſhed tears at the remembrance of paſt 
times, and obtained a promiſe from Mrs. 
Brooks, never to ſuffer the venerable 
remains to be pulled down, „or EI, 
whilſt ſhe lived. | | 
Aſter a few weeks ſtay they returned to 
White Hall, Mr. and Miſs Adair meet- 
ing them half way; as for Mr. Greaves 
be went to London, as ſoon as the ladies 
ſet off for the Parſonage. Mr. Adair 
now requeſted her to name the day when 
ſhe would complete his happineſs; Louiſa, 
bluſhing, faid ſhe would be entirely 
guided by Mr. Hillyard, and took an 
opportunity of aſking his opinion, who 
adviſed her not to marry till ſhe was of 

NT I 8 age, 
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1 
age, as he fancied ſhe would meet with 
ſome difficulty in obtaining her guardian's 
conſent; ſhewing a letter he had received 
from him ſince his departure, wherein he 
expreſſed great diſlike to the match, and 
entreated him to join in perſuading her 
ſhe was wrong; aſſuring him her intereſt 
was his only motive, and declaring no- 
thing ſhould induce him to give his con- 
ſent to ſuch an abſurd union. 

« Baſe ingratitude !” cried Louiſa, 
(flinging it down) © to take the paltry 
« advantage of the power I intruſted him 
* with; but fince it muſt be fo, I ſhall 
cc not reſiſt, but wait the time that will 
{© take it from him,” ——Mr. Hillyard 
applauded her reſolution, and begged 
Louiſa not to give any reaſon to Mr. 
Adair, whoſe warm temper would cer- 
tainly reſent his behaviour, and it might 
be attended with the moſt ſerious conſe- 
quences. This ſhe promiſed, and en- 
treated him to make ſome trifling excuſe 
to her lover, who was obliged to comply 
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with what he thought tbe commands of 
his miſtreſs. | 

Stx months imperceptibly flipt away, 
when Louiſa completed her one and 
twentieth year, and 1n a few days was put 
in poſſeſſion of her fortune by her couſin. 
Every preparation was now made for her 
nuptials, and the week bold ing named 
by Mr. Hillyard. 3 

She had been one evening to viſit the 
farm-houſe, and give orders to the wi- 
dow about her god-daughter, whom ſhe 
intended to take to the Hall as ſoon as 
| ſhe was married. As ſhe was ſtanding at 
the gate, talking to the woman, ſhe ſaw 
a great crowd coming up the road, and 
ſeveral people running before, but in ſo 
muchhurry, that they could not make any 
anſwer to © whats the matter ?” At laſt 
a litter, ſupported by four men, came by 
with a dead body, moſt ſhockingly man- 
gled. Loviſa turned away from the 
dreadful fight, when the name of *Squire 
_ Adair aſſailed her ears, and, looking 
FI, round, 
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round, ſhe beheld her betrothed huſband 
a pale corpſe, his blood ſtreaming from 
his wounds ! With horror ſhe ſprang 
forward, and with the ſpeed of the af- 
frighted deer reached White Hall. 

- Miſs Brooks was fitting in the parlour, WM 
and Mr. Hillyard, ſeeing her run wth n 
ſuch ſwifineſs, ordered a ſeryant to 
open the door. She flew in, flioging 
herſelf into the arms of Maria, and hi- 
ding her head in her boſom, exclaimed, | 

Oh! my Maria, all is over;“ and 
with a dreadful ſcream fell into fits. 
Whilſt they were ſtriving to recover her, 

the ſervant who attended her came home, 
and requeſting 1 to ſpeak to Miſs Brooks, 
related the ſhocking account of Mr. 
Adair's death. 

He had lately purchaſed a blood horſe, 
and was riding to Elford; a farmer, who 
was watching a flight of birds, to keep 
them from deſtroying a field e ſown 
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fog by; 3 barks, raking fright at the 
Fa ſudden 


L 104 J 
ſudden report, threw him, and ran away; 
but his foot being entangled in the flir- 
rup, he was dragged near a mile before 
the animal could be ſtopped; ſo that his 
{ſkull was fractured in ſeveral places, and 
he died before the leaſt aſſiſtance could 
be procured. This ſad account Maria re- 
lated to Mr. Hillyard, (as ſoon as Louiſa 
was removed to her chamber) and at 
her deſire, the old gentleman ſet out for 
Mr. Adair's houſe, where he found Miſs 
Adair in a ſtate ſhort of diſtraction, and 
with great entreaty prevailed on her to 
lerve it. At laſt ſhe was rather forced than 
perſuaded, and was ſupported to the 
carriage by her woman, - who attended 
her to White Hall, leaving Mr. Hill- 
yard to give neceſſary orders concerning 
the funeral. 5 
- Louiſa was the next that claimed the 
attention of Mr. Hillyard, for ſhe was no 
ſooner recovered out of one fit, than ſne 

relapſed into another, and continued fo 
near a week. At laſt the entreaties of 
F ; Maria 


. 
Maria and Miſs Adair prevailed, and 
ſhe became more compoſed and on the 
day of his burial, which was obliged to 
paſs White Hall in its way to the church, 
ſhe was ſupported at her window to be- 
hold the mournful fight, which ſhe did, 
with a compoſure that aſtoniſhed her 
whole family, ſtraining her longing eyes 
as far as ſhe could after it, till quite out 
of her ſight, She then gently ſighed, « I 
e ſhall ſoon join you in another world.” 
Lowneſs of ſpirits, with the fits, in a 
ſhort time reduced her to a ſhadow, and 
the phyſicians adviſed her to try the air 
of Montpelier, but no perſuaſions could 
Prevail on her to quit White Hall. She 
| lingered three months in a deep decline, 
conſtantly attended by Maria, who ſlept 
by her bed-ſfide, and never quitted her 
chamber. Senſible of her approaching 
diſſolution, ſhe eagerly wiſhed for it; and 
when ſhe ſaw her friend ſhed tears, would 
expreſs much diſpleaſure, telling her, 
ſhe ſhould enjoy greater ſatisfaction in 
Fry > che 
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the embrace. of the grim tyrant, than 
ſhe ſhould at her recovery ; frequently 
ſaying, © Thoſe that were afraid of death 
cc were not fit to live. For who,“ cried 

the, would deſire to habit this vale 
of tears, and poſſeſs a body that is ſub- 
40 ject to every diſtreſs and infirmity, 
« when they can ſhake it off, and enjoy 
c eternal life and happineſs with their 
Creator? And as I find a comfort in 
* relying on him, mall fogn leave all my 
painful remembrances behind me, and 
e re-united with thoſe I held moſt 
FE 
At laſt the Doctor, who ſhe wad ear- 
neſtly entreated (if it was in his power) 
to let her know when her time drew near, 
informed her one week more would put 
an end to her mortal life, and, he hoped, 
would give her an immortal one. She 
WW. received this intelligence with a ſmile, 
8 and giving the keys of her ſecretaire to 
Miſs Brooks, begged ſhe would bring 
Her purſe and her pocket-book, then or- 
„ dered 
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dered the nurſe to ſupport her, and call 
all her ſervants into her preſence. When 
they were aſſembled, ſhe lifted up her 
hands, and in a fervent prayer begged a 
bleſſing of God for them, and bleſſing 
them herſelf, ſhe made each of them pre- 
ſents.—** If I had lived,” ſaid ſhe, this 
6e is what 1 intended to have given you 
4 on the day I changed my name, but 
J ſhall ſoon be wedded to my grave. 
„ have embraced this opportunity of 
<« taking my laſt farewel, and as Miſs 
Brooks will ſoon be your miſtreſs, I 
hope you will give her as much reaſon 
« to love you as you did me; ſhe is in 
« every reſpect deſerving your atten- 
« tion, and will reward your cares and 
« fidelity much better than I have done, 
“N You may now depart.” 

After *his the ſent for her attorney, 
and making her will, gave five thouſand 
pounds, (part · of the ten thouſand left 
her by her aunt).to Miſs Adair, and the 

Tx” intereſt 
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intereſt of the remainder to Mr. Hill- 
yard, in truſt, to be diſpoſed of in pri- 
vate charity. Her jewels and cloaths to 
Miſs Brooks, ſaying, if ſhe had not 
been ſo well provided for by her fa- 
ther, ſhe ſhould certainly have been 
the firſt remembered by her, and beg- 
ging the attorney to put his ſeal upon it, 
and lodge it in her ſecretaire. This 
done, ſhe made him a preſent. When 
he had taken his leave, Maria went 
up. Louiſa calling her to the bed-ſide, 
tenderly embraced her, ſaying, „they 
6 ſhould meet in happier regions, never 
© more to be ſeparated.” Then ſend- 
ing for Miſs Adair, and faluting her by 
the name of //ter, begged ſhe would con- 
ſider Miſs Brooks as ove. 
Finding herſelf exhauſted, ſhe deſi- 
red the nurſe to draw her curtains, and 
fell into an eaſy ſlumber. Towards 
the morning ſhe awoke, and complain- 
ing of want of air, deſired to be raiſed 
ups? 


[ 109 ] 
up; but not finding herſelf better, laid, 
i My lamp will be ſoon extinguiſhed !“ 
and taking the hand of Maria, who was 


ſtanding at the bed-fide, be a with a 
gentle ſigh. 
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CHAP. VII. 


R. Greaves now arrived at the Hall, 

where his preſence was much 
wanted, as every perſon there was ſo af- 
fected with the death of the fair miſtreſs 


of it, that grief had almoſt rendered them 
- inanimate. He pretended much 1or- 


row at the death of his couſin, and decla- 
red to Maria, that if his fortune could 


reſtore her to life and happineſs, he would 
freely give it—and embracing her, he 
called her his adopted coufin, and en- 


treated her to leave the chamber of 
Louiſa ; but no perſuaſions could prevail 
on Miſs Brooks to quit the body of her 
deceaſed friend. She flept by her bed- 
ſide, and, in ſpite of en, attended her 
to the grave. 

At laſt the day came, STAR the remains 


of the once charming Louiſa were to be 
1 taken 


taken to their long abode. The villagers 
and the penſioners were permitted to take 
| thelaſt farewell of their great benefactreſs, 
| and kiſs the clay- cold hand that ſo often 
cheered them. The Hall was darkened, 


and the rooms hung with black velvet. 
The twinkling light from the wax tapers 


ſpread a ſolemn gloom over the whole. 
The hearſe was drawn by fix horſes de- 


corated with white plumes ; four mourn- 
ing coaches followed. In the firſt went 


Mr. Hillyard and Maria ; in the ſecond 
Mr. Greaves and Miſs Adair; in the 


third Mr. and Mrs. Groves: and in the 


laſt were ſome neighbouring gentlemen, 
who begged permiſſion to attend. Her 
own carriage followed ; and the villagers 
cloſed the ſcene : the old dreſt in mourn- 
ing, and the young in white. Thus 


they ſlowly proceeded to the church, 


which was near a mile from the Hall, 


when, as ſoon as the coſfin was taken out 
of the hearſe, and the pall thrown over 


it (ſupported by fix young girls appoint- 


ed 
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ed to-wait) they were met by the Doc. 
tor and Parſon Ellis. Six choriſters were 
| ſent for from the cathedral of —, 
who chaunted the firſt part of the funeral 
ſervice till they got into the church; and 
after the remaining part was over, Parſon 
Ellis, with tears, gave an elegant oration 
on the many virtues his deceaſed friend 
poſſeſſed when living; then, after a ſo- 
lemn anthem, departed in the ſame or- 
der to the Hall, where Maria ordered a 
{mall gratuity to the poor — Who 
attended. 
Mr. Ellis ſtaid near a month. The | 
en of Maria ſtill prevailing, ſhe | 
was perſuaded by Mr. Greaves and Mr. 
 Hillyard to accompany the Parſon to 
W——n. This ſhe aſſented to, as ſhe 
longed to pour her ſorrows into the bo- 
ſom of Mrs. Brooks, who was the only 
eſteemed friend ſhe had left. They ſet 
out for the Parſonage, where they were 
met by her in deep mourning for her 


huſband's 


4. IRS 
huſband's father, who lately had died 
ſuddenly,” as he was at dinner. 
This melancholy meeting drew tears 
from the whole family, eſpecially the 
good Parſon, who charged his daughter, 
as he ſhould ſoon fink into the grave, and 
her fortune was now far ſuperior to what- 
ever ſne could have expected, never to 
forget thoſe principles that ſhe had been 
brought up in; then ſhe would appear as 
beanteous in death as her departed friend. 
Mrs. Brooks, with tears replied, that ſne 
never would, and knew not the reaſon he 
had for giving her ſuch a precaution, 
The Parſon faid, he had obſerved her 
negligent in viſiting the poor, as ſhe for- 
merly did. She acknowledged this, ſay- 
ing, her father-in-law had been much 
diſpleaſed at it, and her huſband had 
begged her to deſiſt ; but as the cauſe 
was. now removed, and as her name was 
once Ellis, ſhe hoped never to forget it in 
that of Brooks. The good Parſon kiſſed 
her, and, bidding her wy her tears, ſaid, 
c c He 
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He flattered himſelf, ſhe would always 
* remember her duty to her God, who 
“ had, with his bleſſed protection, and by 
< his divine providence, ſo unexpectedly 
te raiſed them.” 

Maria now waited on Mrs. Brooks 
to the Manor Houſe, where ſhe intended 
to reſide till the approach of the enfuing 
ſummer, and receiving a letter from Mr. 
Hillyard, (who was left in the care of 
White Hall) informing her of every 
thing being well, with one incloſed from 
Miſs Adair, who went to London a few 
days aſter the funeral, ſaying ſhe would 
ſhortly viſit her at that place. 

She now indulged herſelf in her 
favourite walks, and as that part of the 
country was very romantic, frequently 
ſtrolled two or three miles from the 
Manor Houſe, and when fatigued, amu- 
fed herſelf in ſome retired ſpot with a 
| book, till ſhe was ſufficiently recovered. 
One day, being near the caſtle, ſhe retired 
8 to 


Co 13 1 


10 the chapel belonging to it, and fiting 


down on the remains of an old monu 


ment, ſhe took out from her pocket 


Harvey's Meditations, and began to read 
the following epitaph:: 


ec How lov'd, how valued once, avails thee not, | 
« To whom related, or by whom begot.“ 
5 &c. 


This bringing freſh to her mind her 
much-loved Louiſa, who had ſo often 
viſited that place with her, ſhe melted 


into tears, when ſhe was ſurpriſed by 
the good Parſon and Mr. Greaves; the 
Parſon mildly reproved her for ſeeking 
ſuch places to indulge her grief in, 
adding, ſhe was highly reprehenfible in 
repining at the will of the Almighty, 


and repaying his goodneſs with tears 


and murmuring. Mr. Greaves now in- 


formed her he had been in the coun- 
try on ſome particular buſineſs, but 
not finding her returned to White Hall, 


had taken the liberty of calling at the 
Parſonage, and Mr. Ellis had brought 
him 


40 5 
1 
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him to the. Manor Houſe, when Mrs, 
Brooks directed them to the Caſtle, 
as the moſt likely place to meet with 


19% 


CHAP. VIII. 
| TARA was 1 od boat 
L with the diſpoſition of Mr. Greaves, 
js. as the very name inſpired her. with 
veneration for the perſon who bore it, 


ſhe looked. upon this viſa as an ineſtima- 


ble favour. 


She was now meh into per eigh- 


teenth year, tall and genteel in perſon, 
rather inclining to the embonpoint, but, 
from frequent heavy misfortunes in the 
loſs of thoſe ſhe held moſt dear, delicate. 


She earneſtly entreated Mr. Greaves to 


ſpend a few days with Mr. Ellis at the 
Parſonage, which he readily Famplicd 
with. 

A few weeks had clapled when Maria 
thought af returning to White Hall; 
ſhe was precipitated to this by the cool 


behaviour of Mr. Brooks, who watched 


all 


Wo 2 


tw N 


all her actions with a jealous eye, — 
permitting his wife to ſpend an hour 
with ber, when he was not preſent. She 
quickly ſaw this ſudden change in her 
huſband, but could by no means ac- 
count for it, and aſking the reaſon, he 
replied, he never gave any, and charged 
her not to invite Maria again to the 
Manor Houſe. Mrs. Brooks was ſo much 
hurt at this reply, that ſhe could not 
forbear ſhedding tears, but recollecting 
herſelf, aſked him, if ſhe was to tell her 
ſo; to this he was ſilent, and ſullenly 
quitted the room. 
Maria now returned to the Parſonage, 
where ſhe intended ſtaying a few days 
before ſhe fer out for White Hall. 
Here ſhe was vifited by Mrs. Brooks, 
who with tears, related the converſation 
that had paſſed, and the orders that her 
huſband had given her, begging when- 
ever ſhe wrote, to direct it to the Par- 

ſonage, where it would be taken care 
of, as he had wy broke open all her 
letters 


1 


BB. EX 


tetters before the fa them, at the ſame 
time, requeſting ſhe would not acquaint 
her father, as it might cauſe a confuſion, 
in which he was liable to be r RG 


ſufferer. 
M-anria, 1554266 l (ured! her friend, had 
| ſhe known what an un welcome viſiter ſhe 

had been, ſhe would not have intruded. 
* And, as for your happineſs, Mrs. 


ce Brooks,“ ſhe continued, * depend 
upon it, you ſhall never more be diſ- 
tc tutbed on my account, and if I have 


c innocently occaſioned it, any repara- 
e tion in my erg I would n 
& make to reſtore it.“ 


Mrs. Brooks embraced Maria, alfur⸗ 
ing her, that nothing in this life could 


make amends for the loſs of her friend- 
ſhip, and kiſſing her hands, declared ſhe 


could not be happy without her forgive- 


neſs. Maria, whole tender heart could 
never withſtacd a ſolicitation, ſolemnly 
proteſted, ſhe had not offended her, but 


tere was a meanneſs in private cor- 
reſpond- 
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reſpondence ſhe could not ſubmit to; 
declaring, ſhe ſhould be happy to hear 
from her every opportunity, but ſhe 
muſt excuſe any anſwer to her letters. 

After this declaration, they ſeparated 
with heavy hearts, Maria lamenting ſhe 
had loſt the pleaſure, of correſponding 
with a much-eſteemed friend, while Mrs. 
Brooks, provoked at the cruel behaviour 
of her huſband, deplored* her own un- 
happy ſituation, but durſt not complain. 
The Parſon being gone to viſit a fick 
perſon, and Mrs. Ellis aſſiſting in pre- 
paring dinner, Maria, to divert her 
thoughts, walked to her favourite ſeat at 
the top of the grove, and was admiring 
the fine proſpects, when Mr. Greaves 
came to the place; he had been riding 
the whole of the morning, and had not 
ſeen her that day: he ſat down, and 
cantering her upon her retired humour, 
balled her his fair moraliſt. But per- 
ceiving ſhe had been crying, in- 
quired the cauſe, which ſhe briefly re- 
lated, 


lated, only — tha it might not bs 
mentioned to Mr. or Mrs. Ellis, as Surv. 
Brooks had begged it. 

He lifted up his hands, declaring, it 
was of conſequence, as ſhe was a very 
young lady, and the leaſt behaviour that 
carried with it an air of myſtery, was an 
imputation on her character, which he 
declared he would never ſuffer, whillt he 
was able to lift his arm or fire a piſtol. 

Maria burſting into tears, thank- 

ed him for his friendſhip, and wiſhed 
he would let the matter reſt, as ſhe was 
perfectly aſſured there was no harm 
meant, as it might be occaſioned by the 
ſame motives in Mr. Brooks, that his 
father inherited, (covetouſneſs) for ſhe 
had often ſeen him look diſpleaſed at her 
inviting his wite to accompany her on 
the viſits ſhe made to the poor. 

Greaves now inſiſted on being her 
champion, only promiſing it ſhould be 
done without the knowledge of Parſon 
Ellis, and taking his leave, immediately 

Vor. II. „ ſet. 
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ſet out for the Manor Houſe. Sending 
in his name, he was deſired to walk into 
the parlour, where Mr. and Mrs. Brooks 
roſe-to receive him ; Mrs. Brooks curtſy- 
ing retired. 

Mr. Greaves entered upon the buſineſs 
that brought him there, obſerving, the 
ladies had been long friends, and a cauſe 
there muſt be for a difference, which he 
deſired an explanation for, and as he 
| eſteemed Miſs Brooks's character equal 
to that of his ſiſter's, he could not per- 
mit it to remain a myſtery, as it appeared 
to him. 

After a little heſitation, Mr. Brooks 
replied, that if Maria could afford to 
give away her income, he could not. 
She had frequently drawn his wife into 
great extravagancies, and all his remon- 
ſtrances were uſeleſs, while Miſs Brooæs 
remained in his houſe; he had therefore 
thought proper to forbid any future con- 
nections of the ſort, as his wife was far 
advanced in her pregnancy, and very 

| likely 
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likely might have a family of her own, 
which it was his duty to- provide for in 
| preference to the village poor. 

Theſe ſentiments were too ſimilar to 
Mr. Greaves's own not to meet with his 
approbation, and he readily agreed that 
Mr. Brooks was much in the right to 
conſider himſelf before any other perſon ; 
adding, if money was to be thrown 
away, at leaſt, there ought to be ſome 
pleaſure accruing from it. As for my 
cc part,” ſaid he, * hate to ſee ſuch 
ce poor devils; but to be ſure, Miſs 
% Brooks has a large fortune, and does 

© not regard money.” lend 
ce She has a very large fortune,” 
Brooks replied ; © but if juſtice had 
« taken place, I think it ought to have 
been beſtowed upon the right heir.“ 

Greaves, with a ſigh, anſwered, he did 
not envy her his couſin's eſtate, he only 
wiſhed ſhe might not ſquander it away; 

and be valued her friendſhip too > much 
| G 2 to 
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thwart her inclination, if he had the 
Power. 
Aye,“ interrupted Brooks, «ſhe may 
* thank God and good friends ; and 1 
.** ſay once again, ſhe ought not to be in 
the poſſeſſion of it, while you are 
% alive. But, if I was in your place, I 
40 would try to perſuade her to marry 
cc me.” 
Although theſe ſentiments exactly 
ſuited Greaves, yet his natural hypo- 
criſy got the beiter of his wiſhes to avow 
them; he cooly anſwered, that no mortal 
could behold Maria without coveting 
her amiable perſon, yet the fear of giving 
diſpleaſure, kept him from addreſſing 
her on the ſubject, nor could he be 
angry at his wiſbing Mrs. Brooks to 
break off her acquaintance with Maria. 
Mrs. Brooks's maid, who had heard 
her maſter and miſtreſs wrangling about 
Miſs Brooks, and though ſhe had liſten- 
ed very attentively, could not find out 
the reaſon, „ no ſooner ſaw Mr. Greaves 
arrive, 


E | 
arrive, than ſhe ſlipped into a ſmall par- 
lour, thinly partitioned from the one they 
commonly fat in, and laying her ear to 
the wainſcot, was all attention to diſco- | 
ver what did not in the leaſt concern 
her, and heard the firſt part of the diſ- 
E courſe, which ſhe comprehended very 
well, till Mr. Greaves came to the word 
myſtery. This was Greek to Mrs. Suſan, - 
though ſhe had been ſeven years learning 
to read and make /hifts and ſhirts, and 
was eſteemed a miracle of learning in the 
kitchen, and knew the meaning of ob/tropo- 
lousand rumboſtical, with many other words 
equally grammatical, yet had never heard 
ſuch a word as that there, was ſure there 
was {ome terrible plot in it; fo ſetting . 
herſelf again to find out the remainder of 
this ſecret, ſhe heard Mr. Greaves ſay 
ſquander, and would not thwart her incli- 
nation, if he had the power; was ſo fully 
ſatisfied of their diſagreement, that ſhe _ 
| haſtened to the kitchen, and with an air 
of importance began to confider which 
- OC ng of:- 
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of the ſervants ſhe ſhould apply to for 


the ſolution of this odd word, when the 


cook happening to paſs by in a hurry, 
trod upon her apron, and tore it.— 


Lard,“ cried ſhe, * you are fo full of 
«© your myſteries that you can't perceive _ 


© your betters.” —** Betters ! quotha,” 
replied Dorothy, « what care I for Mr. 
ce Reas? Let every body mind their 
© own buſineſs ; if he was here, I would 


tell him as how I think BO as good = 


45 us he.” 


Suſan was cates at 7 FE own want 


of underſtanding, as fiothing was eaſier to 
her than diſcovering what ſhe had taken 
for a very learned word, was no other 


than Mr. Reas, their butter-man, whom 
ſhe had often ſeen ſtare at her miſtreſs 
and Miſs Brooks when he met them, and 
who, ſhe very ſagaciouſly concluded, Mis 


Brooks had fallen in love with, and was 


going to be married to him. This, in 
her opinion, was a ſecret of the greateſt 


conſequence, «© and,  theretore, ſhe could 


© not 


1 


te not keep it;“ but, looking round, 


ſaid, © Well, I find great folks have 
« their likings and whims as well as little 


e folks; but it is a great ſecret, and no- 
* body was thought Proper to be en- 
« truſted with it but me.” 

SQ, fe, 


e very great ſecret, ſo pray keep it, for 
c we don't want to hear it.” 0 


This was another diſappointment to 


Mrs. Suſan, for ſhe had it in imagination 
to raiſe their curioſity, and then to have 


left them to gueſs what it was; but fail- 


ing in this, ſhe was the more eager to re- 


veal it,—* Why, to be ſure,” ſhe cried, 
« every body muſt know it in time, 


6 and, I ppt, the licence is taken 
ce out already.” 
« What licence?“ cried the cook. 
Why, Miſs Brooks—with—but it 
* was told me as a very great ſecret.” 


o Pray, keep it then,” cried the foot- 
man. | 


G 4 ; Mrs. 


cried one of the footmen 
winking to another, „I dare fay it is @ 
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Mrs. Suſan went on“ Why, of all 
4 perſons on the earth ſhe has choſen— 
« ha! ha! ha !--what I would turn my 
© nole up at Mr. Reas, our butter- man 
«© Well, well, what will this world come 
«$0at lat?” - nt 

« As for that,” replied one of the 
houſe-maids, to whom Mr. Reas had 


been formerly an humble admirer, © if 
«* þ be what you ſay is true, thoff I don't 
«© believe one word on't, yet you needn't 


&« ſay as how your noſe has been turn'd 
ce up at him, for he is your betters any 
cc day in the week, and twice as good 
on Sundays; and thoff his trade be a 
«© walking one, he earns good clean mo- 


* ney, and that's more than any fine 


*© madam of a lady's maid can ſay.“ 
„Marry come up, Ma'am,” replied 


Suſan, “ and where have you learned 


&« your airs, you mop ſqueeger © How 


dare you to take upon yourſelf to talk 


ce to a gentlewoman ; but I ſhall not 


. e pence with your impudence, Who 


6 was 
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ce was nothing more than a pariſh girl, 


6 7100.” 
1 Conſertation® TD you flut,” 


Mrs. Suſan's face, who ran fcreaming out 


miſchief- maker; but if ſhe was defeated 
in her expectations of gaining belief at 
home, ſhe ſucceeded better in the vil- 
lage, where all who heard it lifted up. 
their eyes, and bleſſed themſelye: es. 


* Coxcirariox, ſtirring up or diſturbing, 
noiſe, &c, 


F OHA 


«and 1 give me none of your conſerta- 


cried the other, how dare you call me 
6e pariſh girl ?” Snatching up a baſon of 
eggs, which the cook had been beating 
to mix for a pudding, threw them in 


of the kitchen, leaving her antagoniſt to 
exult in her victory, to the no ſmall ſatis- 
faction of the reſt of the ſervants, who 
one and all cordially hated her, for being 
what they called a newſmonger, and a 
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CHAP, IX. 


| R. Greaves returned to the Par- 
* ſonage juſt as the family were 
aſſembled to dinner; and as Miſs Brooks 
1 deſired him not to let Mr. Ellis know 
we the reaſon of his viſit to the Manor 
| Houſe, he was filent till it was over; he 
then propoſed walking in the garden— 
when, after ſome heſitation, began the 
converſation he pretended had paſſed 
between Mr. Brooks and him. 

When I firſt arrived,” ſaid he, on 
| © mentioning your name, and declaring 
(| © my diſſatisfaction at his myſterious be- 

&© haviour, he replied, in a moſt unplea- 
c ſing manner, that he would appeal to 
me, if you was proper company for his 
TR: 

« Sir !” interrupted Maria, bluſhing. 

© Why, 


131 J 
c Why, Miſs,” continued Greaves, 
cc he ran on in the moſt impertinent man- 
6c ner, till I informed him I came to vin- 


« dicate your character, and not to hear 


6- It aſperſed.” 
„ am much oblig'd to you, Fir 


c but, till this moment, I was a total 


&« ſtranger to its wanting any.“ 


Alas! my dear Miſs,” replied he, 


ee you are not acquainted with the world 
% you live in; an angel from heaven 


c could not eſcape the envenomed 
_ © tongues of thoſe, whoſe whole ſtudies 
c are to wound reputations, and Mr. 


«© Brooks is one; but finding I was not 
* to be trifled with, moſt artfully gave 
„ his chief reaſon, which was, that his 


cc fortune not being ſo large as your's, he 


c did not wiſh his wife to take you as a 
© pattern of her benevolence.” 
« I declare, Sir,” interrupted Maria, 


ce your intelligence has made me truly 


* unhappy; and J half repent my pro- 
= "0 © miſe to Mrs. Brooks, that I N it 
„„ *f not 
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ce not in my power to acquaint ber fa- 
ce ther.“ 5 OY 

As you have a great reſpe& for your 
& amiable friend, who is almoſt broken- 
* hearted at her huſband's unjuſt beha- 
ce yiour, you will certainly adhere to it, 
tc as the only means of not rendering her 
more unhappy than ſhe really is; and 
ce reſt aſſured, my dear Miſs Brooks, that 
© man never yet drew breath who ſhall 
< caſt a reflection upon a reputation I 
&« eſteem as a ſiſter's; and ſince your 
« feelings are ſo much hurt, by Hea- 

ce yens ! his blood ſhall atone for his in- 
* ſolence, * the b eni be what 

© they may.” 
Maria, Mat at this reſolution, 
Vith tears entreated him not to enter into 
any diſpute with Mr. Brooks upon her 
account; much injured as ſhe was, her 
innocence would always ſupport her 
againſt ſuch malevolence, and as ſhe was 


to quit the place in a few days, ſhe would 
ſtrive to forget it. 


Greaves 


[ "fy ] 


Grelves proteſted, that nothing but 
her happineſs ſhould deter him from pu- 


niſhing ſuch a wretch ; but as ſhe was ſo 


averſe to it, he would ſtifle his reſent- 
ment, upon a promiſe of permitting 
him to accompany her wherever 15 
went. 

She ſaw not through this plan of his, 
but conceiving it aroſe entirely from re- 
ſpect, complied. 

Parſon Ellis, who knew as little of 
Greaves's vicious turn of mind as herſelf, 
looked upon him as a gentleman of the 
ſtricteſt probity and honour, frequently 


praiſed him to Maria, telling her, if he 


ſhould die before ſhe was of age, to 


chuſe him for her guardian, while ſhe, 


who revered the Parſon as a father, pro- 
miſed. 

Maria now took leave of the good fa- 
mily at the Parſonage, and ſet out for 


White Hall; and as the great road lay 


near the Manor Houſe, could not for- 
KEN e 
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bear looking at it as ſhe paſſed. Mrs, 


Brooks, who was ſtanding at the window, 


ſaw her; Maria, letting down the glaſs 
of the carriage, waved her handkerchief, 


and dropped tears ſacred to friend. 


cc ſhip.” 

As ſhe had a great averſion to ſleeping 
on the road, ſhe travelled poſt, and 
Juſt at the approach of evening reached 
the laſt ſtage, when finding herſelf rather 
fatigued, alighted to drink coffee while 
her horſes were changing. The houſe 
was full of company, and ſeeing a plea- 
ſant garden with ſome arbours in it, ſhe 


deſired her ſervant to bring it there, as ſhe 


did not chuſe to mix with ſtrangers. 
She had ſcarcely finiſhed her ſlight re- 
paſt, when an old gentleman in the houſe 
came out, and moving his hat, walked 
into the ſame arbour, and looking atten- 


_ tively at her, faid, “God bleſs ** 


« young lady.“ 


% Thank you, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, with a 


| ſmile. 


7 Miſs,” 


| 1 138 3 

ec Miſs,” returned the old man, you 
« are very rich, and I am a poor forlorn 
« traveller in a ſtrange country, and have 
«© no means of returning home.” 

«© How far are you going?“ ſaid ſhe. 

To France, Madam.” 

That is a great way; have you no 
friends?“ 

" None, Miſs, that are able to forve 
an 
« No!” putting her band into her 
pocket, and taking out five guineas ; but 

recollecting that travelling was expen- 
five, and he at a conſiderable diſtance 
from his native home, took out of her 
pocket-book a ten- pound note, and ſli p- 
ped it into his hand. While he ſtood 
lifting up his eyes to heaven, firſt 
looking at her and then at the note, 
ſhe, embracing the moment of his ſur- 

prize to get away without thanks, which 
to liberal minds are always unpleaſant, 
haſtily ſtepped i into her carriage, bowing 
to the old man, who taking off his hat, 
| 3 


t 230 ] 
and diſplaying his filver locks, returned 
it to the ground ; the chaiſe driving off 
with great ſpeed, 1n lefs than three hours 
arrived at White Hall. 

She was entirely ſettled, and did not 
intend to viſit the Parſonage any more, 
but kept up a conſtant correſpondence 
with Mr. Ellis, who, from frequent at- 
tacks of the gout, was incapable of viſit- 
ing her, often regretting he could not 
_ perſuade her to come to ſee him, and re- 


queſting to be indulged with the reaſon | | 


for her declining it; but Maria, conſi- 
dering a promiſe once given ſhould be 
inviolably kept, amuſed him with trifling 

excuſes. . 
She now turned her thoughts on a 
ſcheme of Mr. Hillyard's appropriating 
four hundred pounds a year towards 
maintaining and educating a number of 
poor children of both ſexes, who, at pro- 
per ages, were to be apprenticed to trades 
beſt ſuitable to their ideas. A decayed 
clergyman, whoſe moral character would 
1 5 3 bear 


L197 1 
bear the ſtrictect inquiry, was appointed 
preceptor to the boys, and a governeſs 
who had been well brought up to inſtruct 
the girls in uſeful needle- work. A large 
| houſe, then unoccupied, was fixed on by 
| Mer. Hillyard, with a graſs field at the 
back for a play ground, and printed hand- 
bills were diſperſed, giving notice, that 
ſuch children who were proper objects 
would be received; and in leſs than a 
month, more than thirty poor orphans 
were ſettled in this ſeminary, and beds 
prepared for as many more. 

This benevolent inflitution was the to- 
pic of the whole country, and quickly 
reached the ears of Parſon Ellis, who 

wrote a long letter to Maria, congratu- 
| hating her on the mode ſhe had adopted, 
to reſcue numbers of her fellow creatures 
from deſtruction; charging her to ſee, 
that the children entruſted to their care 
anſwered the intentions of the founders, 
condemning country charity ſchools, 
whoſe truſtees too often abuſed the con- 

fidence 


(wu 
fidence repoſed in them, by veſting the 
office of governor in perſons totally un- 
fit, many of whom are ſcarce able to read 
or write three ſyllables of common Eng- 
liſh; and lamenting, that age and in- 
firmities crept ſo faſt upon him, that he 
could not pay his reſpe&s at White Hall 
that time of the year ; but as ſoon as the 
ſeaſon changed, promiſed to give himſelf 
that pleaſure, informing her Mrs. Brooks 
had a little ſtranger in her family, a 
daughter, who at his requeſt was named 

Maria ; and paying ſome compliments to 
Mr. Hillyard, concluded with praying 
God to bleſs and preſerve her. 

Maria received this letter while at 
breakfaſt, and ſhewing it to Mr. Hill- 
yard, he extolled the good Parſon, call- 
ing him a valuable friend, and an efti- 
mable jewel; ſaying, he ſhould count 
the time long till he arrived, expreſſing 
much regret at not being made acquaint- 
ed with the virtues of this good man 
when he ſaw him at the funeral of Louiſa ; 
For, 


[ 239 J 
« For,” ſaid he, © I have known many 
« clergymen of the moſt abandoned 
e principles, under the veil of religion, 
« procure themſelves to be inrolled as 
« acting magiſtrates in the commiſſion of 
© the peace, which, in my opinion, is 
« very wrong, as it gives them an addi- 
« tional authority to that which they be- 
&« fore enjoyed as prieſts, (which is alrea- 
6e dy, in many inſtances, too extenſive) 
&« as they preach that mercy they ſeldom 


4e or ever practiſe,® and are as fond of 
45 being 


# Of this the good Doctor, mentioned in the Firſt 


Volume, has given a ſtriking proof, which I ſhall here 
relate. A poor girl of his village was pregnant; the 
father abſconding ſhe applied for relief, when his mer- 
ciful Worſhip, the Rector, threatened to ſend her to 
Bridewell, which he certainly would have done, had 
he not been reſtrained by ſome gentlemen who poſ- 
ſeſſed more humanity. At laſt this poor unfortunate 
was placed in a miſerable hut, and delivered of a fe- 
male infant, which, by his order, was taken from her. 
In a few days after her allowance was ſtopped; but 


the poor people where ſhe reſided during her lying-in, 
gave her part of their ſcanty pittance, and her conſti- 
3 tuin being ſtrong, ſhe ſoon recovered her health 
and 
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ce being conſpicuous as ſome new created 
6 Jords are of their titles, which, in the 
é preſent ſtate of things, carry very little 

| & reſpect, 


and ſtrength, and went again to ſervice at the farm- 
| houſe ſhe lived at before. But this pious magiſtrate 
would not let her reſt; and out of three pounds a- 
year wages, inſiſted upon her contributing one ſhilling 
weekly towards the maintenance of her child, which 
ſhe readily complied with, and paid the money every 
quarter as ſhe received it. What remained not being 
ſufficient to procure her neceſſaries, ſhe was nearly re- 
duced to a ſtate of beggary, when the family ſhe lived 
with adviſed her to get a place in ſome retired part of 
the country, and as ſhe was an induſtrious, good ſer. 
| voant, would ſoon: get cloaths again. Her miſtreſs, 
M who was a motherly woman, procured her one near 
twenty miles diſtant, and charitably paid her fare on 
the outſide of the coach, promiſing to let her know of 
the welfare of her child every opportunity. After it 
was diſcovered ſhe was gone, this upright man threa- 
tened vengeance to the poor farmer and his wife, for 
ſuffering her to depart without his knowledge, decla- 
ring he would go to law with them. But his threats 
were of no avail; the girl kept her place for twelve 
months, when by ſome means he found out her re- 
treat, and diſpatched a conſtable with a warrant to 
bring her before him, which was immediately done, 
when ſhe was ſent to Bridewell, for running away and 
leaving the child chargeable to the pariſh, where ſhe 

| = 1 | el 
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« reſpect, and are foils only to our an- 
& cient nobility, _ | 

« Of this error the late good and great 
« Earl of Orford was ſo well apprized, 
that he never appointed a clergyman 
& to that office, without being acquaint- 
ed with his moral character; and, I 
ce believe, there are fewer clerical Fuftices 
«in the county of N than in any 
c other. But J muſt not omit inform 
e ing you,” continued he, of the ma- 
ce ny virtues he was endowed with. He 
« was a nobleman in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
if a humane and benevolent heart has 
ce any claim to that title. Living, he 
« was the nobleſt work of God, and he 
c jmmortalized his name by his deeds, 
„ which will ever be revered, as long as 
« a generous patron, a ſincere friend, 


fell into bad company, which deſtroyed all her re- 
maining inclination to virtue, and being afraid to re- 
turn to the village, became a wretched proſtitute, 


and ina very few years ſunk into her grave, loaded 
with diſeaſe and W 


« and 
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ce and a real well-wiſher to his country, 
cc are names worthy of record. But this 
Miniature has been already elegantly | 
& deſcribed by that ornament to ſociety, 
„ ingenious author, and promoter of 
ec arts, A. T. Eſq. 

« And I think,” continued Mr. Hill- 
yard, © if every one was to take exam- 
ple by him, the many cruelties would 
CC not be practiſed that daily are by a ſet 
ce of men, who exerciſe their tyranny on 
ce thoſe unfortunate people whoſe poverty 
cc oblige them to bear with it; and ſuch 
cc diſtaſte have I to juſticiary parſons, that 
ce I never ſeek any acquaintance with them 
without a thorough knowledge of their 
“é principles.” 5 
Maria obſerved, there was no FIR 
without an exception ; and, though Mr, 
Ellis had been lately appointed, he was 
a good man, and deſerving every enco- 
mium ſhe could beſtow—“ Yet, Sir, I 
e truſt there are many as good as he, 
bs though 


) 
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« though we have not the pleaſure of 
« being acquainted with:them.” 
God bleſs you, my dear,” he ſighed, 

«© you are unacquainted with the world, 
* and long may you continue in your 
« Elyſian abode among your happy te- 
© nants, where you, like the genial ſun, 
% nouriſh them, and may your heart ne- 
ver be wounded by the corroding cares 
© of the world. Should you ever taſte 
the bitter cup of adverſity, avoid de- 
&« ſpair, and rely on your Creator, for he 
« is the only true friend to the afflicted; | 
nor ever, my dear Maria, ſeek his hea- 
« vier diſpleaſure in wiſhing death; for, 
5 though the grave is the haven of reſt, 
{© and the path to unmortality, yet under 
“our ſufferings, ſo frail is human nature, 
« that in wiſhing to be delivered from evil 
« we fall into blaſphemy, and cry with 
« the utmoſt impatience, Oh, that I was 
laid in my grave! How much plea- 
06 fanter, with a ſubmiſſive heart, to ſay, 
„ Oh, 


ce Oh God, I am thy ſervant, do with me 
ce as thou thinkeft moſt proper!” _ 
Maria aſſured him that ſhe ſhould ne. 
ver forget his precepts, which were con- 
ſonant to her own, as ſhe conſidered it 
the height of impiety to provoke the Al- 
mighty by repining at his decrees, 


CHAP. | 
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Tiga return 'of Sabin brought letters 

from Mr. Greaves and Miſs Adair. 
She had been at Southampton with an 
aunt, and had wrote'word, that ſhe had 
been 1n continual hurry fiace her depar- 
ture from White Hall, and longed to en- 
joy the com pany of Miſs Brooks and Mr. 
Hillyard again. Mr. Greaves informed 
them he had been confined to his room 
by a violent fit of ſickneſs, and would, 
with her permiſſion, reſide a few weeks 
at the Hall, as his doctors had adviſed 
him to try the country air. 

The ſchool was now perfectly eſta · 
bliſhed, and | Maria received an account 
from Mrs. Brooks with the mournful ti- 
dings of the death of her father, begging | 
Maria to forgive her omiſſion of corre- 
ſpondence, as her huſband's ill temper 

. 
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increaſed every day, and had refuſed to 
let her mother reſide at the Manor Houſe, 
aſſuring her it was not in her power to 
diſcover the cauſe ef this alteration in his 
adiſpoſition, which (once the moſt amiable) 
was now become quite the reverſe. He had 
diſcharged half his fervants, and laid 
down his carriage, often curſing her de- 
parted father for not leaving his fortune 
entirely to him. . 
6 Peace to his departed made, cried 
Maria, (the tears ſtreaming down her 
checks) as the read the laſt ſentence; 
« while living, his ſoul was congenial to 
< the hand that formed it, and now it 
«4 has ſhaken off its groſſeſt particles, is 
« far beyond the regions of the ſun, 
< and regenerated among angels. May 
« flowers perpetually bloſſom on the 
« grave that contains his precious body, 
« for he was a true friend tothe wretched!” 
She was interrupted by Mr. Hillyard, 
who entered with two young children he 
had bought of 1 gipley he had met. Too 
much 
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much elated with his purchaſe to obſervè 
the diſtreſs of Maria, he puſhed both be- 
fore him into the room, crying, * See 
« what I] have brought you.— They are 
« jewels ſaved from the brink of perdi- 
« tion, and their future goodneſs will 
| © waſh. away your ſins. Look, look, 
e yhy don't you obſerve them?“ 
At this ſummons Maria turned het 
head, and the children, by Mr. Hill- 
yard's order, went up to her. Where 
did you bring them from?“ ſaid ſhe. | 

af _ them of — e he 
anſwered. | 

*« And can a mother cell her chil: 
% ren | 

But ſhe was not my mama,” cried. 
the eldeſt, (a boy about ſeven cars 2225 
„My mama is as fine a lady as you.“ 
Where does your mama live?“ laid 

Maria. 
dest know, pied the child; 
« but ſhe lived 1n a fine houſe, and my 


H 2 cc ce other 
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other mama told me, ſhe gave me ta 
her becauſe I was naughty.” 

« Poor little innocent,” ſaid Maria, I 
ce ſuppoſe they were ſtolen by the crea- 
& ture you purchaſed them of.” 

«© Too true,” he replied ; “ but if they 
*-had not, I ſhould have got them all 
e the ſame.; for ſuch wretches are diveſt. 
© ed of every humane feeling.” | 

« Ah!” ſighed Maria, I will take 
4 care of them; the boy ſhall ſtay in this 
ce place till I can diſcover his parents, 
ce the girl ſhall be carried to the ſchool, 
c and educated with the reſt of the chil- 
% dren.” 

This no ſooner eſcaped her lips than he 
fell a crying, and, running up to the 
girl, flung his arms round her neck, and 
Maid, he would go with his ſiſter. 

Mr. Hillyard now inquired his name, 
which he ſaid was Edward, but could 
give chem no farther intelligence. 


A room 
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A room was ordered by Maria, and a 


fervant appointed to attend them, while 


Mr. Hillyard fent deſcriptive advertiſe- 
ments to the different papers. She now 
acquainted him with the melancholy 
news ſhe had received from the Manor 
Houſe, and begged his acceptance of her 
guardianſhip, which he declined, as he 
had heard her fay that Parſon Ellis wiſh- 


ed Mr. Greaves to ſucceed him in caſe of 
bis death; and as he was ſhortly expected 


at the Hall, then, if his health did not 
permit him, he would. 


Maria's tenderneſs now got che better 


of her former determination, and ſhe an- 


fwered Mrs. Brooks's letter, condoling 
with her on the irreparable loſs ſhe had 
ſuſtained in the death of her father, and 


lamenting their hard fortune in being de- 
prived of a mutual correſpondence, aſſu- 


ring her, ſhe ſhould ever preſerve the 


— inviolable affect ion for her: this the 
| incloſed i in one to her mother. 
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A fewdays after Mr. Greaves arrived, 
fo much impaired in his health, that he 
was obliged to be ſupported by his ſer- 
vant into the howvfe. Maria, who was 
much affected at ſeeing him ſo reduced, 
faid, ſhe flattered herſelf the air would 
ſoon reſtore him; adding, ſhe had 
often heard him lay he loved the com- 
pany of children, ſhe had two fince their 
laſt parting that Mr. Hillyard had been 
kind enough to purchaſe for her. 
Mr. Greaves ſmiled at this account, 
and requeſted to know where ſuch bar- 
gains were to. be fold, Mr. Hillyard 
informed him, one day as he was return- 
ing from the ſchool, he ſaw a woman with 
two children on the road, the youngeſt 
ſhe was beating in the moſt cruel man- 
ner, whilſt the eldeſt ſtood by crying. 
Shocked with her inhumanity, he deſired 
to know what the child had done to de- 
ſer ve ſuch ſevere correction. 


She 


OT 
She replied, that the obſtinate little 


devil would not walk a ſtep, and that ne 
would leave her in: ſome ditch or ano-- 


ther. 


« Will you ſell her?“ ſaid Mr. Hill- 


yard. 


« Aye, that J wou'd, for a guinea 110 


« fell them both.“ —“ Then I will give 
you five for them,” ſaid he, and count- 
ed the money into her hands. 

She inſtantly ran away with the golden 
prize, crying, Take them,” and left 
the children, when the boy taking the 


girl by the hand, went quietly up to him, 


and he brought them to the Hall. 

At Mr. Greaves's defire a ſervant 
fetched them to the parlour, and the boy 
running up to Maria, attempted to fling 
his arms round her waiſt, and laying his 


head in her lap, called her his new lady 


mama. 
06 my God 1” 15100 Mr. Greaves, 


66 theſe are the children of an intimate. 
6 friend of mine, and were ſtole from 
. {© their 


FzF4Y 
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„ their own door one evening through 
<« the careleſſneſs of a ſervant, who, in- 
e ſtead of minding them, was goſſipping 
« with a cottager ſhe knew, and they 
e getting out of ſight, were carried away 
« by ſome gipſies ſeveral miles before 
they were miſled ; and, though adver- 
© tifed in every paper, not the leaſt in- 
« telligence could be gained. They have 
no father, and their mother has been 
© diſtracted ever ſince.” 
© Thank God!“ cried Mr. Hillyard, 
« who has made me inſtrumental in re- 
e ſtoring her to happineſs, for I will de- 
« liver them to her with my own hands.“ 
Mr. Greav& much oppoſed his atten- 
ding them, ſaying, a truſty ſervant was 
ſufficient; but this had no effect upon 
the old gentleman, who declared, no per- 
fon ſhould receive them from his hands 
but the mother, and inſiſted upon his 
giving him her Addreſs. 
This was reluctantly complied with by 
Mr. Seren, who deſired him to ſtay 
till 


1 
till he had firſt wrote, and not by his 
cover zeal deprive them of a parent” he 
wiſhed to reſtore them to. : 
As this was approved of by Maria, Mr. 
Hillyard agreed to wait till Mr. Greaves 
had received an anſwer. The children, 


much better ſpirits: than when he arrived, 
was led up to his room, where he wrote 
to their mother; and in leſs than a week 
Miſs Brooks received the following note : 


% Mapa; = - 
« | HAVE received a let- 
ce ter from Mr. Greaves, an intimate 
6 friend of my late huſband's, wherein 
6 he informs me, that a gentleman of the 
© name of Hillyard had ſeen two chil- 
« dren that anſwered the deſcription of 
&© mine, who were ſtolen about four 
ie months ſince by ſome gipſies. 1 ſhould, 


„Madam, have waited on you in per- 
ſon but have been confined to my 


': Þ room 


after being ſaluted by Mr. Greaves, were 
taken back to their apartment; he being in 
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room ever ſince the loſs of my dear 
ec babes; and as I am very unable to 
write, have taken the liberty of inclo- 
e. ſing the copy of the advertiſement 
66: which I inſerted in the newſpapers, 
«Kandif they anſwer the deſcription they 
«© ze mine; but a ſervant will reach 
White Hall as ſoon as this, and if your 
« goodneſs will direct him to the place 
„ where they are to be ſeen, you wilk 
« confer an everlaſting obligation on, 

Madam, 
« your devoted 
«© humble fervant, 


« JANE MORRIS.” | 


The fervant of Mrs. Morris arrived, 
and little Edward knew him the moment 
he ſaw him, calling htm by his name, 
and told him he would ſtay with his new 
mama, who would not give him Way to 
the beggars. | 
The man was diſmiſſed with an an- 
ſwer from Maria t to his miſtreſs, to let her 


know 


CE 3 

know that her children would be with her 
in a few days; and directly after Mr. 
_ Hillyard ſet off with them for Hampſtead 
(the mother's place of reſidence.) Mrs. 
Morris's joy at ſeeing her children again 
was little ſhort of diſtraction; ſhe em- 
braced Mr. Hillyard and her little ones 

by turns, calling him their ſaviour and 
protector, while the boy innocently in- 
quired, if ſhe would give him to the beg- 
gars again. Mr. Hillyard ſtaid three 
days, and on his return ta White Hall 
found Mr. Greaves juſt come from El- 
ford, where he had gone the day after he 
wrote to Mrs. Morris, muck athended in 
his health, which he attributed to change 
of air. 

Mr. Greaves now ana the office 
of truſtee to Maria's fortune, greatly ap- 

plauding every thing ſhe had done, eſpe- 
ctally her ſchool, which would be, he 
faid, an everlaſting monument of her 
goodneſs, and complimented Mr. Hill- 
yard for beſtowing ſo much of his time in 
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7 
feeing juftice done to the children, aſſu- 
ring him he would willingly caſe him of 

part of the trouble. 
Mr. Hillyard heard this Aiden 
with pleaſure, and attributed this change 
to his long illneſs, believing it impoſſible 
for a man to lay upon his ſick-bed with- 
out reflecting on his paſt life; and, though 
he was not fully acquainted with his cha- 
racter, yet he knew enough to be tho- 
roughly ſatisfied he ought to repent. He 
was happy at this change, and \readuly: 
een his offer. 
Their time was now divided in viſiting 
the ſchool and the village; and the 
former was the idmiration; of the whole 
county, bringing many travellers to ſee 
the generous. mne ** who though ſo 
« young, fo good.” 
Miſs Adair: now viſited White Hall, 
but not like her former ſelf, ſhe ſeemed 
quite to have forgot her. brother and her 
deceaſed friend Louiſa, Wherever ſhe 


997" F | 
had been, her mind was contaminated 
with pride, the acquiſicion of her fortune. 


had led her into every extravagance; her 


dreſs was the ſtandard of faſhion ; her. 
ſmile or approbation. of a cap was enough 
to bring a milliner into vogue, and en- 
ſure her reputation for ever; a frown was: 


a dead warrant, and the creature wanted. 
_ taſte if Miſs Adair did not approve.. As. 


her perſon was extremely elegant, ſhe was 
the idol of flattery, which crept inſenſibly 
into-her mind, and poiſoned every good. 
quality ſhe. poſſeſſed. Her toilet was her. 
greateſt pride, and the fine bloom. of her: 
completion intirely deſtroyed by rouge, 
while her graceful form was contracted 


by. a forbidding haughtineſs, and a ſtiff- 


neſs of opinion made her a diſagreeable 
companion. She was continually form- 
ing parties of pleaſure; and wondered what 
amuſement Miſs Brooks could find in de- 
voting her time to ſuch a parcel of poor 
villagers, and lamented a fortune like 

her's 
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| Ker's ſhould be buried in "ogy obſcu- 
| rity. 
Mr. Hillyard did not fail giving this 

young lady ſome of his lectures on her 
behaviour; but Miſs Adair told him 
fuch muſty morals were unpleaſant to 
her, and if he continued them, ſhe ſhould 
certainly be obliged to leave the Hall, 
though ſhe came there for the purpoſe of 
retirement for a few months. | 
He thanked her for her polite declara- 
tion, and in his blunt manner faid, fince 
ſhe was fo full of herfelf, he would adviſe 
her to go where the inhabitants were more 
of her opinion. 
This was too much for the high Fri - 
of Mifs Adair, ſhe burſt into tears, and 
replied, had her brother been alive, he 
| would not ſuffer her to be inſulted. 
« Oh?” cried he, © I thought, by the 
4 late alteration in your conduct, you had 
« entirely forgot him ; whether you have 
46 or no, cannot ſay; ; but every perſon 
| « who 
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| 6 wha ae knew you, will, I dare 


« ſay, agree with me, you have forgot 
« yourſelf.” 

„ Well, Sir, you ſhall remember me 
« when you ſee me here again ;” and or- 
dering her carriage, inſtantly ſet off for 

London, leaving a note for Miſs Brooks: 
with her waiting-maid,. Who ſtaid behind 

to pack up her things, as ſhe found her 

conſequence too much hurt to remain till 
they were ready, in which ſhe exhibited 

great complaints againſt Mr. Hillyard, 
who ſhe poſitively affirmed bid her get 
out of the houſe, and aſſured her ſhe 
would never reviſit the Hall while he re- 
mained there. 

As Maria had great cenſor to be di. 
pleaſed with hier imperious behaviour, yet 
ſhe could not believe Mr. Hillyard would 
be guilty of ſuch ill manners as to bid her 
get out of the houſe, applied to Mr. 
Greaves, who was preſent when the dil- 
pute happened, who declared Mr. Hill 
Jard had in no reſpect deviated from the 
ö gentle- 
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gentleman ; and as Miſs Adair was well 
acquainted with his ſingular character, in 
His opinion it was. highly ridiculous in 
her to take any offence. at what he ſaid, 
Maria agreed with him; when Miſs 
Adair's woman, who had got every thing 
in readineſs, and had a chaiſe in waiting 
for her, defired to know if the note re- 
quired any anſwer. She wrote a ſhort 
one, and requeſted her return to the Hall, 
and blamed her for leaving it ſo abruptly, 
or taking offence at Mr. Hillyard, whoſe 
ſingularities ſhe ſo well =—_—_ 
Whether this was too ſubmiſſive or 
not; I cannot determine, but from that 
time Miſs Adair dropped all correſpon- 
dence with Maria. The return of win 
ter confined them in long evenings to the 
Hall; but no weather could confine Mr. 
Hillyard, who was continually i in ſearch 
of adventures; and as Mr. Greaves ſel- 
dom choſe to go abroad; Miſs Brooks 
faw ſhe was under the neceſſity of taking 
a companion to reſide. with her, and 
pitched 
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pitched on an elderly lady in the village; 
who was the widow of an officer, and 
had little more than her penſion to ſub- 
ſiſt on. ö 
The name of this lady was Lintons 
She had been politely educated, and poſ- 
ſeſſed a fine underſtanding, which was 
greatly improved by a thorough know- 
ledge of the world; in the early part of life 
ſhe had been in the gay circle, and taſted 
all the pleaſures that beauty, health, and 
fortune could command, when a war 
breaking, out, her huſband was ordered 
with his regiment to Jamaica, and had 
nearly completed his voyage, when the 
ſhip was attacked by three Barbary cor- 
fairs, who took them. Captain Linton 
was three years in ſlavery before he had 
an opportunity of letting his wite know 
his dreadful fituation,. and the money 
demanded for his ranſom amounted to 
their whole fortune, which ſhe immedi- 
' ately raiſed, and joyfully remitted. But 
the hard{hips this unluappy - gentleman 
endured, 


\ RS. 

endured in flavery rendered him unable 
to bear the fatigue of his voyage, which, 
was a tedious one, and he died juſt as he 
had got ſight of his native ſhore, leaving 
his wife a. poor bankrupt 1 in an unfeeling. 
world. 

Unwilling to diſcover *. poverty, 
Mrs. Linton ſold her furniture and plate 
by degrees, till her houſe was nearly 
fſtripped, and her ſervant, who ſaw ſhe 
mould not keep her place much longer, 
thought herſelf under no neceſſity of con- 
cealing her miſtreſs's affairs, but on the 
ether hand expoſed them wherever ſhe 
went. | 

This no ſooner reached che ears- of 
Mrs. Linton's acquaintance, than they 
dropped off, and, of all her numerous 
friends, ſhe had not one left to aſſiſt her 
in the hour of diſtreſs. She ſold the re- 
mainder of her furniture, and applying 
for a penſion, through the intereſt of a 
great good man, at that time at the head 
of * 3 obtained turty pounds a 


ear, 
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year, and retiring to this village, by the 
dint of induſtry at her needle, ſhe ſup- 
ported herſelf in. a genteel manner ; and 
as. Maria had often viſited her, ſhe was. 
pleaſed with her behaviour, which was 
| modeſt, though not ſervile } always pre 
poſſeſſing her viſitants in her favour. 

This lady Maria ſent for, and opening 
her ſituation without reſerve, propoſed to 
allow her one hundred pounds a year as- 
ber companion. This offer was eagerly 
embraced, and in ten days Mrs. Linton: 
was ſettled at the Hall. She was a great 
lover of muſic, and played on ſeveral in- 
ſtruments; and though Maria had a 
thorough knowledge of that ſcience, yet 
ſhe was not ſo great a proficient as Mrs, 
Linton, whoſe taſte and execution aſto- 
niſhed all that heard her. | 

Mr. Greaves now became as muſical 
as the ladies, and always attended their 
little concerts, and taking theſe opportu- 
nities of being ſo near the perſon of Ma- 
ria, declared his paſſion in the molt deli- 
Cate: 
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cate manner, faying, he had long ſilently 
admired her virtues, and could never be 
happy without her; and, to make ſure 
of ſucceſs, begged Mr. Hillyard to in- 
tercede with her, as ſhe had not given 
bim any hopes upon his declaration. 

Mr. Hillyard was well pleaſed with-the 
idea of this match, as he thought Mr. 
Greaves as good as he pretended to be; 
and he took the firſt convenient time he 
could of pleading his cauſe, but was 

coolly anſwered by Maria, that ſhe had 
not the leaſt inclination to + chongs her 
fituation. 

As this appeared to be her defi- 
tive anſwer, Mr. Greaves became de- 
jected, he loſt his appetite, and grew 
pale, and, after languiſhing about a 
month, was unable to leave his chamber, 
and, ſending for Mr. Hillyard, ordered 
the ſervant to withdraw, and informed 
him, that as he was unable to gain the 
object of his wiſhes, life was indifferent 
to him; but as Miſs Brooks had an aver- 
9 5 ſion. 


1 

ſion to his perſon, hoped ſne had not to 
the name of Greaves, and requeſted him 
to be one of the witneſſes to his will, in 
which he had left her his whole fortune 
on that condition, declaring he ſhould be 
miſerable if. ſhe did not conſent. 

The doctor who attended him was of 
opinion, that whatever his indiſpoſition 
Was, it would ſettle in a decline. Maria 
lamented his illneſs; the accounts of his 
continual ſufferings awakened her pity ; 
ſhe was much alarmed at the idea of his 
death being occaſioned by his affection 
for her, and aſſured him by Mr. Hitl- 
yard, that if he did not mean to make 
her for ever miſerable, he would try to 
recover. ED 8 

This meſſage was carried up to 
Greaves, which he received with all the 
extravagance of joy; and, calling for 
pen and ink, wrote an anſwer, that as 
the name of Greaves was dear to him by 
the late inhabitants 6f the Hall, Miſs 
Brooks would render | it doubly ſo, if ſhe 

3 | would 
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would conſent to bear it, and that aſſu- 
Tance only could re-eſtabliſh his health, 
| which otherwiſe would ſoon be far be- 
yond the power of human art, lamenting 
the irreparable loſs he had ſuſtained in 
the death of his couſin Louiſa, who, had 
the been alive, would certainly have (e- 
conded his petition. | 
This name awakened the tenderneſs 

of Maria. She recollected that the death 
of Louiſa was occaſioned by the untimely | 

one of Mr. Adair ; ſhe ſaw her faded 
- countenance, and was the conſtant com- 
panion of her forrows. © And can * 
ſaid ſhe, „ Tet her couſin fink under the 
ce fame affliction? No; I will conquer 
e my averſion to a married life, and re- 
cc ceive the name of Greaves from him- 
ce ſelf. She now paid a viſit to the fick 
man, who ſhe found ſcarce able to ſup- 
port himſelf in his chair. The room 
was darkened, as he complained he was 
unable to bear the light. He was taken 


out of his bed purpoſely to receive her. 
«6 Ah 52 
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« Ah!” cried he, the moment ſhe enter 
red the room, © this houſe has been long 
„inhabited by the tenants- of death, 1 
< ſhall ſoon pay my tribute to him.“ 

© hope net, Sir,” ſaid Maria, © it 
« will be your own fault if you do.“ 

This vifit laſted near a quarter of an 
hour, and Greaves in the moſt pathetic 
manner requeſted the favour of her to re- 
peat it as often as in her power, which 
ſhe promiſed. The alteration of his fea- 
tures, and his dejected countenance, 
wreught ſo much pity. in the tender 
breaſt of Maria, that the moment ſhe re- 
tired, melted into tears, and accuſed 
herſelf of ingratitude to his uncle, and 
begged Mrs. Linton to acquaint Mr. 
Hillyard with her ſentiments, as ſhe knew 
he would relate them to Mr. Greaves. 
This ſoon cauſed an alteration for the 

better, ang in a few days he was able to 
take the air in her carriage, and, at the 
requeſt of Mr. Hillyard, ſhe attended 
him herſelf with Mrs. Linton. 85 
| 2 The 8 
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The marriage of Miſs Brooks was the 
talk of the whole country; and Mr. 
| Greaves's health being perfectly re-eſta- 
bliſhed, he ſet off for London to procure 
a licence, and returning in a few days, 
the writings were ſigned, and every thing 
got in readineſs; and the week follow- 
ing Maria, attended by Mrs. Linton and 
Mr. Hillyard, gave her hand and perſon 
to Mr. Greaves at the altar. a 
Every face wore the appearance of joy, 
and maſquerades were given by the 
bridegroom. A month ſlipped away in 
kejoicing, when the company departed 
Yer the Hall; and Mr. Greaves never 


appeared ſo happy as in the company of 
bis amiable wite. 


CHAP. 
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"Wo years paſſed. away, hen Mr. 
Hillyard took a fancy to viſit that 
aſt of the country where his eſtate lay. 
Here he had kept a ſteward, who was a 
ſimilar character to himſelf; but this man 
dying, Mr. Hillyard reſolved to go and 
ſettle in his native place the remainder of 
his life; ſo viſiting the ſchool, and com- 
mitting the accounts into the hands of 
Mr. Greaves, took leave of the family, 
promiſing to reviſit the Hall in a year or 
two. - 

Mrs. Greaves was now advanced in 
pregnancy, when one day taking the 
air in her coach with Mrs. Linton, the 
horſes took fright and ran away, but were 
happily ſtopped before they had done 
any miſchief to themſelves, or the ladies, 


who were immediately carried home; 
t the 


) 
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the fright Mrs. Greaves received cauſed 
a premature labour, which nearly affected 
her life. After Mr. Greaves was aſſured 
of his wife's recovery, he ſet out for Lon. 
don to ſtay a few weeks, as he had lately 
received ſeveral letters from thence, 
which required his attendance, and ta. 
king an affectionate leave of her, promi. 
ſed to return to the Hall before ſhe was 
well enough to go abroad, telling her, if 
ſhe wiſhed to preſerve his health to be 
f careful of her own. | 
Two months elapſed without return- 
Ing, and though he often wrote, never 
gave any direction where to return an 
anſwer. 
This Wie, though 00 
was thought little of by Mrs. Greaves, 
as he always complained of the continual 
| hurry he was in, ſaying, in all his letters, 
if great care was not taken, he ſhould 
loſe three parts of his eſtate. This ne- 
gle& was looked over by her, as OCCa- 
| fioned by the anxiety of his mind; but it 
was 


5 

was not ſo by Mrs. Linton; ſhe was too 
well acquainted with the world. She had 
heard the ſtory of the two children, and 
though ſhe had not the leaſt ſuſpicion at 
that time, yet there was a ſomething in 
his conduct ſhe did not approve; but 
had too much good ſenſe to render his 
amiable wife unhappy, by her giving the 
leaſt hint. 4: 
At the end of four a Mr. Greaves 
returned to the Hall, but ſo altered, that 
he ſcarce ſeemed like himſelf. Mrs. 
Greaves flew to meet him when ſhe ſaw 
the carriage ſtop ; but all her careſſes 
were received with moſt mortifying cool- 
neſs, which he perſevered in, ſcarce 
ſpeaking ten words the whole evening, 
and, complaining of fatigue, retired early 
to his chamber. After he was gone Mrs. 
Greaves made ſome remarks upon his 
temper, ſaying, © His brows vides more 
ce the gloom of a funeral than that of a 
oF happy mecting after ſo long a ſepara- 
tion.“ 


1 2 „ Mrs. 
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Mrs. Linton replied, *© © that the mind 
of Mr. Greaves might be difturbed at 
e the perplexity of his affairs, and occa- 
«© fion a thoughtfulneſs, that made him 
appear out of humour to her, who had 


never before ſeen him but wich a lmile 


** on his countenance.” 

However, his gloomineſs continued, 
He told Mrs. Greaves ſhe had entirely 
| Joft the art of pleafing in his eyes. Mrs, 

Linton was treated more like a ſervant 
than a companion to his wife; but ſhe 
had good ſenſe to bear with it, in com- 
paſſion to Mrs. Greaves, whole ſpirits 
were greatly depreſſed at the alteration in 
his behaviour. 

For two months little elſe Seeed 
but continual bickerings, when another 
packet of letters ſummoned him again to 
London. Mrs. Greaves requeſted to 
know where ſhe might direct to him, 
ſaying, it would render her very unhappy 
in being ignorant of the place of his 
abode, Not at all,” he replied, © 1 
8 « know 
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ee know you all better; I know the whole 
« ſex, and am well convinced that alt 
« your love is but deception to draw us: 
«in, and give a cloak to your own li- 
*« centious conducts,” —-Mrs. Greaves 
was fo amazed at this reply , that it depri- 
ved her of the power of ſpeech, and he, 
not chuſing to wait for an anſwer, ſtep- 
ped into his carriage, (which was waiting) 
and drove off from the Halb. 

Mrs. Linton, who was not preſent at 
this tender farewel, came into the room as- 
ſoon as the chaiſe was gone, and found 
Mrs, Greaves in her chair almoſt drowned} 
in tears. She was going to withdraw, but 
Mrs. Greaves deſired ſhe would fit down, 
and related the Jaſt expreſſions uſed by 
her huſband at their parting. This good 
hdy could not forbear ſympathizing with. 

| her, and not willing to increaſe her for- 
row, ſtrove to gloſs over the departure 
of Mr. Greaves, much in the ſame manner 
as ſhe had done his arrival. i 
"Tx. Near 
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Near a month had elapſed without 
hearing from him, and Mrs. Greaves, 
who was perſuaded in her own mind that 
ſome accident or other had happened to 
him, prepared for a viſit to the metropo- 
lis; but as ſhe had no acquaintance of 
her own in that place, defired Mrs. Lin- 
ton to write to ſome of her friends to 
procure ſuitable lodgings for them. Eve- 
ry thing being in readineſs they were to 
ſet off the next day, when Mrs. Greaves 
received the following letter. : | 

„ Mapant - 

1 find you are preparing fora jour. 
e ney to London; but if you mean to 
« oblige me, and expect my future fa- 
« your, you will deſiſt from your ridicu- 
( lous intention, which, I ſuppoſe, was 
planned by Mrs. Linton, whoſe pre- 
&« fence is extremely diſagreeable to me. 

I ſhall be at home in a few days, and 
« therefore muſt deſire you to give over 
4 all thoughts of your abſurd ſcheme. 
© EDWARD GREAVES.” 
| Mr. 


e 
Mr. Greaves returned the week follow- 
ing, and was greatly diſappointed at find- 
ing Mrs. Linton with his wife, who, he 
| flattered himſelf, would diſmiſs her upon 
the hint he had given ; but finding it was 
not complied with, thought it moſt pru- 
dent to diſſemble, by behaving to her 


with the higheſt reſpe&t. Yet fomething 


ſeemed to throw a damp upon his ſpi- 
rits; nor could the frequent attempts of 
Mrs. Greaves draw him out of his me- 

lancholy, which ſeemed every day to 
increaſe, though his behaviour was quite 
the reverſe to what it had been, and fronr 
the moſt moroſe temper, he became gen- 

tle and obliging. 
Mrs. Greaves now preſſed him to let 
her know the cauſe of his perturbation of 
mind, but he tenderly evaded it, by 
ſaying, he could not bear to ſee her 
unhappy, and begged her to forgive 
whatever had paſſed, aſſuring her his 
mind was diſtracted at that time, and he 
| 'F 4. had 
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had ſuffered more from reflection than 
be! was able to expreſs. 
_ ©. She affured him ſhe never thought of 
any paſt miſunderſtanding ; adding, if it 
was occaſioned by any fault of her's, ſhe 
would promiſe not to fall into the like 
error, if he would but inform her what i 
Was. 
Greaves kiſſed her "REY 4 decla- 
red ſhe was too good for him.—** I have 
< been imprudent,” ſaid he; let me be- ry 
« rifh why ſhould I involve you in 
ce misfortunes which you were not accel= 
66 « ſary to.” 
Mrs. Greaves 1 bis to ac- 
quaint her what the occaſions were; de- 
claring, as her whole ſtudy was to con- 
tribute to his happineſs, every thing in 
her power ſhe would willingly. ref en to 
reſtore it. 
He then informed her he had loſt 
above three parts of his fortune in the 
Alley, and was unable to anſwer ſome 
preſſing demands upon him; and that 
* * "i 


e 
he had been arreſted when laſt in Lon- 


don, which was the reaſon of his not wri - 


ting to her; and as Mr. Hillyard inſiſted 


upon the ſettling her whole fortune on 


herſelf, if ſhe would reſign the forty 
thouſand pounds the became entitled to 
at the death of Louiſa, by the will of Mr. 
Greaves, it would enable him to regain 
what he had imprudently loſt, for which 
he would give his bond with intereſt, to 
be paid within twelve months. — This in- 
ſtantly was conſented to by Mrs. Greaves, 
and ſhe wrote to her truſtees, two gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, requeſting 
them to: aſſign over. their truſts to. her 
huſband, which they agreed to, on pro- 
per releaſes being given them; and, in 
a few days, Mr. Greaves was put in full 
poſſeſſion. of her jointure, the exact ſum 
he wanted. 

Mrs. Linton filently. obſerved all this 


with ſorrow; ſhe ſaw nothing in Mr. 
Greaves's behaviour to merit ſuch a ſacri- 


fice, and blamed RE for not acquaint 
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ing Mr. Hillyard of what was going for- 
ward, to whoſe commands Mrs. Greaves 
always paid an implicit obedience, and 
who certainly would, by his perſuaſions, 
have prevented her putting herſelf in the 
power of a man, from whofe recent ill 
treatment ſhe had little to expect; but 
as it was done, and not to be remedied, 
ſhe ſtrove to wear an air of cheerfulneſs, 
eſpecially as he was all fondneſs to his 
wife. 
His affection Jaſted fog three weeks, 
when another packet arrived, which again 
demanded his immediate return to Lon- 
don, and he, to avoid any queſtions, 
ſtole from the ſide of Mrs. Greaves when 
aſleep, and, ordering the chaiſe to wait 
at ſome little diſtance' from the Hall, ſet 
out, leaving a note on the toilet, inform- 
ing her, he would write as ſoon as he ar- 
- rived in town. This letter was found by 
her waiting-woman, who being acquaint» 
ed with her maſter's hand-writing, and 
hearing . of the ſervants ſay he was 
gone 
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gone to London, carried it to her miſ- 
treſs, who was almoſt deprived of her 
ſenſes on peruſal of the contents. At 
breakfaſt ſhe met Mrs. Linton, who was 
equally hurt at the cruel. manner of his 
departure. 

At the end of a week Mrs. Greaves 
received a letter, in which her huſband 
informed her that his affairs were greatly 
_ embarraſſed, and it would be ſome time 
before he could return; and as there was 
no alternative, ſhe. was obliged to be 
contented. Mrs. Linton continually was. 
finding out ſome new amuſement to keep 

up her ſinking ſpirits, which daily ſeem- 

ed to increaſe their load of ſorrow, ne- 
ver ſuffering her to be alone; yet ſhe 
frequently would ſteal. away to ſome re- 
tired ſpot, and fall into violent fits of 
weeping, which nearly deprived her of. 
ſight. 
Several weeks were ſpent i in. this man 

ner, when ſhe received another. letter 
from Mr. Greaves, giving directions 


16 about 
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about ſome part of theeſtate belonging to 
the manor of White Hall, complaining 
at the neceſſity of his being ſo long ab- 
| ſent, and expteſſing his moſt ardent 
viches for his return, boping, as he ſaid, 
never to leave it again without the plea 
fare of her company. 
This re-animated Mrs. Greaves, ant 
her countenance revived. It was follow- 
ed by ſeveral others, equally affectionate x 
and as Mrs. Greaves generally read. 
them over a hundred times a day, ſhe 
always carried them in her pocket. 
One day, after looking over theſe 
fond epiſtles in a ſummer-houſe, as ſhe 


| was putting them in her pocket one 
dropped, which ſtooping to pick up, 
ſhe ſaw a paper folded, lying under a 
chair that ſtood in a corner of the room, 
and taking it up, ſhe found it directed to 
Mr. Greaves—when opening it, * read 
as follows: 


« Sir, 


fF 18: 1 
_— Sr, | 
4e For, 1 ſuppoſe, F dare not adds 
ec you by any other name, I begin to fear 
& you have loſt all recollection of me 
* and your children; but if yay; do not 
*« come to London in a few dad) I ſhall 
c make bold to viſit White Hall. This, 
« I'think, will be ſufficient, without * 
et. further hints from 
cc * JAN E MORRIS.” +4 


Hampſtead, | 


Petrified at the fight, Mrs. Greaves: 
turned it, and read the addreſs over ſeve- 
ral times before ſhe would give credit to: 
her own ſenſes ; but collecting all her 
fortitude, ſhe put. it in her pocket with 
the reſt of her papers, and returning to 

the Hall, immediately ordered her car- 
riage to be ready early the next morn- 
ing, begging Mrs. Linton to prepare to 
accompany her to London, as ſhe had 
ſome Fußes there of a particular nature. 


The remainder of the day was ſpent in 
making 
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making the neceſſary preparations, and 
next morning Mrs. Greaves ſet out, 

attended by her faithful companion, 
who was an entire ſtranger to the occa- 
ſion of his ſudden journey. 
As Wy were upon the road, Mrs. 
Greaves: gave the letter into Mrs. Lin- 
ton's hands, who, enraged at her huſ- 
band's conduct, could not help letting 
fall the words “ deteſtable, defigning 
* yylain !“ but ſeeing the eyes of the 
innocent Maria ſwimming in tears, her 
_ paſſion inftantly ſubſided, and ſhe uſed 
every argument that love, friendſhip, and 
pity could ſuggeſt, to keep her from 
ſinking under that heavy weight of afflic- 
tion that ſtabs far beyond the power of 
human {kill to heal, and leaves a rank- 
ling wound in the heart, that never cloſes 
when given by thoſe we eſteem. dearer 
than ourſelves ; and though Maria had 
wrought herſelf up, as ſhe thought, into 
a thorough contempt of him, yet ſhe 
could not forget her own ſituation, and 
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the nearer ſhe approached to town the 
more poignant was her anguiſh; every 
thought filled her breaſt with ſorrow, and 
ſhrinking from the gulph of miſery ſhe _ 
ſaw before her, fainted ſeveral times in 

the arms of Mrs. Linton. 

As they were not provided with lodg- 
| ings, they drove to a hotel near St. 
James's, where they reſted that evening, 
and the next day, taking a hackney 
coach, proceeded to Hampſtead; and af- 
ter driving about for two hours making 
inquiries, no perſon knew the name of 
Morris, and they returned home, much 
fatigued with their fruitleſs journey, 
which they reſolved to proſecute till they 

could find out the lady. ; 
Three days were ſpent in this weari- 
ſome manner, when Mrs. Linton recol- 
lected that Mr. Hillyard was acquainted 
with the reſidence of Mrs. Morris, and 
begged Maria to write to him for infor- 
matton, which ſhe immediately did ; but 
as It would be a week at leaſt before ſhe: 
. 


ET. 
equſd receive any anſwer, and the for 
rows of Maria ſtill increafing, ſhe, with 
much difficulty, perſuaded her to go to 
the Opera, and * the diverſions 
of the town. 

At laſt an anſwer arrived from: Mr. 
Hillyard 3 and as Maria had not inform- 
ed him of the occaſion of her writing for 
Mrs. Morris's addreſs, he wondered what 
| had carried her to London, and placed 
Her at a hotel. He ſuppoſed ſhe was 
getting as bad as the reſt, and deſired 
her to get home as faſt as ſhe could; but 
as ſhe might perhaps want to viſit his 
children, incloſed the direction. 

Maria, impatient of waiting till the 
next morning, ſet out immediately on the 
receipt of the letter, and arrived at the 
place juſt before the duſk of the evening. 
The coachman rang the bell, and the 

fame footman that had been at White 
Hall to ſee the children, anſwered with 
as chere“ 8. no > Mrs, Morris lives here.“ 


4 — 
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« Then, pray, what is your miſtreſs's 


* name?” ſaid Mrs. Linton, looking 


out of the coach window. 

«© Greaves, Madam,” he replied. 

& Is ſhe at home?“ 

I'll go and ſee, Madam.” 

Maria, who fat trembling by Mrs. 
Linton's fide at the ſervant's anſwer, 


cried out,“ Tell her it is the Lady from 


c White Hall.” 


„Oh! yes, Madam,” he returned, 


© my eh has often wiſhed to ſee 
« you.” And inſtantly running into the 
| vals, in a few minutes, deſiring them 
to alight and walk in. =” 
They were met at the hall door by a; 
genteel woman in an elegant undreſs, 
who inquired which was Miſs Brooks. 
c That was this lady's name, Madam, 


replied Mrs. Linton; “ but, about 


© three years fince, ſhe changed it for 

<« Greaves.” j 
« Excuſe me, Madam,” returned the 
lady, int! Maria by che hand, are 
N 66 you 
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bo you the lady who paid ſuch attention | 
« to my children?“ 

« Yes, Madam,” replied Maria, al- 
moſt ſinking into the arms of Mrs. Lin- 
ton. 

And are you the lady who 1 wrote to 
me by the name of Morris ?” 

% wrote to you, Madam, in that 
« name by the deſire of Mr. Greaves, 
« who is my huſband, and the father of 
c the children you ſo kindly protected.“ 
Great God!“ exclaimed Maria,“ 1 
ct am devoted to deſtruction.” 

Mrs. Linton now related the circum- 
ſtances of the marriage of Mr. Greaves 
to his aſtoniſhed wife, who, after her firſt 
ſurprize was over, fell at the feet of Ma- 
ria, and implored her forgiveneſs for her 
| huſband. . . 
* No 1” cried Maria; © nothing on 
* earth can make me a reparation : my 
« fortune he might have taken, that I 
ec would willingly have forgiven ; that 
was his uncle's. ”— —Here the tears 
3 choaked 
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choaked her utterance, which broke into 
violent ſobs, while Mrs. Greaves and 
Mrs. Linton ſtood by her ſide, nearly in 
the ſame ſituation; when the children, 
who had been up ſtairs, came running 
down, and ſeeing the parlour-door open, 
ran in; the eldeſt inſtantly knew Maria, 


and going to his mother, inquired if 
that was not the lady that kept him 


from the beggars; his mother taking 


him by the hand, bid him fall at the 
feet of Miſs Brooks, and intercede for 
his father. Little Edward was going 
to do as ſhe directed him, when Maria 


taking him in her arms, kiſſed him, and 
beckoning to Mrs. Linton, went to her 
carriage, and bowing to Mrs. Greaves, 
who followed drowned in tears, grove to 
the Hotel. 


Miſs Brooks cond not withſtand Fey 


ſupplications of the child, and as ſhe 
ever inviolably kept her word, was fear- 


ful of any thing like a promiſe eſcaping 
her , the * retired to the coach, as 
before 77 
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before mentioned, where we will leave 
them, and return to. Mirs. Greaves. 
This lady was then in her thirtieth 
year, ten of which ſhe had been married 
to Mr. Greaves. She was the daughter 
of a tenant. of his mother's, who, ſome 
time after the death of her huſband, had 
purchaſed an eſtate with a. fmall box in 
the county of Surry, and Mrs. Greaves 
being much attached to the parents of 
the gil, as honeſt, induſtrious people, 
took their daughter to be her woman. 
Mr. Greaves ſoon became enamoured 
Vith her, but ſhe. had the good ſenſe to 
withſtand his ſolicitations of becoming 
his miſtreſs, and acquainted his mother, 
who gave him a lecture, promifing to 
ſupport Jane Morris, for that was her 
maiden name, and ſent her to her 
father's. But Greaves had dallied with 
_ this girl fo long, thinking to entrap her 
in the ſnare he had laid for her ruin, 
till he had fallen into it himſelf; for he 
BQ ſoaner tound the was removed out 
of 
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of his reach, than he would have given 
his whole fortune to have procured A 
fight of her; and, like moſt libertines, 
he hated his mother, and was con- 
tinually doing ſomething or another to 
vex her. Here, a handſome opportu- 
nity preſented itſelf, no leſs than marry- 
ing her maid. This was no fooner 
thought of, but put in execution, for he 
inſtantly went to her father, and ſolicited 
his conſent. The bait was too well 
gilt to be refuſed by the old man, but 
the daughter, who loved her late miſ- 
treſs, declgred ſhe would not have him 
till ſhe knew whether his mother ap- 
proved it. This objection was foon re- 
moved by Edward, who being expert 
in every wickedneſs, could forge Mrs. 
Greaves's hand to a nicety, wrote a letter, 
which he ſent incloſed to one of his com- 
panions whom he could truſt, defiring him 
to go to his mother's, and ſend a ſervant 
he left there with it. This done, he. 
_ preſented it to Jane, who was fully per- 

ſuaded 
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caaded it was her miſtreſs's hand- writing, 
and the licence being ready, they were 
privately married the day following. 
This news ſoon reached his mother's ears, 
who ſent for her daughter-in-law, and 
upon her producing the letter, forgave | 
her, but a coolneſs between her and her 
ſon ever after fubſiſted. . | 

He had impoſed upon his wife, when 
"* found the children at the Hall, by 
telling her Miſs Brooks was an old maid, 
and, as ſhe was in a declining ſtate of 
health, had made her will, and actually 
left him her whole fortune; but as ſhe 
poſſeſſed a great deal of family pride, 
and was unacquainted with his marriage, 

it would be beſt to keep her ſo, as he 
was ſure, if ſhe was informed of the 
origin of Mrs. Greaves, ſhe would be ſo 


much offended as to ſtrike him entirely 


out of her will; and, with ſuch per- 
ſuaſions, prevailed on her to write to the 

Hall by the name of Jane Morris, and 
as ſhe was a woman of remarkable eaſy 


temper, ſhe complied. 
As. 


. 
As this marriage, like many other 
affairs, was a nine days wonder, the 
tatlers had tired themſelves with it 
when Louiſa and her father came to 
town, and his mother, not wiſhing to 
expoſe her ſon's follies, thought they 
might hear it from ſome other perſon; 
but as it was no ſecret, it was not worth 
talking about: and as Mr. Hillyard was 
near two hundred miles from London 
when it took place, he was not acquaint- 
ed with it, though this was the cauſe of 
the coolneſs between him and his mother, 


which Louiſa noticed to Miſs Brooks 1 in 
the Miniature. „ 


JJ 


CHAP. XII. 


PON the return of the ladies to the 
Hotel, Maria, by the advice of 
Mrs, Linton, wrote to Mr. Hillyard, 
informing him of Greaves's villainy, 
defiring his advice, and requeſting him 


to go and take poſſeſſion of White Hall 


immediately. 
This letter he immediately ahfered, ; 
and a few days after a gentleman waited 
on her by Mr. Hillyard's recommenda- 
tion, and took inſtructions to proceed 
againſt Greaves. 

Maria now gave herſelf up to ac. 
tion, weeping continually, and the air 
of London not agreeing with her deli- 
cate conſtitution, by the advice of her 
phyſicians, ſhe removed to a ready- 
furniſhed houſe which was taken for her 

2 at 
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at H, a ſmall diſtance from town. 
With Mrs. Linton's kind attention, ſhe 
ſoon recovered from her dejection; and 
after Mr. Hillyard had arranged the 
affairs at the Hall, he came to London, 
and ſtayed till ſhe had obtained a de- 
cree in the Commons againſt Greaves, 
who had abſented - himſelf as ſoon as he 
was informed of her arrival in London, 
and according to report, was gone to 
France. She ſoon became well enough 
to go abroad, and as ſhe kept no com- 
pany, ſhe and Mrs. Linton uſed fre- 
quently to walk on the adjacent common, 
which was a large one, and made little 
excurſions to the charming village of. 
R——y: here, by taking notice of 
ſome fine children, they became ac- 
quainted with the wife of a farmer, whoſe 
apparent innocence pleaſed them very. 
much; at her houſe they often reſted them 
ſelves. This woman had a perſon who 
had lately come to lodge with her for the 
benefit of her health; ſhe was an agreeable 
Vol. II. 1 woman 


| 
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woman of about twenty-five, and paſſed 
for a lady of great family, but was fo 
circumſpect of what her origin was, that 
| ſhe never mentioned their names, ſay- 
ing, ſhe did not care to be known to 
any perſon in the place, fearing her low 


ſtation in life ſhould diſgrace her pedi- 


gree, which, from her own account, 
was one of the nobleſt in the king- 
dom. EF, 
She called herſelf Godfrey, and 
faid, ſhe bad diſobliged her friends by 
marrying an officer, who was little 
more than a ſoldier of fortune, from 
whoſe ill treatment, ſhe had been obli- 
ged to ſue for a ſeparate maintenance, 
which ſhe had obtained. This ſtory 
ſoon gained credit with Maria, whoſe 
recent ſufferings made her commiſerate 
the misfortunes of others, and from the 
great likeneſs Mrs. Godfrey bore to Mrs. 
Brooks of the Manor Houſe, their 
light acquaintance inſenſibly increaſed 
into the warmeſt friendſhip on the part 
2 of 
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of Maria; and from the frequent viſits 
of her attorney, and the exclamations of 
Mr. Hillyard, who could not fit half 
an hour without denouncing vengeance 
againſt Greaves, Mrs. Godfrey ſoon 
found out their buſineſs, and as Maria 
related it, ſhe ſhed tears at the perfidy of 
Greaves. 

Marra now received. a letter from 
Mrs. Greaves, imploring her lenity to- 
wards her huſband, who, ſhe ſaid, had 
wrote ſeveral times to her, accuſing her 
as the ſole cauſe of his misfortunes, and 


execrating the hour he firſt aw her. Miſs 
Brooks ſincerely pitied the unhappy 
ſituation of Mrs. Greaves, and declared 


ſhe ſhould ever eſteem her, and would 


adopt her children, who ſhould not 


{uffer for their father's crimes, but would 


never forgive the villany of her huſband, 
who had robbed her of her future hap- 


pineſs, and embittered every hour of her 
life. 
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Theſe ſentiments were applauded by 
Mr. Hillyard and Mrs. Linton, they 
both declaring, it was a duty ſhe owed 
to herſelf to vindicate her character, 
which would otherwiſe ſeem doubtful, 
and give thoſe who were fond of 
calumny, an opportunity of fixing an 
indelible ſtain which time could not 
eraſe. A ſuit was inſtituted in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, and actions for the 
recovery of her fortune, were carried on 
with the greateſt vigour, and Greaves 
not appearing, writs were iſſued for the : 
the apprehenſion of his perſon, and letters 
of entreaty were continually ſending 
from his wife, but Maria remained in- 
flexible, though Mrs. Godfrey often 
tried to ſoften her by every argument 
ſhe could think of, declaring, the ſitua- 
tion of Mrs, Greaves made her truly 
unhappy, though ſhe was is unacquainted 
with the parties. 

The decline of ſummer made Maria 


with t. to return to town, as 5 ſhe was very 
often 


E 

often obliged to go thither, which, in 
bad weather, was extremely diſagreeable, 
and for this purpoſe, Mr. Hillyard was 


gone to hirc a furniſhed houſe, but as 


he was rather difficult, it had taken him 
up ſeveral days, and as they found them- 
felves very loneſome, in his abſence, 
they accepted an invitation from Mrs. 
Godfrey to ſpend the evening at 
R——y. It was towards the latter 


end of Septemper, and the day had 
been very fine, and the moon rifing 
early, ſhe invited Maria to take a walk 


with her round the garden, which was 


very large, and laid open to the adjoin- 
ing fields, which were rented by the 
farmer at whoſe houſe they were. They 
had taken ſeveral turns, and were juſt | 


ſeated on a chair at the bottom of it, 


When four men jumped from behind a. 


quickſet hedge, diſguiſed in maſks, and 
ſeizing Maria, tied a handkerchief over 
her eyes, threatening to murder her if 
ſhe made the leaſt reſiſtance, and forced 
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her along with them into the fields, 
where their horſes being ready equip- 
ped, they inſtantly mounted, and bind- 
ing her behind one of them, were quick- 
ly out of fight. Mrs. Godfrey ſtood a 
quiet ſpectator of all this, and returning 
into the houſe, informed Mrs. Linton 
chat Miſs Brooks was ſo highly delighted 
with the beauty of the evening, that 
ſhe could not perſuade her to leave the 
garden. They ſat chattering ſome time, 
when Maria not appearing, Mrs. Linton 
began to. be uneaſy, and defired Mrs. 
Godfrey to accompany her into the 
garden, which ſhe begged leave to de- 
. cline, ſaying, Miſs Brooks was in ſuch 
a contemplative mood, ſhe was afraid 
it would offend her, if ſhe was diſ- 
turbed. This did not ſatisfy Mrs, Lin- 
ton, who, taking the farmer's eldeſt 
daughter, went herfelf in ſearch of 
Maria, but could not diſcover the leaſt 
traces of her: greatly alarmed, ſhe re- 
turned to. the houſe, and inquiring 
whether 
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whether ſhe vas come in, Was anſwered | 
in the negative. She now begged Mrs- 
Godfrey, who pretended to be much 
' frightened At her abſence, to diſpatch 
de ſervants in ſearch. But not the leaſt 
intelligence could be obtained. | 

Mrs: Linton's agitation being a little 
aſſuaged, it immediately occurred to her 


ments where {he was, ordered her ſer- 
vant iO attend ber home, which As 
ſoon As ſhe reached, ſhe fent for a 
neighbour, © whom ihe related che 
whole affair, with her ſuſpicions. This 
_ gentleman immediately geſired bis ſer- 
vant to £0 t the farm-ho uſe, and at all 
events, to ſecure Mrs. Godfrey. But 
ſhe was too great à Machiavel to run the 
hazard of detection, and, under the pre- 
tence of ſeeking Maria, had taken à poſt- 

. wo 7 Re chaile,, 
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chaiſe, which ſhe' had previouſly order. 
ed, and was gone to London. 

This confirmed them 1n their opinion, 
| Almoſt diſtracted, Mrs. Linton ordered 
the chariot, and attended by her kind 
neighbour, ſet off for Mr. Hillyard's 
lodgings, which they reached about 
twelve o'clock at night. The ſtreet 
was quite filent, and the family were 
retired to reſt, when ſhe, impatient of 
the ſervant's rapping too ſoftly, jumped > 
from the chariot, and alarmed them in 
an inſtant, who being unuſed to ſuch 
noiſes at that unſeaſonable time, threw 
up the ſaſhes, and demanded to know 
who was there. | 10 

« Oh! let me in,“ cried Mrs. — 
© open the door, tell him *tis me.“ 

«© Who, what ?” returned the voice. 

The repeated noiſe brought Mr. 
Hillyard to his window, who Kknow- 
ing her voice, ordered the ſervants to 
admit her. 


C6 oh, 
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Oh, heavens !” ſhe exclaimed, © we 
&« are all undone, Miſs Brooks is mur- 
« dered.“ 8 5 Fo 
The gentleman who attended Mrs. 
Linton, now begged ſhe would compoſe 
herſelf, and related all he knew of the 
affair to Mr. Hillyard, who was almoſt 
petrified with aſtoniſhment ; he infiſt- 
ing on her ſlaying in his lodgings, pro- 
miſing he would uſe proper methods to 
prevent Miſs Brooks from been carried 
out of the kingdom. 5 
We will now return to the diſtreſſed 
Maria, who was carried acroſs the country 
by bye-ways, and in the ſpace of two 
hours, was near twenty miles from the 
place ſhe was taken; ſhe was hurried | 
by force into a coach that was waiting, 
and to intimidate her the more, two of 
them who got in with her, untied her 
ſaſh, and ſecuring her hands with it, 
laid their piſtols on the oppoſite ſeat, 
ſaying, if ſhe meant to preſerve her liſe, 
K s- to 
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to go quietly with them, when finding all 
reſiſtance vain ſne ſubmitted. „ 
The carriage ſtopped at ſeveral places. 
to change horſes, but the blinds were: 
kept continually up, and her guards never 
quitted her. In this manner they travel- 
led. till the evening of the fecond day, 
when they ſtopped at a ſmall. hut by: 
the fide of a. wood ;. here ſhe was handed; 
out by her attendants into a little dark 
room, where ſat an old woman, whoſe 
form and appearance ſeemed. a true 
picture of one of the furies brooding. 
over a handful of fire, burning on the 
hearth, which was all the light to be 
ſeen in this miſerable place. Maria, 
who from fatigue, and the little refreſh-. 
ment ſhe had taken, was ſcarce able. 
to ſupport herſelf, as all ſhe had taſted 
was only one glaſs of wine,. which the- 
ruffians had infiſted upon her drinking 
out of a bottle which they had brought 
with them. She was ſeated on a wretched. 
bed which ſtood in a corner of the room. 
| 5 covered 
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covered with rags: The old beldam 
eyed Maria, and then looking at them, 

with a horrid grin, cried out, “ So, this: 

« js the fine lady who, after depriving 

& the poor. young gentleman of his for- 

5 tune, wanted to hang him, but ſhe'll 
te know better before ſhe is a year older.” 

This ſpeech, though uttered from the 
mouth of fuch a wretch, revived her 
drooping ſpirits, who thought ſhe had 
been brought there to be murdered. 

For though ſhe ſaw her ſituation very 

deſperate, yet if they ſpared her life, ſhe- 

did not doubt but by the exertions of 

her friends, ſhe ſhould. recover her 

liberty. 

One of the men, ** ſeemed to be 
the chief, went to the village for ſome 
proviſions, whilſt the other aſſiſted the 
old woman in making a better fire, and” 
ſpread ſomething in the likeneſs of a 
table cloth, though the colour reſembled 
a coal-ſack, upon this was laid. four 
knives and forks, with an equal. number: 

IM K 6 of: 


of brown earthen platters, and in a few 
minutes, the man returned with a ham- 
per loaded with viduals, part of which 
they placed on the table, and ſitting 
down, made a hearty repaſt, after ſoli- 
citing Maria to partake with them, 
which ſhe refuſed, till one of them with 
the moſt horrid imprecations, inſiſted ſhe 

| ſhould; terrified at his threats, ſhe re- 
Iuctantly complied. | 
They remained that night in this 
miſerable place, Maria being obliged. to 
ſhare the bed with the old woman, white 
the two fellows laid upon the floor by 
her ſide, till about an hour before the 
break of day, when her hoſteſs aroſe, and 
putting a ſaucepan over the fire boiled 
ſome water, with which ſhe made tea, 
they brought the preceding evening 
with the other things. After this, they 
put five guineas in the old woman's 
hands, and bidding her to be ſecret, 
promiſed her ten more upon their return, 
; whullt ſhe, kneeling, kiſſing the gold, and 
ſx ore 
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ſwore eternal fidelity. They again 
tied the handkerchief over her face, and 
forcing her into the coach, drove away 
much in the ſame. manner as before, and 
in the evening arrived at another hut 
near the ſca-ſfide. | 

Here the fellows grew much kinder 
than they had hitherto been; emboldened 
by their ſeeming civility, ſhe offered 
them a conſiderable gratuity for her li- 
berty, but neither bribes not entreaties 
could prevail, as they aſſured her, tho? 
ſhe would never ſee her native country 
again, it would be her own fault if ſhe was 
nat happy. 

This hut was kept by a man who was 
at the head of a gang of deſperate ſmug- 
glers, of the moſt ſurly diſpoſition, and 
callous to every humane feeling; he 
was about fixty years old, and had two 
women with him, who paſſed for his 
daughters, the eldeſt was about thirty, 
and the other ſeemed a year or two 
younger. Theſe creatures, leſs benign in 

; nature 


EB 
nature than their father, flept with, and 
were the companions of Maria, whoſe 
tears and complaints afforded them ſuf. 
ficient ſubjects for their mirth. 

In this place ſhe. was confined near a 


| fortnight, when the men who brought 


her in the coach, informed her a veſſel 
was hourly expected to carry her abroad, 
but where, they were not at liberty to 
She thanked them for their intelli- 
gence, and hoped they would not leave 
Her till ſhe arrived at the place of her. 
deſtination, aſſuring them, if ever ſhe 
regained her liberty, 49 need not fear 
her reſentment. 
A ſmall- veſſel now anchored within 
half a mile of the beach, but as the ſurge 
ran very high, with the wind againſt. 
them, the crew were afraid of venturing 5 

too near the ſhore, but it changing, a 

boat with two men landed, calling for 

Miſs Brooks, who was in waiting, tied a 
| handkerchief about her eyes, and led 
Son et ber 
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ner to the boat, and after rowing nean 
an hour, ſhe was put on board the veſſel. 
The handkerchief was now taken off, 
and the moon ſhining bright, ſhe looked 
with ſtreaming eyes towards her native 
ſhore, and with a ſhort but fervent 
prayer, begged her Creator not to for- 
fake her in the hour of her diſtreſs, as 
ſhe firmly relied on him whoſe bounty- 
is immenſe, ſhe reſolved to bear her- 
misfortunes with a pious reſignation, re- 
collecting the advice — her by Mts. 
_ Hillyard.. 
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BRISK gale foringing up, the þ kind 
quickly leſſened in her fight, and 


A 


as the ſame men ſtill attended her, ſhe 


was much eaſier in her mind than ſhe had 
hitherto been, and for the firſt time con- 


verſed with them. They had been upon 


the deck near an hour, when on a ſudden: 


the wind changed ; a clap of thunder an- 
nounced the approaching ſtorm; the 


blue lightening ſhot its forky darts acroſs 
the black {ky, and the rain n poured down 


in torrents. 


Maria, who had 1 to the cabin 
that was prepared for her, ſat trembling, 
while the hollow winds roared, and the 


| ſea running mountains high, raiſed their 


little veſſel nearly to the clouds. 
When terrors aſſail the wicked, an evil 
conſcience preſents a monitor, which hu- 
man 
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man nature ſhudders at, and terrified at 
their paſt crimes, they attribute the works 
of nature to be cauſed by their wicked- 
neſs—** ſo far doth the Great God inſpire 
{© reprobates with an awe of him!“ 

So it was with theſe ruffians, who aſ- 


ſiſted to force Maria from her home; 


they accuſed themſelves of having, for 


the ſake of gold, unjuſtly taken her from 
her native country to one where ſhe 


would be confined for the remainder of 
her life; vowed, if ever they ſet their feet 


on ſhore again, to do their utmoſt in re- 


ſtoring her to her friends. In this man- 
ner they were toffed about for that night, 


and all the next day, when, towards mid- 
night, the moon ſhewed her pale face, 
and the ſwelling ocean gently ſubſid ed 
into a calm, when the mariners informed 
them they were near the coaſt of France. 


Maria now reminded her keepers of 
the vows they had made in the time of 


their danger; but their qualms had left 
them with the ſtorm, informing her they 
had 
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had both taken the ſacrament and kiſſed 
the crucifix, which obliged them to obey 
their Holy Father who adminiſtered it 
but as they had taken a particular lag 
to her, they would not leave her till they 
| had ſeen her ſafe into a place, where care 
would be taken of her ſoul as well as 
body, and ſhe would be ſenſible of the 
fervice they had done her, in getting her 
received into the pale of that church, 
whoſe doctrines were infallible. 

As Maria found theſe poor wretches 
were filled with ignorance and ſuperſti- 
tion, ſhe quietly ſubmitted. The ſhip 
at laſt came to an anchor, and, in the 
middle of the night, the was put into the 
boat, blind-folded, and carried on ſhore. 
Here a. wretched equipage waited for 
her, mto which ſhe was. hurried, and the 
 xathans, taking a little wine and biſcuit 

with them, by way of refreſhment, conti- 
nued their journey. 

Maria now recollected ihe was in a 
ſtrange country, unacquainted with the 


1 nr and manners of the people, 
and 
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ring on her finger, privately took it off, 


and pretending to put up her hair, which 


was hanging down her back A concealed 
= = 

They ans proceeded. 48 faſt as they 
could till break of day, when the car- 


riage ſtopped at the entrance of a large 


wood, through which was an unfrequent- 


ed path. Adjoining ſtood a ſmall houſe, 
for the accommodation of travellers, 


where, after refreſhing themſelves, her 
keepers diſmiſſed the carriage, and 
mounted horſes, which were in readineſs. 
Maria was permitted to have one to her- 
ſelf ; but, for fear of her eſcaping, a leather 


thong was faſtened to the middle, which 


one of them held in his hand. In this 
manner they travelled the remainder of 


the day, when the other, bidding his. 


companion to ſtop, ordered her to 


diſmount, while he again tied the hand- 


kerchief over her-eyes, and mounting 


afreſh, tad their. Journey. 


After 


and as ſhe had a very valuable diamond 
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After riding ſeveral miles, and taking 
many intricate turns, they arrived at a 
large chateau, moated round, which 
had not the leaſt appearance of being in- 
habited. Taking the bandage off her 


eyes, Maria, by their ordca , pulled a rope 
that hung down a polt, and rung an ala- 


rum bell fixed on the top. _ 
She inquired the name of the place, | 
but was anſwered they were not at liber- 
ty to tell; and as, when once ſhe had 
croſſed the moat, ſhe would be ſecured 
for life, therefore it would be beſt for her 
do ſubmit quietly, without aſking farther 
_ queſtions. The ſummons was anſwered 
by a Cerberus, who demanded their bu- 

| fineſs, and being informed, he ſtepped 
into a boat, and puſhing it off, rowed 
towards them. | 
The courage of Maria forſook her ; 
ſhe ſunk almoſt lifeleſs on the ground, 
and remained in that ſituation near an 
bour, when, recovering, ſhe found her- 
{elf alone in a miſerable dungeon, ſtrip- 

„ ped 


1 


ped of her watch, her pockets rifled, and 
the miniature of Louiſa taken from her 
boſom. 

While ſhe was ; ſurveying this Jenin | 
place the lock turned ; and the creaking. 
| hinges of the door reluctantly giving 
way, the gaoler entered, and placing a | 
ſtool for her to fit upon, deſired, in Bro- 
ken Engliſh, ſhe would not give herſelf 
any more fainting airs, for as ſhe had now 
reached her laſt abode, ſhe had better 
conform cheerfully to the cuſtoms of the 
place. 7: 

« Oh ! Sir,” cried ſhe, 3 on 
her knees, for Heaven's ſake take pity 
on a poor wretch, torn from her coun- 
e try and friends by the machinations of 
« a villain; I will reward you for every 
* riſk you may run in reſtoring me to 
c them, and take you from this deteſt- 
able arenen, and make you rich 
« and happy.” _ 9 

The fellow, not underſtanding half of 
What ſhe ſaid, e her from him, and 


| going 
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going out, locked the door after him, 
and, regardleſs of her diſtreſſes, went 
finging down ſtairs. MW, 

&© Great God !” ſaid ſhe, “ humanize 
« this wretch, and inſpire him with god- 
“ hike mercy, and let me not fall a vic - 
C tim to my enemies ;” and recommend- 
ing herſelf to the Deity, threw herſelf on 
ſomething in the form of a bed. Here 
ſhe lay for ſome time, liſtening to the 
rattling of chains, which aſſailed her ears, 
with the moſt piteous groans; but na- 
ture being oppreſſed with wearineſs, ſhe 
fell into a ound fleep, and did not awake 
till the next morning, when an old wo- 
man entered with her breakfaſt, and ſet- 
ting it down, without ſpeaking a word, 
inſtantly retired. 

The ſight of a woman was ſome con- 
ſolation to Maria, who, reſolving to gain 
their good-will by obedience, ſwallowed 
a morſel, and finding herſelf much re- 
freſhed, was left to her reflections till the 
evening, when the ſame old woman 

brought 
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brought a glimmering taper, and ſeating 


herſelf by the ſide of Maria, on the bed, 


aſked her what part of England ſhe came 
from. Amazed, and overjoyed, Maria 
ſeized her hand with tranſport.—“ Great 
« God!” ſhe cried, © have I found a 
« friend in this ſavage place, in whom I. 
can confide?“ —“ Vou may,“ return- 
ed the old woman; *© but I have now 

* ſtaid the time allotted me —we ſhall 
„ ſhall ſee each other to-morrow morn- 
ing: but if the keeper viſits you, be 
c ſure you ſeem cheerful in complying 
with any thing he defires ; it will gain 
« you more liberty, and you will forget 
«© your country, and be happy the re- 
% mainder of your life, and be removed 


& from hence, and admitted into our 


* holy ſiſterhood. Adieu: mind what 
„ have ſaid.“ 


Maria now diſcovered ſhe was intend- 
ed to be immured within the walls of a 


Convent, but could not imagine ſhe 


ſhould be able to learn in What part of 


Wo rance 
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France ſhe was ; however, it gave her 
ſome relief, to think ſhe ſhould. be Once 
more among women. 

The keeper now paid her a viſit, and 
informed her he had brought her ſome 
books, in which ſhe might be convinced 
of the great fin ſhe had committed in dif- 
fering from the 7rue religion, and follow- 
ing the deteſtable doctrines of hereſy. 

« Sir,” replied Maria,“ I have not 
"8 EEE the religion 1 was brought 
< up in.“ 

«© Alas! poor creature,” he cried, 
ce thou walſt nurſed in fin, and thoſe who 
<© jnſtructed you in it, are, long ago, 
5 ſunk into the abode of devils; 1 1 ſay, 
_ © apoſtate devils!“ 

At this enthuſiaſtic ſpeech Maria burſt 
into a flood of tears. 

© Aye, well may you weep,” he conti- 
nued. Shed tears of blood for the errors 
you have followed :—but here I have 
c brought you the lives of the ſaints ; 
read them, and try to recommend 
66 „ yourſelf 
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| & yourſelf to ſome holy ſaint, to turn 
« and cleanſe your heart; and if you 
cc faithfully renounce your errors, you 
« will ſoon be removed from this place; 
« jf not, prepare to follow thoſe wretches 
« from whom you ſprung.” '—S0 ſaying, 
he quitted 6 
« Great God of che Univerſe,” faid 
ſhe, Kneeling, “art thou not all in all? 
Where mall I fly for help but to thee ! ? 
« Do thou direct me, and ſupport 1 my 
*« ſinking ſpirits. Give me courage, O 
« God? to ſtand firm to the ſacred truths 
«« thou haſt revealed; nor let me be led 
e away by pretended miracles, wrought 
© by creatures who lived and died like 
© other'men, and who at the laſt dayof 
*« judgement muſt render an account of 
< their actions. F irmly will I cleave to 
© thee, nor ever offer up a petition to 
Hany elſe, for thou alone art able to 
ce reſcue me from the perſecutions of my 
© enemies.” 


Yor. Il, i a” 1 After 
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After this ſhort ejaculation ſhe was vi. 
ſited hy the old woman, who told her ſhe 
had been liltening, and overheard her 
| prayer, which, if it had been heard by 
any other, would have caſt her her life ; 
but as ſhe was her country-woman, ſhe 
| ſhould not notice it; only would recom- 
mend to her to ſhake off thoſe heretical 
notions, and receive the living body and 
blood of Chriſt, that was awaiting for 
ber on their altars—* and recommend 
e yourſelf to ſome ſaint that will protect 
you, and in time you will become one 
4 of us, and by your exemplary life, be- 
come fit for chat Heaves you have for- 
£ ſeite. m7 
Oh! no,” * replied Maria, I will 
© not forſake, nor deny that God who 
4 alone is able to deliver me: my body 
& you may deſtroy, but my ſoul will take 
4 its flight, far, far beyond your powers, 
4 and, by depriving me of a miſerable 
66 life in this world, give me an immor- 
* one in Heaven.“ — % Oh! Sancta 


Maria!“ 
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cc Maria] cried the old nun, © you are 


« certainly bereft of your ſenſes; it is 
ce well you are not heard by any other 
4e perſon : I will not mention your obſti- 
* nacy; but, for the ſake of Heaven ! 

£ hear the holy Father that will ſoon at- 
tend you; hear his arguments, and 
open your eyes to righteouſneſs, nor 
cc wilfully fink into perdition, when you 
have ſuch an opportunity of drinking 
« of the water of eternal life. Mind 


„ what I ſay to you, and willingly re- 
% nounce your errors—God turn your 


“heart. I dare not ſtay any longer, but 
£ whatever may be your ſentiments, at- 


«tend to the arguments of thoſe that 


« are ſent to you with patience.” 
Maria now was left to herſelf for the 
remainder of the day, and opened this 


voluminous book to divert her thoughts. 


She read ſeveral paſſages of the different 
liyes, often wondering that ſuch fabulous 
tories, half of them taken from heathen 
mythology, could be read and believed 

„ by 
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by a people chat called themſelves en- 
| lightened, while the Holy Scriptures were 
thrown aſide, as dangerous and uſeleſs. 
In this manner ſhe remained for three 
days, only receiving her ſmall allowance 
rom the gaoler, who ſcarcely ſpoke to 
ner; but as ſhe was generally reading 
when he entered, he ſeemed much plea- 
fed, and his countenance relaxed from | 
that ſeverity it generally wore. = -- 
At laſt ſhe was viſited by : a Monk, 
whoſe whole religion ſeemed to lay in 
eating and drinking. With his ric 
| Keeping of Lent he had increaſed him- 
ſelf from the ſize of a common man to 
that of Sir John Falſtaff; for his belly 
was ſeen about ten minutes, on his enter- 
ing the door, before the reſt of his body 
made its appearance. This man began 
to work the intended converſion by cur- 
ſing the whole bench of biſhops, by call- 
ing them raſcals! And, for fear he 
fhould not know his picture, I will give 
it in his own WOLdS,tt Well! how do 
£6 you | 
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you think you can be ſaved, if you 
don't embrace the religion of your an- 
« ceſtors? Inſtead of that, you follow 4 
„ pack of wretches that have got fat 
« livings, dn them !—— Tillotſon is 
« d—ned, and ſo will the reſt of them; 
for they can't do without their ribs.” 
This was the diſcourſe of this good 

prieſt, who thought by his eloquence to 
gain a convert; but ſtruck with horror at 

his impiety, it ſerved only to ſtrengthen 
the opinions ſhe had been brought up 
in, © that there could be no religion 
4 where bigotry and ſuperſtition prevail- 

« ed.” Maria, who was not ſkilled in 
_ controverſy, ſat quietly, without making 
any reply to his arguments; and he, 
taking her ſilence as acquieſcing in his 
opinion, was well pleaſed, telling her ſhe 
was a ſenſible woman; but as he was 
going for England he could not call 
again, but another gentleman ſhould, 
who would convince her of the abſurdity 
of her late religion, and confirm her in 
: „ 
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principles, which would eftabhiſh her 
everlaſting felicity ; ſo, taking his leave, 
left her in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
The bthaviour of her keeper grew 
much kinder, and in the courſe of a few 
days after the viſit of Father G>—, he 
began to enter into trifling conyerſations 
with her, but avoided giving ear to her 
complaints; and the moment ſhe ſpoke 
of the hardſhips ſhe had undergone, he 
would quit the cell without making her 
any anſwer. This laſted near two months, 
when Maria was viſited by a reve- 
xend pe belonging to the Monaſtery 
of — ; this good man was deſcended 
from a adds Engliſh family, who, after 
King William aſcended the throne, fol- 
lowed James to France, and ſettled 
there; and his father having a great num 
ber of children, ſeveral of the younger 
ſons had taken monaſtic vows, and enter- 
ed into different orders. This gentleman 
was turned of ſeventy; his faculties were 
ſtrong, learned, and though | in the order 
of. 


— 


LU :- 
| of prieſthood, deſpiſed its craft, and was 
lenſible, pious, and liberal, ever ready to 
aſſiſt the wretched, either Proteſtants or 


Cathiolics: though this heavenly diſ- 


poſition cauſed him to be looked upon 
with a jealous eye by ſome bigots, yet, 
by the more enlightened part, he was 
eſteemeck and revered. He viſited Maria, 
and dropping a diſcourſe which he faw 
vas unpleaſant, inquired after many fa- 


milies in England, who, he ſaid, he had 
ſome knowledge of.— Maria, who was 
unacquainted. with them, any more than 


by hearing their names, affured him ſhe 


was an entire ſtranger in the metropolis, ; 
and briefly related her hiſtory. At her 


mentioning Lancaſhire he ſtarted, and 


deſiring her to look at him, cried— 


Have you, Miſs Brooks, forgot the 
* old man you ſo generouſly reheved 


« when you was returning to White. 
„Hall? And ſhall I ſee you perſecuted 
{« and unjuſtly confined No: Heaven 


_ © forbid He then informed her, that 
L 4 the 
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the liberality of her preſent, with the 
noble manner ſhe gave it, made him 
curious to know who his benefactreſs 
was, and he followed her carriage till he 
met with a labourer, who refided in her 
village, who told him her name and cha- 
racter. I had travelled,” continued 
he, to London, where I had a law- ſuit 
c for a {mall ſum of money that had been 
s left me for a number of years before I 
I heard of it; but the heir at law was a 
rich, powerful man, and when the will 
came to be examined there was a flaw 
«init; and as 1 had expended all my 
% money in carrying on the ſuit, I was in 
cc great diſtreſs. | 

« At that time, for reaſons. of ſtate, 
cc there was a ſevere edict iſſued by the : 
Parliament againſt all Prieſts that were 
% not under the Ambaſlador's protec- 
«© tion ; and ſome perſon giving an in- 
formation againſt me, I was obliged to 
6 quit Londan in the courſe of an hour, 
* '* without one penny in my pocket. In 
a | e 


0 
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ce this manner J travelled the firſt day, 
6 without, ever breaking my faſt, be- 


ing afraid to write to my friends, and 


the people of a little alehouſe denying 


« me a lodging without money, I ſlept 
e under a hedge for that night, and ri- 
© ſing as ſoon as day appeared, much 


« weakened with fatigue and hunger, I 


left my uncomfortable bed, and crept 


e ſlowly along till I was overtaken by a 


* poor woman with three children, wo 
c had a wallet at her back crammed with 


_ « proviſions, and ſeeing me walk feebly, 


* aſked me how far I was travelling. I 
told her I had many miles to go, and 


< not a farthing to ſupport the calls of 
c nature with. © Good God !* ſhe cried, 


« ] thought there was not a perſon on 


cc earth ſo miſerable as myſelf; but you 
fall not die for hunger: for though I 
haye but very little, yet God ſent it me, 


« and I am ſure he will ſend me more, 


« fo we will breakfaſt together under 
« the firſt convenient tree We can find,” 
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« We ſoon came to a ſpot that pleaſed 
ce her, and, ſitting down, ſhe opened her 
4e wallet, and ſpread her coarſe, though 
ce clean proviſion, on a cloth that ſhe 
laid on the graſs; but perceiving me 
weak and faint, ſhe gave her eldeſt 
child, a boy about nine years old, two 
« pence, and bade him take a can, 
and go to a neighbouring alehouſe that 
« was not far diſtant, and fetch a pint of 
ale, which the good creature inſiſted 
upon my drinking. After this repaſt I 
“found myſelf much refreſhed. We 
*< proceeded on our journey, and finding 
* her much better bred than people of 
her appearance, I inquired the cauſe 
« of her being in that ſituation, upon 
Which ſhe gave me the 1 hiſ- 
ce tory : 
* My eber ſaid the, « was a far- 
* mer in the town of C , in Lanca- 
* ſhire, and by his ;nduſtry ab careful- 


© nefs brought up a family, which con- 


«« liſted of my fiſter * myſelf, rather 
1 5 | 6 above 
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above the common farmers daughters; 
«as 1 was his pet, he ſaid, he could 
© ſpare five hundred pounds, which he 
* would give me if I married to his li- 
king. The report of my fortune 
ce brought me many ſweethearts from 
<« amongſt the neighbouring farmers ; 
but I refuſed them all, for my heart 
© was in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Wallford, 
ce the gentleman of our Squire, whoſe 
company was coveted by all the girls 
ec in the town, and whoſe fine appearance 
ce dazzled all our eyes. I was then in 
et my eighteenth year, and what our 
& towynsfolk called a pretty girl, and my 
father, who longed to ſee me ſettled in 
te the world, often perſuaded me to mar- 
« ry young Mr. Bumkin, the ſon of a 
« very rich farmer, who was very fond 
« of me; but I was blind to the good 
« counſel he gave, and ſobbing, decla- 
« red I would have Mr. Wallford : he, 
c poor ſoul, was much againſt this; but 
my lover perſuaded me to pretend 1 
T L 6 as 
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ce was ſick, and keep my room. This 
J did, and my dear father was ſo terri- 
** fied at the thoughts of loſing me, that 
© he gave his conſent to our wedding, 
* which was celebrated almoſt directly. 
Iwo rooms were prepared for us in 
-. << ans tather's houſe, and we lived very 
« happy. | 

<« Atlaſtmy huſband N ſome 
fault, which his maſter diſcharged him 
« for; and as he ſaid he had very good 
« relations in London, he deſired my 
« father to pay him my little fortune, 
and he would go there and ſet me up 
in ſome way of buſineſs; and as he 
* ſhould be amongſt his friends, he 
* ſhould ſoon get a place again, and our 
five hundred pounds would increaſe to 
« a thouſand before the year was out. 
« My father inſtantly paid the money, 
6 but was very loth to part with me, ſay- 
ing, he was ſure he ſhould: never ſee 
© me again, and begged my huſband to 
« leave me behind till I was brought to 
. | „ « bed, 
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ce bed, as I was then very big with 
my eldeſt child; but no perſua- 


ce ſions could prevail; he ſaid he would 


not be ſo long ſeparated from me for 


&« all the world, and ordered me to get 
my things in readineſs to ſet off by the 
« ſtage the next morning. My father 
cc went with us ſeveral miles, and, 1 be- 


„ lieve, would have gone the whole 
„way; but as my mother was ill, he 
« was obliged to go home again: he 
& called to the coachman ſeveral times 
6 to ſtop; and then, unwilling to leave 
eme, ſaid he would go a mile farther, 


and ſo continued with us till we had 


«© got the firſt ſtage, where, with tears 
« running. down his aged cheeks, he 
took his laſt farewel. God bleſs you! 


« my dear Patty, faid he, © be a good 
“e girl, I ſhall never fee you more.— I 
© was ready to ſink to the earth, but my 


* huſband forced me away, helping me 


into the ſtage, that was ready to drive 


off, telling my father, if buſineſs, an- 
« ſwered, 
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1 fwered, we wood come down and ſee 


& him.—* I looked ont of the coach, and 


„ faw him ſtanding, and earneſtly look- 


sing after us, till we were nearly out of 


te fight; when ſeeing me he waved his 


© hat, and putting his handkerchief to 


* his eyes, went into the houſe; I was 
5 almoſt dead with grief, when an old 
«lady who fat oppoſite to me gave me 


te ſome drops, which greatly relieved 
me, and prevented my fainting, which 


J had like to have done ſeveral times. 
« With a heavy heart I reached Lon- 
4 don ; and as we were unprovided with 


sa lodging, my huſband took me to a 


6 fiſter of his, where we were to ſtay for 
« few days. This woman was a laun- 
1 dxeſs, and waſhed for ſeveral families 
44 of diſtinction. Her houſe was an of- 
« fice of news; and as ſhe let lodgings 
© to ſervants out of place, both men and 
« women, every tranſaction of their paſt 


and preſent miſtreſſes was canvaſſed 


dey there. Often have 1 ſat and heard 
3 0 what 
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« what ſchemes were laid to cheat the 
ce indigent out of the charity that their 

* goodneſs had beſtowed, and unac- 
% quainted with their wickedneſs they 
«ſent by their hands, which they took 
* care to pocket, and return ſome made- 

© up anſwer, laughing and diverting 

ee themſelves with the cheats they prac- 
e tiſed upon thoſe whoſe bread they eat. 
« As my huſband was well known a- 

„ mongſt theſe ſort of gentry, he ſoon 
« got a place with Lord L——, and 
« lived there till I was brought to bed; 
« but being too fond of apeing the man- 
« ners of his maſter, he was diſcharged : 
«. as ſoon as I was well enough, we took a 
« little ſhop at the weſt end of the town, 
and fet up in the haberdaſhery buſi- 
« neſs; as he had a great number of 
te acquaintance we did pretty well, and 
<« at the year's end had added another 
«© hundred to my little fortune. I wrote 
« word of our increaſing circumſtances 

771 a | Kt 
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ec. to my father, who never failed anſwer- 
< ing our laren. and _ us * 
© ſents. 

«« Juſt at the binh of; my ſecond child, 
hs the Squire, my huſband's late maſter 
died, and as he had no children, his 

C eſtate went to the heir at law, who was 
e a proud overbearing man, and a great 
9 hunter; and as my father held his 
6 farm under him, would turn the fox 
* looſe upon his grounds, and in hunt- 
e ing. it quite deſtroy the riſing crop: 
« this greatly provoked my father, who 
6 ſeyeral times told the ſteward of it, but | 
“could get no manner of recompence; 
„ ſo one day meeting the Squire, he 

40 aſked him if he expected his rent at 
4 the year's end, and being anſwered 
« he did, ſaid, it would not be in his 
power to pay him if he deſtroyed his 
« crops in the manner he had done. 
be Squire was angry at my father's 
66 ſpeaking, called him ſome names, 
=o cy he reſenting, he ſet his dog at 
cc my 
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4. my father, who dig to have a 
„ ſtick in his hand, with a ſtroke acroſs 
« the head killed the animal, and enra- 
« oed.at the Squire, who had ſtruck 
6 lay he beat him ſoundly and left 


him, declaring he would ſhoot all the 
0 dogs he had, if he brought them kan 


« his ground. 

ce This quarrel was ſeen by * la- 
„ bourers who were employed by the 
e great man, and they, for a few gui- 
© neas, ſwore be ſtruck him firſt. My 


% poor father was ſerved with an action, 
* and gold prevailing over conſcience, 


e they ſwore falſely againſt him, and he 
«© was caſt, and obliged to pay great da- 
10 mages, which, with the expence of 


« the law ſuit, was more than he was 


© worth, ſo his attorney. arreſted him, 
ec and he died in a gaol, of a. broken 
ee heart. 

«© was a ſtranger to all hex ed 
© ings till he was dead and buried, or L 
© would have fold every thing [ had in 
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« the world to have relieved him; but 
my ſiſter, who was married to a repu- 
te table farmer in the neighbourhoed of 
4 Ct, never let me know any thing, 
s. about it till it was all over. We kept 

*in buſineſs for four years, and I had, 
„four children; when my huſpand took 
* it into his head to go into a much lar- 

« per way, and a ſhop being vacant in 
ec St. James's. ſtreet, it coſt us all we 
ee were worth for good-will and fixtures, 
« and at the year's end we were little or 
nothing in pocket, for we were obliged 
to keep a ſhop-woman and a ſervant, 
„with a porter to carry home goods, ſo 

« that all our profit was ran away with 

« by ſervants. 12 | 

Here my huſband became acquaint- 
« ed with ſome waiters, who belonged to 
« notorious gaming-houſes in that ſtreet; 
and as they follow the example of the 
great, they belong to clubs of a lower 

« claſs : to theſe he was introduced, and 
« ſoon initiated into their ſecrets, and 
& from. 
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* from a regular man, never abſent from 
6 his family, I ſeldom ſaw him at home 
« till two or three o'clock in the morn- 
ing; and on my complaining, he uſed 
to ſay, that buſineſs required it, and 
he ſpent his . — his cuf- 
« tomers. 
I was. l to be fatisfied with 
« this anſwer, but was very diſcontent in 
« tay own mind. One day as I was at 
& work in my little parlour behind the 
© ſhop, two ill-looking fellows entered, 
and inquiring if the perfon that kept 
e the houſe's name was Wallford, came 
directly into the parlour, and began to 
te take an inventory of the things. Al- 
& moſt ſtupified 1 inquired what they 
ce wanted, when one of them informed 
e me he had an execution againſt our 
66 property for five hundred pounds that 
c was owing to our lace merchant. I then 
&« diſcovered that my huſband, who had 
e received the money from me, had ta- 
4 ken 1 tt to. A. gaming - table, and there loſt 
| c« 1 
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ies m ho u u e dh known, 
£ than all our creditors brought in their 
accounts; and I, who knew not that 
we owed one ſhilling more than we 
* could eaſily pay, found the different 
*« debts amounted to near two thouſand. 
« pounds; and the creditors meeting, 
“ iſſued a ſtatute of bankruptcy, and 
our goods and ſtock were. fold by pub- 
& lic auction, leaving us little more than 
the cloaths upon our backs. In this 
& ſituation we removed to a ſmall ready- 
ce furniſhed room, in a wretched houſe, 
c up a miſerable alley, and it was with 
ce great difficulty we got there, for as 
46 we had four children, every place 

where we: went. after lodgings, they 
6 objected to let them on account of our 
„% family. | * 
„ My huſband, 15 a his error 
& when it was too late, was ſo affected 
s vith our fituation, that he fell fick and 
kept his bed for near two months, 
ce and our few cloaths being parted with; 
hs 6. We 


n 
ce we were nearly reduced to a morſel 
£ of bread, when his ſiſter the laundreſs, 
*in whoſe neighbourhood we lived, 


« brought a letter which had been left 
c at her houſe by a ſtrange gentleman ; 


e jt was directed to me, and encloſed 
% a ten pound bank note, but who it 


& came from we were never able to tell, 
„ as there was not a word wrote in the 
* inſide that could lead to a diſcovery : 

6 this cheered our drooping ſpirits, and 
«© got my Huſband's cloaths, which 
e neceſlity had obliged us to part with, 


e and paying the few debts we had con- 


e tracted, I begged him to try and get 
%% place, and I would endeavour to 
<c help to ſupport our children; and 


£ and deſired her to inquire among 
ce the ladies | maids that came to her 
«© houſe, and recommend me | ſome 
£6 needle-work'; this ſne promiſed to do, 
é and in the courſe of a week, I had 
4 ſewers 3 that brought me in a 

7350 +220 rifle 
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« trifle towards maintaining us; but my 
< huſband was unſucceſsful in his appli- 
<c cations of getting a place; however, 
my induſtry ſupplied our wants, and 
c we kept the wolf from the door neat 
£5 twelve tnonths 9 when 5 all of a ſudden, 


the countenance of my huſband grew 


% gloomy and dejected, and he fre- 
6 queatly ſtaid out for two or three 
c days at a time, and on his return home 


he would retire ſullenly to bed, nor 


* could all my entreaties draw him to 


cc explain the cauſe of his ſorrow 3 but 


- -- 


one day returning from carrying home 
„ ſome work, I. found all my children 


<< ſitting at the ſtreet-door, and chiding 
them for it, the eldeſt told me their 
45 father had come home and turned them 
<< out. of the room; alarmed at this, I 
« went up {tairs, and knocking ſeveral 
** times received no anſwer, when the 
© man of the houſe thinking ſomething 
« was the matter, came up and burſt it 
90 W to relate, I ſaw my 

e huſband 


[ 39 1 
c huſband hanging; overcome with hor- 
« ror, I fell ſenſeleſs on the floor, and 
6 for four days in a ſtate little ſhort of 


% madneſs; when the cries and entrea- 


e ties of my children brought me to rea- 

4 fon, and I wiſhed to live for their fakes. 
% When I was informed the coroner's in- 
cc queſt had ſat upon my huſband's body, 
« and brought in their verdict tunacy ; 
ec this gave me ſome little eaſe, for the 


«© thoughts of his being buried in a croſs- : 


& road, fixed a dagger in my heart 
46 that all my reaſon could not remove; 
« for though he had been guilty of 
errors, he was my haſband, and 1 ten- 
« derly loved im. 3 
then wrote to my mother, who 
ce was {till living with the fiſter I have 
«* before-mentioned, and ſhe ſeht me 
all that lay in her power, five guineas, 


this, with ſome preſents I had made 
© me, buried him decently ; and weak 


« as I was, I fet to work again, and 
of had more employment than ever, with 
"oF © which 
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« which I ſupported my children pretty 


ce decently. I often uſed to wonder 
c what could be the cauſe of my huſ- 
646 band's commuting ſuch a raſh action 5 


ce when. one day looking over - ſome 


« papers, I found a little bundle direct- 


cc ed to me, and opening, I ſaw it was 
cc my huſband's hand-writing, but as 1 


< have preſarved them, you ſhall read 
cc them yourſelf, ſo taking them out of 
c her pocket, ,ſhe gave them to me. 
I have wrote the contents down, 
<« and as they are rather fi ingular, —”—_ 
<6 ſhall read them.) 

| Sofaying, Facher Reeves took them from 
his pocket, and putting them in her hand, 


ſaid with a ſmile, that nothing ſhould be 
wanting on his part to free her from 


the pulon, and deſiring her to be cautions 
of mentioning their former acquaintance 
to the old nun, Eromuled to viſit her carly 
the next day. 


He had not 3 gone 3 when. the 


old nun waited upon Maria, and wich a 
pleaſant countenance bad, the was glad 
to 


if 


1 4 „ 
to hear of her reformation, which Father 
Reeves had declared to them he had 
gained; telling her the nuns of St. 
N——3$ had ſent her a crucifix, and 
ſhe was come to conduct her to a better 
apartment, which Father Reeves had 
deſired the keeper of the priſon to pro- 
vide for her. She was now led to a 
ſmall room, in which was a decent bed 
and a fire, and two candles burning; 
they were hardly ſeated when the keeper, 
with the obſequiouſneſs of a ſervant, 
waited upon them with tea ; after he had 
withdrawn, the old woman informed 
Maria, that ſhe belonged to the convent 
of Ns, and that the gentleman who 
was the occaſion of her confinement, had 
fold his eſtate in England and retired 
into France, had abjured his religion, 
had purchaſed an eſtate, and lived in the 
neighbourhood with his family. Ama- 
zed at this piece of news, Maria could 
not help expreſſing her ſurpriſe. * Aye,” 
cried the old woman, “ he is very „ 
Ve l,  M: + - © anxious 


F } 

ce anxious for your converſion ; and as 
« he ſays you have a large fortune, 
* what an opportunity have you of ren- 
« dering your name immortal, and re- 
_ © tiring. willingly to our convent, where 
- 3% FOUTF fortune will ſoon gain you a 
** ſuperior reſpect amongſt the filters ; 
&« and if you leave it to the convent after 
« you death, you will be enrolled in 
c the calendar of ſaints ; ; and Father 
«© Reeves has told us, that he has no 
6 doubt but he ſhall fully convince you 
of the neceſſity of it. As for me,” 
ſhe continued, © I got permiſſion to 
e viſit you; but this 1 tell you, whether 
«© you will heartily embrace the true 
< religion or no, you will never regain 
your liberty again. 

Maria now found that the good Father 
had employed his intereſt to gain her 
a more comfortable ſituation, and had 
| reported that fhe was willing to renounce 
her religion ; this cauſed a viſit from the 
| | V old 
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old nun, who had orders to ſleep with, 
and ſtay with her as a companion. 
They paſſed three days very agreeably 
together, and Maria not contradicting 
any of her arguments, nor aſking her 
any quellions about the place ſhe was 
confined in, Margarita, for that was her 
name, was quite elated with joy, and 
told a long ſtory of the many miracles _ 
that had been performed by the nuns of 
their convent, many of whom, ſhe aid, 
had been inſpired. On the evening of 
the fourth day they were viſited by Father 
Reeves, his countenance was much de- 
| jected, and after ſome trifling conver- 
ſation, the nun left them, when he pro- 
ceeded to inform Maria that all he could 
obtain was, permiſſion for her to walk 
in the garden, begging her not to ſhew | 
the leaſt regret at any orders of the 
gaoler, and by all means, ſtrive to im- 
prove the good opinion of the nun, who 
would ſoon be recalled to the convent, - 
As Greaves had altered his mind, and 
M 2 ſhe 


"EL I | 
ſhe was to be confined in the caſtle 
during her life. Maria ſhed tears at this 
information, and - thanking the good 
Father for his kind advice, aſſured him 
ſhe would follow it. Father Reeves ad- 
viſed her to be-cheerful before her com- 

panion; and the old woman coming, 
attended by the gaoler, a ſtop was put 
to any farther converſation, and ſhe re- 
turned him the copies of Mrs. Wallford's 
papers, which were as follows: - 


M dear wife, be not unhappy at 
„ the death of ſuch a wretch as I am; I 
« am not fit to live. Full of fins, —ſins 
* that can never be forgiven—I have 
« forfeited Heaven.—The hour of my 
4 birth was curſed, and J have no hope 
4 Jeft,—T have conſtantly attended Mr. 
.« W——'s chapel, but the more I in- 
.« quired into the ſtate of my ſoul, the 
«6 more I am convinced, that J cannot 
© inherit eternal life. O! what would I 
40 Sive for a 3 to grace.—In vain have 

I yalked 
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4 J walked; m the park night after night, 
« and prayed without ceaſing.—No re- 
e miſſion for me—I am doomed to 
cc eternal miſery.—God will protect you, 
«© my dear, and our children. Go to Mr. 
«© W—'s chapel, for there you will hear 
ee the word of God pure and unadultera- 
ted. God bleſs you,-We ſhall never 

<« ſee each other more here nor here- 
« after.” 5 N 


There were ſeveral others, but as they 
were repetitions of the ſame ſubject, we 
will omit them, and return to the hiſ- 
tory of Mrs. Wallford : —“ The poor 
„ woman,” continued Father Reeves, 
informed me, that by the dint of in- 
ce Nuſtry, ſhe provided for ther children, 
ce and kept them to ſchool for near two 
«© years, when one day ſhe had ſent her 
c eldeſt boy home with ſome laced 
6 ruffles, as he was going through 
<« a ſtreet à villain puſhed the child 
„down, and ſnatching the band - box 


| M 3 | from 
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« from him, ran away with it: I was 
c almoſt diſtracted, faid the poor crea- 
e ture, at this loſs, which the lady whom 

they belonged to then valued at ten 
25 pounds, and as I was unable to pay 
« it, arreſted me and ſent me to priſon, 
2 © where I remained near twelve months 
in miſery not to be deſcribed, and 
« which 1 could never have endured, had 
I not been a mother. We were chief. 
«ly ſupported by the poor- box, and 
« ] worked plain- work for ſome priſo- 
ners who could afford to put it out; 


„ day I was ſurpriſed by one 5 


« of the door-keepers, who brought me 
« 2 letter, and told me a gentleman had 
c called and paid the debt and coſts, 
« and 1 was at liberty to go where I 
e pleaſed. I thought, ſaid ſhe, the man 
& was Joking, till looking at the direc- 
e tion, I found it the ſame hand-wri- 
« ting of the perſon that had ſo chari- 
ee tably and nobly relieved me before; 
£ * 1 tore it open, and found another ten 

| Fe. 2 
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& pound bank- note, with this humane 
W Ane generous line, God blefs you, 
* and deliver you from your troubles 
“e put this trifle to the beſt uſe yon can. 

« This unexpected turn of fortune al- 
© moſt deprived me of my ſenſes; I ran 
„from one end of the room to the 
60 other, laughed, cried, and kiſſed my 
children, without knowing what I did, 
ce til] the man put me into a chair, and 
ce there held me till I became more 
* compoſed. . I now left my children to 
« the care of a poor widow, who was 
« my fellow priſoner, and went imme 
. 6 diately to procure a lodging, as inten- 
* ded to get work as J formerly had done. 

© ] took a ſmall back-room in the houſe 
„ had lodged in before: I had been 

„c there near three months, and had got 
ce ſome part of my buſineſs again, when 

c two of my elder children ſickened of 
6e the ſmall-pox, and in the courſe of - 
: ce the week following, the two youngeſt 
60 fell ill of the ſame diſorder; - the grief 55 

M 4 for- 


} 
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My for what they ſuffered made me unable 
to attend to my work; and I was 
« obliged to have a murſe to help me, 
de which ran away with all the little re. 
% mains of the ten pounds which I had 
« ſaved after I had cloathed them. At 
« Jaſt God took the youngeſt, and the 
« other three got better; but I was ſo 
te weakened with watching them by night, 
« and working all day, that I fell ill of 
« a fever, and was confined to my room 
& for three weeks, during which time 

« we had hardly any bread to eat. 
„„When I was juſt able to walk I re- 
4 ceived a letter from my ſiſter, informing 
me of the death of an aunt who had left 
me a ſmall cottage and all the furni- 
< ture, with twenty pounds in money. 


« This cheered my ſpirits, and I ſhewed ” 


ec the contents to the woman in whoſe 


| 3 houſe I lodged ; ſhe being aſſured of 


ce the truth, lent me two guineas to carry 
* me home: and as my litrte cot is 
6 ſitdated in. che midſt of a village, I 
hy mean 


T9} 


& mean to furniſh a ſmall ſhop in the 
e haberdaſhery line; as my dear father 


dc was well reſpected, I have not the 


cc leaſt doubt of doing well.” Here Mrs. 
Wallford ended her ſtory, only ad- 
ding, as her flender finances would 
e not pay her and the children's carriage 
% down into Lancaſhire, ſhe meant to 


6c walk.” 


« vas much affected,“ continued 
Father Reeves, ** with the ſtory of this 
„ poor woman, who told it with a ſhower 

of tears; and as the two youngeſt 

„„ children began to grow tired, I helped 
M8 her to carry them. In this manner. 
c we travelled for ſeveral days, and as 


I told her my ſtory without diſguiſe, ſhe 


6e inſiſted I ſhould ſhare of her proviſion, 


cc and generouſly paid for my lodging : 


we were near a fortnight before we 


* arrived at the village, where we were 
« heartily welcomed by ſome of her 
relations; and ſhe inſiſted upon my 
&« ſtaying with her three days, and tell- 


. 


1 
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gy ing them as much of my ſtory as ſhe 
thought proper, her friends collected 
« a couple of guineas for me to aſſiſt 
© me in getting home; ſo taking leave 
of Mrs, Wallford, and the reſt of my 
« friends, I left C o, and continued 
my journey. To avoid being no- 
a ticed, as (bills were ſtuck up in every 
“part of the kingdom, offering rewards 
for the apprehenſion of prieſts) I ſlept 
« in barns. One night I came to a 
| «© ſmall alehouſe that ſtood by the ſide 
*« of a common, and inquiring if there 
« was any farmzhouſe near, was anſwer- 
« ed there was not one within two miles 
« of that place. Being much fatigued, 
« ] thought there could not be any dan- 
« ger of reſting myſelf in ſuch a miſe- 
s rable hut as that was, ſo I took up my 
* abode there for that night in a wretch- 
« ed room, in which there were two 
beds; I flept ſoundly, and did not 
- wake till late in the morning, when 
of putting on my cloaths, 1 found every 
10 farthing 
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4 farthing of my money gone; almoſt 


ce dead with grief, I called up the land- 


5e lord of the houſe, and with tears in 


c my.eyes, told him 1 had been rob- 


© bed; What had you to loſe ? cried he, 


burſting into a loud laugh, © I told him 


© whoever had taken my money had 
C not left me ſufficient to pay for my 
lodging; Lou lie, replied the inhu- 
© man brute, you have patched up this 


« ſtory on purpoſe to cheat me out of 2 


ce night's lodging ;* fo laying hold of 


* 


© my arm, he puſhed me out of the 


room, and threatened to call ſome of 
his friends that ſhould half murder me, 


A. 


4 


if 1 did not go about my buſineſs, 
„ ſaying, it was enough to defraud - 


* him, without ſcandalizing his houſe. 


Though I plainly ſaw that this rogue 
of a hoſt was in confederacy with the 
«© villains that robbed me, and in all 


probability had aſſiſted them, yet : 


* had it not in my power to ſeek any 


« redreſs, ſo I walked away with a heavy 


1 -” 
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1 1 and travelled ſome miles with- 
„ out breaking my faſt. But that God 
ho provides for the meaneſt inſect, 
&* will not forſake his own image; for 
< being wearied out I ſat down upon a 
« bank, and looking before me ſaw 
-M ſomething glitter in the ſun, and 
and going haſtily to the ſpot, found it 
to be half. a- crown: had the wealth 
« of the Indies have lain before me, I 
« could not have felt greater joy than 
a being in the poſſeſſion of this» trifle; 
it re- animated my ſinking ſpirits, and 
I ſet forward on my journey, wiſhing 

4e to get to a houſe in which I might 
& oet a little refreſhment. This ſom 
& bore my expences near a week, and 
it was reduced to my laſt two-pence 
«© when you, Madam, alighted at the 
«inn, I ſaw ſo much goodneſs in your 
© countenance, that I was emboldened 


4 to ſolicit your benevolence, and the 


noble manner of your giving me the 
ten pounds, aſtoniſhed me to ſuch a 
do degree, 


1 $58 J 
ce degree, that for the moment, it de- 
c prived me of the power to return 


ce thanks; and your ſudden departure 


* made me. curious to know who was 
© my benefactreſs.— I followed your car- 
cc riage, as I have before related. The 
c preſent you had given me enabled 


me to return to my country without 
4 farther difficulty; where I have at 


different times offered up prayers vor 
* Nen welfare.“ 
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HE garden, which was nothing 
more than a large plat of graſs, 
laid at the back of the caſtle, Was 
incloſed by a high ſtone wall, and en- 
tirely ſurrounded by a wide moat; on 
the left ſtood a chain of high mountains, 
whoſe tops were inhabitants of the 
clouds; and ſeveral miſerable huts 

formed a ſmall village in the green 
vale at the bottom. In this plat ſhe 
was permitted to walk about two hours 

in the morning, but there being no trees 
to ſhelter her from the rays of the ſun, 
which, as the ſpring was far advanced, 
was beginning to be extremely power- 
ful, ſhe therefore, ſolicited Father 


Reeves to gain lter the permiſſion of 


walking in the cool of the evening, which 
1 he 


4: $8 3 
he got eaſily granted ; and as none of the 
other priſoners were permitted to walk 
when ſhe did, the nun and the gaoler 
often accompanied her, ES 
About the middle of ſummer the old 
nun was recalled back to her convent ; 
all Maria's ſorrows affailed her at this 
parting; and though Margarita's feelings 
were never diſturbed but when ſhe con- 
ſidered that it was impoſſible to extir- | 
pate the whole race of Heretics, yet the 
diftreſs of Maria touched her flinty heart, 
and the unwilling tear forced its way 
down her furrowed cheeks, and kiſſing 
Maria, ſhe aſſured her, that if it was 
poſſible to gain permiſhon, ſhe would 
{ce her again. The night was ſpent in 
tears by Maria, ten thouſand gloomy 
ideas filled her mind, and ſhe gave way 
to the moſt poignant anguiſh till the 
break of day, when the beams of the ſun 
darted faint rays through the iron bars 
that grated the window, which was a 
hole about a yard ſquare each way, and 
the 


- 


„„ 
the top of it even with the cieling; weary 
with laying ſne roſe up in ber bed, 
and looking round her ſaw the fol- 
lowing inſcription on the white wall at 


dhe head of the bed: © Never deſpair, 


Oh mortal, whoever you are that in- 
c herit this diſmal cell, be not diſmayed, 
« but put truſt in the great Director 
cc and Creator of worlds. 1 know I ſhall 
ce be murdered this night, yet I will not 
ce give way to deſpair, being well 
te affured, that I ſhall inherit eternal lite, 
«and in giving me death, they give 
© me victory Claudio de —.“ 1 5 
This ſeemed to have been ſcratched 
upon the wall with a ſkewer; it was 
wrote uneven, and almoſt hid behind 
one of the bed-poſts, which were nearly 
as thick as pillars. | 
Though Maria ſhuddered at the 
thoughts of being in the hands of mur- 
derers, yet this inſcription ſeemed to be 
wrote with a firmneſs of mind equal to 
5 mat 


that of Socrates, and brought freſh to her 
mind the advice of Mr, Hillyard, which 
no ſeemed prophetic of the misfortunes 
that had ſince befel her; ſhe lay down, 
and reſting her head upon the pillow, 
muſing upon the inſcription, till nature 
overcome with wearineſs, ſhe fell into a 
gents ſlumber. 
When the mind that is burthened with 
| ſorrow, is abſorbed in the firſt ſtate of 
death, the ſoul ſtruggles with the groſſer 
particles and keeps memory awake; and 
the body loſt to pains it ſuffers, has * 
faint recollection of what paſſes in the 
breaſt, and the confuſed ideas of the 
brain ſtill keeping its worldly track, im- 
perfect viſionary beings . them- 
ſelves. 
Ss it was with Maria, 1 troubled 
fancy repreſented to her the unfortunate 
Claudio, whoſe inſcription ſne had lately 
read; be was covered with wounds, and 
the crimſon gore had dyed the white 
ſkirt he leemed to wear; he led her 
Brough 
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through all the dungeons of the caſtle, 
till they came to the garden, where the 
river divided, and they walking over, in 
a few moments was in a large plain ſur- 
rounded by numbers of people, who. 
had each long ſcrolls of paper in their 
hands, and ſeemed very anxious to get 
admittance into a ſpacious temple that 
ſtood in the middle of it; but upon telling 
their tale to the officers that attended 
the door, numbers were puſhed back ; 
at laſt they arrived at the temple, and 
Claudio giving Maria a ſcroll, ſhe, by 
by his direction, preſented it to the 
keeper, who on peruſing it, immediately 
admitted chem; they now entered a large 
marble hall, where many were waiting 
| to gain an audience of the Goddeſs, at 
laſt it came to their turn, and the doors 
flew open, and they entered: in the mid- 
dle was a flight of ſteps that led up to 
a throne in which the Goddeſs was 
ſeated, ſupported by Liberty on her 
richt ide, and TIENtY « on her left, In- 
| nocence 
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nocence and Truth ſupported the balance 
in the front, whilſt Religion and Mercy 
were her conſtant attendants; ſix angelic 
forms that repreſented virgins, ſtood ar- 


ranged on each fide ; in her hand ſhe held 
a map of the habitable world, which 


was made of ſtones of ineſtimable value, 
and reflected rays equal to thoſe of the 


ſun; the walls of the temple, which ſeem- 
ed to the outſide beholders to be ſolid 
marble, appeared quite tranſparent, ſo 
that Juſtice from her throne could: be- 
hold whatever was done by the buſy 


crowd that were on the outſide; though 
tranſgreſſing mortals thought they were 


ſecure from her all-piercing eyes. 

| Maria was led to the foot of the throne 
by one of the attendants, and offering 
| her petition, the Goddeſs received it, 
and looking over it waved her ſceptre, 
when loud claps of thunder inſtantly 


ſhook the temple, and a thick wood - 


: roſe in the place, in which ſhe fancied 
ſhe was benighted, and could not find 


her 
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her way out of it, and was wandering in 
great diſtreſs, 

When ſhe was PG ALAN by the 
keeper, who called to let her know Father 
Reeves was waiting to breakfaſt with 
her. She roſe immediately, much wea- 
ried with the fatigue her mind had under- 

gone, and putting on her cloaths, Father 
Reeves entered accompanied bythegaoler 

who, after paying ſome compliments to 
Maria, left them. After ſome prelimi- 
| nary diſcourſe, the good prieſt informed 
her, that it was only the want of money 
that kept him from delivering her from 
her unjuſt confinement; but as he had 
very little, and not the means of raiſing 
any, he was at a loſs how to act. 
Maria now propoſed his leaving the 
| monaſtry ſecretly, and going to England, 
where he would find her friends ready 
to aſſiſt him with any ſum he wanted; 
but Father Reeves aſſured her, that 
though her friends knew the place f 


her confinement, they would never be 
able 
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able to deliver her, but the affair would 
terminate in a manner that was too often 
practiſed in thoſe places, death; as for 
„ me,“ he continued, I muſt take my 
<« everlaſting farewell of this country, 
and truſt to Providence in ſome other, 
© for the ſuſpicion will juſtly fall on 
« me, and to avoid their cruelty, I muſt 
* abdicate it for ever; all which I 
cc would do with pleaſure, could I but 
« find the means of releaſing you.” 
Maria thanked him with tears of grati- 
tude, and untwiſting her hair took her 
ring, which ſhe preſented to Father 
Reeves, telling him ſhe made not the 
| leaſt doubt but he could raiſe a ſufficient 
ſum. He then informed her, that in a 
valley about a mile diſtant from them, 
was a large lake, on the borders of 
which were ſeveral huts inhabited by 
poor fiſhermen, who ſerved the monks of 
their monaſtry with fiſh ; invited by their 
rural fituation, he often viſited their 
huts, and one day found one of the 
> poor 
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families in tears, which at his appearance 
they ſtrove to reſtrain, but after many 

aſſurances of his friendſhip and ſecrecy, 
they related to him as follows : 

The poor fiſherman had a brother 
ce that lived valet with a nobleman of 
6 diſtinction, who had obtained the 
6c king's permiſhon to viſit England, 
and at his return ſpoke too freely con- 
& cerning ſome affairs of ſtate, and too 
&« frequently expreſſed his approbation 
& of the Engliſh conſtitution; and as a 
4 reigning deſpot 1s ever terrified at ſha- 
& dows, well knowing the fancied lau- 
6e rels of ſervile flattery are only outward 
appearance of a ſet of miſerable cater- 
„ pillars, who are bought over to praiſe 
cc oppreſſion and juſtify wickedneſs, 
ce becauſe greatneſs dazzles their eyes, 
* and the idea of royalty corrupts their 
ce underſtanding.—But to return to my 
&« ſtory,” ſaid Father Reeves, © this 
ce nobleman was offended at a kept 
« © miſtreſs of the king' $ gs, or rather 

| * deftroy- 
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“ deſtroying a great nation, and not 
paying her that deference that the 
£ princes of the blood were obliged to, 


*© he was, by her machinations, accuſed 


« of holding a _ correſpondence with 


* ſome Engliſh noblemen, and one 
#© night torn from his family, and car- 


« ried to the Baſtile, from whence he 
ce never returned. As this unfortunate 


ce gentleman knew his life would be 
& ſacrificed to ſatiate the pride and re- 
ce venge of an infamous woman, he re- 


&« ſolved to make his eſcape from the 


* officers of the Police, and drawing his 
& ſword, aſſiſted by his truſty valet, he 
& fought for ſome moments, and wounded 5 
66 ſeveral, till overpowered by numbers, 


cc the maſter was carried to the Baſtile, and 
6e his ſervant to this caſtle, where it was 


« ſuppoſed he was murdered, as upon 
inquiry, his friends were informed he 


* died ſuddenly ; and in remembrance 
5 of his misfortunes, they kept the day 


that 
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ee that he was ſent to the caſtle in tears 
ce and lamentations, offering up prayers 
for the 1 of his ſoul. Three 
cc days ago,” continued Father Reeves, 
66 viſited theſe poor people, and found 
© them, according to their annual cuſ- 
te tom, pouring forth their ſupplications 
cc and tears, and drew from them, as 
cc before related, the cauſe of their grief, 
c and knowing the honeſty of the man, 


ec jn return related your hiſtory, which 


e called forth their tears afreſh ; ſeeing 
ee how much they were affected by your 
&« ſufferings, I ventured to ſound them 
cc concerning your deliverance, to which 
« the man - readily agreed, provided 
eit could be done without any aſſiſ- 
« tance but him and myſelf: to this. 
“ reaſonable requeſt 1 inſtantly con- 


v ſented, and promiſed to give him a 


© handſome preſent for his willingneſs 
«e and fecrecy. I wrote to ſeveral 
« friends I have in Paris for the loan 
46 of an hundred louis d'ors, a ſum 
ET mg which 
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« which I flattered myſelf I could eaſily | 


< raiſe, but was too ſanguine in my 
expectations, for one wondered what 


&« | could want ſuch a ſum of money 


« for, nevertheleſs, he would willingly 
cc oblige me, but really had it not in 
© his power; another had juſt made a 


large payment; and, in ſhort,” con- 


tinued Father Reeves, every one of 
them found out ſome excuſe to avoid 
cc doing an act of friendſhip. But I 


T know not one that I dare entruſt with 


ce this ring, ſo our ſcheme muſt be de- 
< ferred for a few days, till I can diſ- 


e pole of the ring, then I ſhall viſit you, 


and bring farther inſtructions.” 


We will now leave Maria and Father 


Reeves for a ſhort time, and return to 
ber friends in England. 


en 


— — — 3 : — 

2A wu. — e 3 4 : 2 - 2 2 - — 
* — : - * — — r — — — = 

* — . oppo FIERGLS EOF I ——— —— — _ 
— hee” — — — 8 — 3 SIS n - —— Ne CES Qs — << 322 — = 
— 2 e Jer yes went — Sr 5 1 1 = 

rr h fo _ — i \ - 
Dar 24 n 2 —B - 2 — = 


—_— 
— = 


2 


” a 4, 1 * py = 
2 * - oi Ad po 4 1 — — 1 4 p " mm 
em, „ „ REES 2 5 — — — — — . — apr 
pars rio een. Ot SOS TESTS: EP II TIC TITER + ps 
2 R ON oo25 4 2 8 * * . 10> > Boden: wt 


: 7 0 ” 1 FT - — 


1 
* 

* 

N 
Cc 

1 
+ 
4 
7 
3 
** 

7 
1 
$i 
10 
1 
i 
i: A 
| 

#1 
|, 

9 
3 
. 
4 ? 

f 
* 

F 
4 1 


D 266 J 


R. Hillyard, who had left no means 
untried to diſcover the people who 
had forced her away, could not obtain 
the leaſt intelligence; the different papers 
were filled with advertiſements, deſcri- 
bing the perſon of Mrs. Godfrey, and 
offering great rewards for her apprehen- 
fion ; but no information could be gain- 
ed concerning her. Greaves now ap- 
peared publicly, and as the greateſt part 
of his fortune was in the funds, he was 
buſily employed in ſelling out, while 
Mrs. Greaves and her family left Eng- 
land ; but to what part of the Continent 
they were gone was a profound ſecret. 
Mr. Hillyard now applied to Miſs 
| Brooks's counſel, to have the perſon of 
| Greaves ſecured ; but he had ſpies in 
every 


. 
erery corner, who gave him information, 
and he quickly diſappeared. 
In this diſtreſſed ſituation was Mr. 
 Hillyard and Mrs. Linton, when Mrs. 


Brooks of the Manor Houſe arrived in 


London. She had recently buried her 
huſband, Who, like his father, died ſud- 
denly, and without making any will; and 
as there were no male 640 0 to inhe- 
Tit the eſtate, whoever married his daaugh- 
ter was to take the name, and bear the 
arms of the family. 

Mrs. Brooks, who had often wiſhed to 
renew her intimacy with Maria, had 
wrote ſeveral letters to White Hall, 
which were conſtantly tranſmitted to Mr. 
Hillyard, who was too much perplexed 
in his mind to return immediate anſwers, 
though he intended it, and in the hurry of 
affairs they were thrown by, and forgot. 
Mrs. Brooks was much hurt at what ſhe 
thought neglect, yet friendſhip gained the 
aſcendency. She reſolved to viſit White 
Hall carly in the enſuing ſpring, and was 
N 2. preparing. 
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preparing for her joutney, when the arri- 
val of a maiden lady, a diſtant relation 
of her father's, made her defer it. 

As the London newſpapers are a valu- 
able preſent to a family that does not viſit 
the metropolis, Miſs Jackſon had been 
hoarding them near twelve months be- 

fore ſhe viſited Mrs. Brooks, as a pre- 
ſent for her mother, who received them 
with great pleaſure; and for fear her lit- 
tle grand-daughter ſhould tear them, 
very carefully locked them up; but, one 
morning, finding what ſhe called an aſto- 
niſhing audacious robbery, ſhe brought 
the paper down to entertain her daugh- 
ter and Miſs Jackſon with it, and after 
reading, and commenting upon it near 
half an honr, laid it down upon the ta— 
Ple, when Mrs. Brooks happening to 
lock at it, ſaw an advertiſement deſcri- 

bing the perſon of Maria, and the man- 
ner it was ſuppoſed ſhe had been forced 
away. This entirely protracted her jour- 
ney to Whiteall, and the affairs of her 
= late 


1 


late huſband requiring her attendance in 


London, ſhe ſer off for that place, lea- 
ving her mother and Miſs Jackſon in 
care of the Manor Houſe. 

She was juſt returning home, when 
ſhe received a letter from a lawyer, who 
demanded three hundred pounds, that, 
he ſaid, had been due to him near twelve 
months. Amazed at this ſtrange requeſt, 
Mrs. Brooks demanded Mr. Hillyard to 


accompany her to the lawyer's chambers, 


declaring he was an entire ſtranger to 
her. They ſet out for the Temple, 


where they found Eitherſide, who ſeemed 


much ſurprized at Mrs. Brooks's bring- 


ing Mr. Hillyard with her; and, after 


ſome heſitation, begged her attendance 
in another room : and in a long prefa- 
tory diſcourſe, wherein he ſet forth his 
eſteem for her deceaſed huſband, aſſured 


Mrs. Brooks he would continue it to her 


on the ſame conditions; adding, he 


hoped ſhe had brought the money with 


her, as he was in immediate want of it. 


N 3 » Mrs. 5 
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Mrs. Brooks thanked Mr. Eitherſide for 
bis profeſſions of friendſhip, ſaying, ſhe 
was willing to pay any juſt debt Mr. 
Brooks had contracted ; but, as ſhe ne- 
ver heard him mention his name, ſhe 

wiſhed to be informed by what means he 
became his creditor. © Not know that! 
interrupted this Bonet nan. Tom 
“Madam, III ſoon inform you.“ 80 
faying, he opened a drawer, and taking 
out a bundle of parchment, cried, * theſe 
ce will let you knaw that you are indebt- 


e ed to my ſecrecy for half your eſtate ;” 


and without giving her time to reply, 

informed her, that thoſe writings were the 
original belonging to the eſtate of the 
Manor Houſe ; they had fallen into his 
poſſeſſion by the death of a client, to 
whoſe daughter he had been left guar- 
dian. 

Theſe vidags had been loſt in the 
civil wars of Charles the Firſt, as the 


heir to that eſtate had been obliged to 


leave the kingdom after the fatal battle of 


—; 


\ 


„ L. 


; but ſome time after the Reſtora- 


tion it was reſtored to its ancient owners, 


who, having ſeveral ſons, and from a 
wiſh to perpetuate a name, famous for 
loyalty, he had the entail made out to 


the heirs male of his family, bearing the 
name, which was very different from the 
former, where the greateſt part went to 
the beirs general; and as it had gone in 
the right ſucceſſion till it came into the 


poſſeſſion of her huſband's father, he did 
not doubt but ſhe would ſee the proprie- 


ty of continuing him the annuity of three 


hundred pounds a-year. 
Mrs. Brooks thanked Mr. Eitherfide 


for his information; but affured him it 
was not her intention it ſhould remain a 
ſecret any longer, as ſhe was determined 
to give up the eſtate to Miſs Brooks, as 


ſoon as Providence reſtored her to her 
friends ; and calling in Mr. Hillyard, re- 
lated to him by what means ſhe became 
the debtor of Mr. Eitherſide, aſſuring 


him the ſhould not diſcharge it ; but 


N 4 if 
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jf he would give up the writings for Miſs 
Brooks, ſhe would make him a preſent 
of one hundred pounds, which ſhe thought 
quite ſufficient for his Honey; and the 
lawyer, finding he could make no 
better bargain, delivered them to Mr. 
HFillyard, who carried them away, ex- 
_ claiming againſt the whole tribe. _ 
This man had got poſſeſſion of them 
much about the time Mrs. Brooks father- 
in-law died, and willing to make the moſt 
of them, took a journey into Lincoln- 
ſhire: and ſearching the different regiſ- 
ters, found Maria was heir to the Caſtle, 
{the ancient ſeat of the family) and the 
_ greateſt part of the domain belonging to 
it, At firſt he had a fancy to pay her a 
viſit; but a lawyer's imagination is al- 
ways at work for his own intereſt, and. 
he inſtantly recollected, that what was the 
young lady's right would not be ſo well 
paid for by her, as the perſon who did 
inherit it Bone; arguing, that if the 
preſent poſſeſſor did not come to his 
| terms, 
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terms, the owner could but have it after- 
, wards; and reſolving at leaſt to ſecure a 
comfortable annuity, he wrote tothe Ma- 
nor Houſe, requeſting a private inter- 
view, on buſineſs of the greateſt impor- 
tance, appointing the afternoon ' of the 
_ enſuing day, when Mr. Eitherſide, in as 
long an harangue as a counſellor can 
make when he receives a hundred gui- 
neas for ſtunning a court, and ſtupifying 
aà jury, he informed Mr. Brooks what 
papers he had“ iu his poſſeſſion, adding, 
he had heard that the lady to whom they 
belonged was very rich, and a diſtant re- 
lation of his; begging Him to uſe his 
intereſt with her, 4@ make him a preſent 
adequate to what they would put her in 

poſſeſſion of. 
Brooks, who was almoſt nn at 
chis account, replied, he had laid out a 
large ſum of money in draining the moor 
that belonged to the Caſtle, and turned a 
great part of it into corn land; ſaying, 
he ought at leaſt to enjoy it till he had 
Ns; recovered 


t e 1 


recovered the expences it had coſt him. 
« —As for that,” interrupted Eitherſide, 
« three hundred a year is but a trifle to a 
" gentleman of your fortune, and it ſhall 
„remain an inviolable ſecret.” —This 
was immediately acceded to by Brooks; 
but the wary lawyer kept the writings, 
as the beſt ſecurity for payment. 
As this happened ſome time after the 
death of Louiſa, Maria, as we. have be- 
fore related, viſited the Parſonage, and 
Was at that time at the Manor Houle, 
| when Brooks, fearful of the Honeſt Mr. 
Eitherſide, who ſtill remained in the 
neighbourhood, inſiſted upon his wife's 
_ diſcontinuing. all correſpondence wich 
her when ſhe quitted White Hall. 


CHAP. 


L I 


C HAP. XVI. 


New a month had elapſed before 
Father Reeves repeated his viſits to . 
the Caſtle, when he informed Maria he 
had diſpoſed of her ring for a much 
greater ſum than he had occaſion for, and 
which would ſerve to defray their travel 
ling expences till hey reached England; 
and giving her a ſmall phial of liquid, 
ſaid, he ſhould drink tea with her the fol- 
lowing evening, and bring the keeper 
with him: that ſhe muſt watch an oppor- 
tunity of infuſing ſome of it in his tea, 
which would not take any effect for a 
couple of hours, at which time ſhe would 
be walking in the garden, where a per- 
ſon would be ready to aſſiſt her in eſca- 
ping. This being ſettled, he took his 
leave of her, offering up his prayers for 
the ſucceſs of their project. 7 
N6 - Early 
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Early the next aſternoon Father Reeves 
came, attended by the keeper, who was 
a great zealot. He inſtantly began to 
diſcourſe on religion ; and as Father 
Reeves had perſuaded him that Maria 


had become a ſincere convert, he paid 


her many compliments; when, till Fa- 
ther Reeves produced a ſmall crucifix, 
which he had in his pocket, pretending 
it was of great antiquity, and had worked 
ſeveral miracles; and while the keeper 
Vas attentively examining it, Maria emp- 
tied the contents of the 17 into his cup. 
After ſtaying ſome time, Father Reeves 
took his leave, and Maria went to take 
her evening's walk in the garden. She 
had been there a conſiderable time, when 
at laſt a voice called to her from the wall, 
and, without giving time for a reply, let 
down a ladder of ropes, deſiring her to 
aſcend immediately. Which done, they 
cetroſſed the mote in a ſmall boat which 
Father Reeves had provided ; when the 
ou Prieſt giving her. a purſe, with a 
| written 


[ 2997} 

written direction, bade her haſten to the 
wood, and there read it. 
This place was three miles diftant, 
which ſhe reached in the duſk of the 
evening; but being too dark to read her 
inſtructions, ſhe directed her courſe to- 
wards the thickeſt part of it, and had pe- 
netrated near two miles, when growing 
extremely weary, and ſeeing a tuft of 

| buſhes, reſolved to ſeat herſelf there, till 
the dawn would enable her to reſume her 

journey. She ſat quietly till midnight; 

when ſhe was alarmed by the trampling 
of horſes ; and, riſing up, ſhe ſaw ſeveral 
lights, and heard the voices of ſeveral . 
men at a diſtance. 

Ready to expire through fear, ſhe crept 
again beneath the buſhes, which were re- 
markably thick; and, fearful of breath- 
ing, laid ſome moments, when ſhe diſ- 
tinguiſhed the voice of the keeper curſing 
Father Reeves and herſelf, ſwearing that 
nothing but their deaths ſhould ſatisfy 
him ; And was s invoking the Deity to aſ- 

ſiſt 
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ſiſt him in his ſearch, when a loud clap 
of thunder ſhook the foreſt. The keeper 
and his attendants took ſhelter beneath a 
large ſpreading tree, which, attracting 
the lightning, ſtruck one of the fellows 
to the ground: the reſt flew to their 
horſes, in the greateſt conſternation, and 
rode back to the priſon. 

The ſtorm continued with unabating 
violence till break of day, 'when the ſin 
riſing from beneath the heavy clouds, ſhe 
aroſe cauttoufly, and, looking round her, 
faw the dead body at ſome diſtance, al- 
moſt covered with branches, which the 

the violence of the ſtorm had ſtripped 
from the trees. Maria turned her eyes 
from this ſhocking ſight, and looking 
over the inſtructions Father Reeves gave 
her, found ſhe was directed to a cot- 
tage on the borders of the wood, about 
ſeven miles diftant ; but being afraid of 
|: keeping the path, and not venturing to 
inquire, or be ſeen by any perſon, ſhe 
wandered ſome miles out of her way, and 
I was 


E 
was returning back, when ſhe ſaw a 
young girl crofling a brook, and reſolved 
to follow her at a diſtance, which ſhe did, 
till ſhe entered a ſmall cottage buried in 
the wood; and, looking over her inſtrue- 
tions, found it was the place that ſhe was 
directed to. She went up t8 the door, 
which was immediately opened by the 
good Father Reeves himſelf, whoſe joy 
was extreme on ſeeing her. 

Maria now gave him an account of 
her night's adventure in the wood, and 
Father Reeves told her he would have 
attended her to the cottage, but he was 
obliged to help the poor fiſherman to 
take his boat back to a diſtant part of the 
lake, from whence they brought it the 
preceding night. This done, he gave 
him fifty louis d'ors, and adviſing him to 
be cautious in diſplaying it before his 
poor neighbours, and, taking leave of 
him, ſet off for the cottage, which he 
reached early next morning, where he 
waited with great anxiety. This place 

was 
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was the abode of a poor peaſant, who was 
gardener to the Count de Velſain, and, 
being a faithful ſervant, this ſmall hut was 
the reward of many years ſervice. It 
was built on a ſpot that had formerly 
been a hermitage, and the cave kept by 
the gardener as a cool repoſitory for his 
fruit in ſummer : and as it had a ſubter- 
raneous paſſage from the cottage, it was 
fixed upon as a retreat for Maria, till an 
opportunity offered of their getting ſafe 
to Boulogne, which was about forty miles 
diſtant. The gardener had an only 
daughter, named Lucilla, a fine lively 
girl, about eighteen; and, as her mother 
was an Engliſhwoman, ſhe was much at- 
tached to the natives of that country. She 
was the conſtant companion of Maria for 
three weeks, till Greaves's emiſſaries, 
who had ſearched that part of the 
country, had given over all farther pur- 
ſuit. : EE av 
Father Reeves now prepared for their 
journey, and diſguiſing themſelves as 
5 peaſants, 


1 
peaſants, attended by Lucilla, within a 
few days they reached Boulogne, from 


whence Maria wrote to her friends, and 
rewardipg Lucilla for her ſecrecy and 


EFindneſs, Father Reeves and Maria em- 


barked for England, and, on their arrt- 
val, found Mrs. Brooks, Mr. Hillyard, 
and Mrs. Linton, who received Maria 
with tears of joy, and expreſſions of love 
and friendſhip for the good Father Reeves. 
In their way home they did not forget to 
viſit Mrs. Wallford, whoſe ſtory had rai- 
{ed a great curioſity in Mr. Hillyard ; 
and upon her ſhewing them the letter ſhe 
had received when in priſon, they diſco- 
vered it to be the hand-writing of the de- 
cealed Parſon Ellis. | 

On their arrival at White Hall, Mrs. 
Brooks acquainted Maria with the acqui- 
ſit ion to her ſortune, by the writings they 
had obtained from Mr. Eitherſide; but 
ſhe inſiſted upon her accepting them for 
her daughter ; ſaying, as ſhe was the 
| heir to that eſtate, ſhe would not deprive 
her 
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her of any part of it. As for father Reeves 
he, at Maria's deſire,” took up his abode. 
at White Hall, where he lived many 
years a pattern of virtue and goodneſs. 
Thus, ſeeing things of this world as 
they really were, their days rolled on in 
unalterable happineſs, and in thoſe un- 
ſpeakable pleaſures that always are the 
portion of the good, 
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We every ſentiment of gratitude, begs leave * 
to inform the Nobility and Gentry, that he 
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ed with Books of Reference, ſuch as Dic TIONARIES 
OF ARTS and SCIENCES, the different MoDERN 
LANGUAGES; CHRONOLOGIES, MAPS, CALENDARS, 
together with ſuch of the FoREIGN ALMANACKS, as 
give the Civiland Military Eſtabliſhments of the dif- 
erent countries. 5 | 


pi _ 5 


Books printed ly 
T. HooRHAM and J. CarRPENTER. 


Dedicated (by Permiſſion) to her GRACE the 
Duckkss of LEEDs, | | 
THE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST, Second Edition 
By Mrs. Radcliffe. 3 Vols. gs. ſewed. 
SICILIAN RoMANCE., By the ſame Author. 
2 Vols. 5s. ſewed. . | 
The CasTLE of ATHLEN and DUNBAYNE. By 
the fame Author. 3s. ſewed. 3 
_ ConsTANCE, a Novel; the firſt literary Attempt 
of a young Lady. 4 Vols. 128. ſJewed. _ 
The PraRos, a Collection of Periodical Eſſays. 
By the ſame Author. 2 vols. 6s. ſewed. | 
ARGUS; or, the Housz Doc of EapLie. By the 
ſame Author, 3 Vols. 9s. ſewed. br, 
ARNOLD ZUL1G, A Swiſs Story. By the ſame 
Author. 3s. ſewed. 5 55 
The Scors HEIR ESS. By the ſame Author. 3 vols. 
98. ſewed. ea: | | 
In the Preſs, by the ſame Author, The CounT 
DE HOENSDERN, 3 Vols. gs. ſewed. 
EMMA; or, The UNFORTUNATE ATTACHMENT. 
A new Edition, with beautiful Engravings. 2 Vols. 
- 6s, ſewed. | 


M AID 


Books Publiſhed by T. HOOKHAM, Se. 


Map of Ken, by the Author of TRAVELLING 
ANECDOTES. 3 Vols. gs. ſewed, 

FASHIONABLE INFIDELITY, By the ſame Au- 
thor. 3 Vols. gs. ſe we. 

LAURA; or, Letters from Switzerland. By the 
Author of Camilla, T ranflated trom the French. 
4 Vols. 10s. ſewed 
MEMOIRS of CAPT. and Miss RIVERS; ; by a Lady. 
| 3 Vols. 9s. ſewed. 
DANGEROUS CONNECTIONS, a Novel. Tranſ- 
lated from the French. 4 Vols. 108. ſewed. 
SokRgO W/S of WERTER. Tranſlated from the Ger- 

man into Italian, and containing more than either the 
French or Engliſh Edition of that much admired W ork. 
2 Vols. 6s. 
G1L BIAS DI SANTILLANO. Storia Piacevole del 
Sig. Le Sage. Tradotta del Franceſe dal Dottore Pietro 
Crocchi Saneſe. 4 Vols. 128. | 
I!he INNO ENT FuciTtTIVE; or Memoirs Xi 
Lady of Quality. By the Author of the Platonic 
Guardian. - 2 Vols. 58. ſewed. 
TERENTIA, a Novel. By the ſame Author, 
2 Vols. 6s. ſewed. | 

IT 1s AND IT Is NOT, a Novel. Dedicated by 
Permiſſion to Mr. Douglas of St. IDA, 8. By Char- 
lotte Palmer. 2 Vols. 6s. 
D ELIIxVATIONS OF THE HEART ; or the Hiſtory | 
of Henry Bennet. 3 Vols. gs. 

REVOLUTION, an h. ſtorical Play. By Lieutenant | 
-Chriſtian. 28. 
___ NueTIALs, a Muſical Drama. By the ſame 

Author. Price 1s. 

School tor Wipows, by Clara Reeve, Author 
of the OLD ExOGCLIsH BARON, &c. 3 Vols, 98. 

ſewed. ; 

Prans of EDUCATION, with Remarks on the 

Syſtems of other Writers, by the ſame Authoy, 
36; ſewed. 
THE ExiLEs; or, MEMOIRs of Covnr de CRON- 
STAD. By the fame Author. 3 Vols. gs. ſewed. 
The PROGRESS OF ROMANCE. "yY the ſame 

Author. 2 Vols. 48. ſewed. 0 
| | 85 | HR 


(317 


| Books Publiſhed by T. HOOKHAM, Ec. 


Tx Wain, or MUTUAL IMPRESSION, a Novel. 
2 Vols. 4s. ſewed. WP 2 
EMMA DorviLlLle. By a Lady. 3s. ſewed. 
BAU TIES of Rouss Av, ſelected by a Lady. 
1 Vols. 3s. ſewed. N | 
. O8wALD CASTLE; or Memoirs of Lady Wood - 
ville, a Novel. By a Lady. 2 Vols. 6s. 1 
Dedicated (by Permiſſion) to his Royal Highneſs the 
3 PRINCE of Warts, 55 
An EyerromMeE of the HISTORY of EUROPE, 
From the Reign of Charlemagne, to the beginning of 
the Reign of Sone HI. By Sir William O*Dog- 
herty, Knight, 8 vo. 6s. boards. | „„ 
Dedicated (by Permiſſion) to the Right Honourable 
7 5 LADY DACREF, . 

The FalR IMposTOR, a Novel. By a Lady. 
3 Vols. 9s. Li TOs 

OBSERVATIONS on the Por1Tics of FRANCE, 
and their Progreſs ſince the laſt Summer: made in a 
Journey from Spa to Paris during the Autumn of 


. 


1791. By T. Hill. Price 2s. 6d. 


Cos ORYCRITICISs Ms on the Edition of SHAkK - 
SPEARE. By Edmond Malone. 
A Faukon, towring in her pride of Place, 
Was by a mouſing Owl hawk'd at and kill'd. 
| | | 25  MacBETH., 
| Price 28. 6d. | 
The HisTORICAL REGISTER, for the Year 1790, 
containing a general Hiſtory of Domeſtic and Foreign 
Tranſactions, and a Chronicle of principal Events, 
with Selections from the moſt remarkable - Produc- 
tions of that Period, and a Preliminary Account of 
the Origin and Cauſes of the late Revolution in 
France, a circumſtantial Hiſtory of which is continued 
to the Confederation in July 1791. Price 6s. 6d. 
Speedily will be publiſhed, The Sz cond Volume. 
Price 68. 6d. in boards, | 
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